
TN THE nUPREME COURT OF 
THE RJ~PUULIC OF VJ\NUl\TU 

l\PPEl\L CASE NO. Ll/85 

B ETttJE EN HALAS FAMILY 

AND SONGORIKI FAMILY 

I have further considered this matter and from reading my 
judgement and the papers in this matter I am satisfied that 
the land granted to the Songoriki family ended at the land 
s ide of the road. From th'~ "p l'a:n' attached to my judgement it 
is quite clear that this is so. 

I do not agree with the contention of the 80ngoriki family 
that the land granted by me as custom owners crosses the 
road and continues to 11igh water mark on the seashore. 
Thereforc~ as the shore side of the land opposite the land 
granted to the Songo1'iki family is in dispute between the 
parties; 

I HEREBY ORDER that both parties refrain from interfering 
with the sand on the sea side of the road until the 
customary ownership can be resolved by the Village Court, 
the Local Area Council of Chiefs, the Island Court and the 
Supreme Court if necessary. 
If both parties agree to share any money obtained from the 
purchase of the sand on the seashore opposLte the afore 
said land the customary ownership of which the Court 
granted to the 80ngoriki family, then this Order shall not 
come into force but if any dispute should arise as to the 
division of money obtained from the sale of the sand, the 
order shall have full effect from the date of such dispute 
and remain in force until the custom ownership of the land 
on the seashore side has been decided. 

Dated at Vila this 7th day of November 1990. 

--l~~0iC:C; c 

Frederick G. Cooke 
Chief Justice 
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JUDGHEH'l' 

Mele Land Dispute, South Sea Cement Factory, 

Roman Catholic Mission Land, LAKENPAGATAU. 

I k a s emil i 11 0 n tap. 'vI e Map i soc m 0 u t • 

After Efnte Island Court iarem tok tak long ~fate Island Court 
1llth J,lT\unry 1985, 6tfl 1'ebruary 1985. 1\.11 tak tok mo all Question mo 
01 Pruf mo all Visit iko long Dispute Erin, rna tok, we Court iwantem 
belonr; t.nl chI out long lufnlla, se long dinpllte turalla i(;laimem Custom Ona, 
long LAKENAPAGA'l'J\U iko knsem on top long Hill, \>Ie Homan atholic Mission, 
we long l~ele Village long Naknmnl blollg Chief, Peter Boilapa blong Mele 
Village, toktok belong lukluk long em, mo, long 4 time we all iluk 1uk 
long em, rna ina kat any agreement mo minit ikam long Erate Island Court. 

Long time we Court isidaon mo long Custom long 01 Kroon long Erate, we 
Court i<I:;I<em, rna fincm ne lonr, CUGtOIll belong Kroan:,· all nem, rna use blong 
Kronn lonp; Ernte Custom, rna Imnre Custom. 

Long Land onaship long trip, rna tripe Chief rna tripel Management long Land, 
rna Land trans~er long Custom ~o all Ceremoni belong all, La~d mo tripal 
mo fnmily iko long Land. 

Long Land Dispute belong Mele some new, claim we tufala family ita1em 
.Malns.family itnlem se mi, mi long Blood belong Papn mo Pumpu, rna ina long 
Naflak, Long side belong So[';oriki itnlem se em istanap long side belong 
Blood illo Naflnk. Tol<tok lOllK Claim, lIir;tory, Provo, Naflnl<, Sautogn, 
mo Blood 'Relative' iknm long Decision we Court ikat long em. 

Long side belonE; nIl Slllol Horoai (orl~okoi) "Ie nIl small small, roroi belong 
all malorau or VARKALI em imas. Maromarn ~oga Supe Tekaiga imenem se 
Chief 101l[~ VAREA belong EH i maG prolcctern, oIl right belong Use long 
kroan, mo reGpectem, from, all system mo tcaditional fasin belong Chief 
istar long all, long fate. Matarau use long kroan, rna toktok 01 time em 
bnse lOllg em lonc; cusfom, language land 1lI0 matarau. 

Tok Lok we court iluk long em, ern itoktok we iknm out long TEHIKI Peter 
Boilopa, family Go~oriki mo family MaIns mo em som se land tenu belong Eratl 
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mo Imure i80me 10llg principal mo side belong Moramara Rnge imna protektem I: 
right be' ong use long kroan, long area we em i stap lule outem. 1.1 

Constitution belong Hepublic of VANUATU iaskem long kroan iko long Custom 
Ona, mo land long before onaship long em, i base long Right, we Court imn~ 
lukluk kud long em. 

Last tok tok we Court iwantem se Custon Ona wo Constitution ikoirem 
Palamen imas luk luk pakeken long em from all Custom belong VANUATU belong 
use long k1'oon em very important from future onaGhip long kroan long 
Hepubl ie of VA NUfI'l'U , olGern tolt tok Halem Domo time one nor fsll Rod 
we i[wvo halpern Custom from Court belong Land. 
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Mf),lt,~ I",'nd n.i.sp\,tt:.(~ I SOltth SEn" C(·:iW.)tlt li'dc~:()ry I 
Homan Catholic Iv]ission Lan·}, (',JJ<.ENPl\Gl\'l'l\U, iko kasem Hill on top, 
We Map isocm out. 

(1) Efat(~ Island Court,i accept'om lund Leas0 '/'1"3 Soul:h Sea Cement 
Factory,i follem 
Land Law belong Hepublic of VANUNl'U .. 

( 2) Ef d':::e IsLlnd Court i acccptem se time we COUl:·t ilukluk long 
Di spute long land ia 8hief belollg (lmere) Mel(: Villaqe em Chief 
Peter ])OILl\PA. 

(3) REate Island Court i acceptcm se Land Case bclonS] LAKENPAGl\TAU ik( 
I<'aselll Bill, on top, We Map isoem out, i been ko :tong (VArml\) blong Chief 
Pete"" 1101L1\1'A. long Mele Village, Court. --"-

(4) Follem Agl'eemen t betwe(::'!n Chief Peter Boilapa 
Family Son

e

gol1ki mo Family Malas , E:e ;"J:(~ Is12nd Court iluklul;:, mo sduc.1:: 
kud l~mg~";9reeillcnt: lltO lOI1(J "~3'anlc',timo I lu]d.L';k kud ,'_0119 side beloIl9 01 
smoll smoLl r_o1:'oi or (J:.okoi) ensjde 1011<;,} IJispu.e LJ.!'etl,mn gfatE~ Isl.:md 
Cou_ tiki VC'lII out, C:lstom ona long Kl:oan follem all Loktok :i_c:'. 

(5) Ef._ite Island Court ikivim Oder long Custom ona long Kroan S2 ~0ng 
Future DevcLopment: :'on~J Ll\KENPl\GA'l'AU,iko kasc'Ll HiJl on toP,\'!"! Map 
isoern ouL, [30 profit we imet ikam out long em, an imc\s ld_vim 15% i}'eo ...I_C 

Family Malas. 

Cu.stom ona belong Land em imas VIOl\. wetem (Marmaran rJag(l) (VAREA)be 
Peter Boilapa belong Imere e-tl.L SCIlI toktok belong M<1t:ar,~!1.1 ,Songo];iJt; 
VAREA belong Chief Peter Doilapa belong (Dnere) Nele Village. 

.v;fal:::!?) Island COUl:'L italem se F'.~llnily Songoriki em i Cust.om ana l' 
"~~'<';;;''''. ' .> • _.,:,,-".-: .... ;":. - ''.:'-0<'" 

D:i~>puted : Land- LAKENPAGl\'l'AU iko'kasem I·Iill on top, l'le .f'.lap iaoen' \Jut 
Ex _._- Ca!:Jlolic church t, i tIe. 

(6) Ef db? Island CourL, imekel\\ iklea. se long side belong r';r;r-'d)S ·s we 
tuf ala Lllllily SOfHJor.iL.i Ina Nulils f alni ly :U<.ad 

Family Songoriki i pem Expenses belong em n,o 1110 
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(B) Famili Halas i pem Expens(~s belong em no 1\\0 

(7) Efate Island CourL i wantom bel:ng tal~n out long FamilY,fln0crik: 
mo Family Nalai3 J S~)OS one ir.J ";:~.;r.:: lone;} D2ciasion belong E:Ed ~ Islan< 
Court se' all ika(' 30 Days 1?· ,ig 'P ,J r -' L 11.';lg Superr.;:me Com. t, 01se11l law 
italem. 

(1) JiJ:..'IC 

Io\L~3l\Kl\lJ. CfL 
e • ___ • ___ , ___ • __ _ 
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