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JOINT COURT CF THE NEW HEBRIDES 

e.ETITION 

The Mele Village Community, Efate Island, ~Iew Hebrides, 
represented by their custom Chief, Mr. Peter Poilapa, of the sa id 

Mele Village, farmer. 

Assisted py Mr. Thierry Dehesdin, appointed Native Advocate 
ad hoc by the British and French Resident Commissioners in their 
joint letter of the 27th November 1972. 

And the SOCIETE DES ILES DU PACIFIUUE, a joint stock company 
with a capital of 6,000,000 New Hebrides Francs, having its 
registered office at Vila, represented by the President of its 
Boa I'd of Directors Mr. Frank La rcher, of Noumea, New Caledonia, 
company director, (hereinafter referred to as "LA S.l.P."). 

Having as Counsel Maitre Armand de Pr~ville, Defence Counsel 

of Vila. 

STATE 

That they have agreed to proceed to an exchange of parcels 
of land, according to which Mele Village shall transfer to the 
S.l.P. two parcels of land containing in all approximately 
17a. 34ca., being pa rt of the property ~'RESERVEILOT MELE", 
registered in f~vour of the inhabitants of Mele Village under No. 
164, by virtue of a Judgment of the Joint Court given on the 
24th January 1933 which declared it a native reserve, in compliance 
with the provisions of article 24 (3) of the Anglo-French Conven-

tion of the 6th August 1914. 
That according to article 27 (2) H of the said convention, 

1 and t h u s res e rv e d for na t i v e s " rna y not be sol d 0 I' g ra n ted ton 0 n­
natives, so long as the authority by ~Jhom the reserve was consti­
tuted does not cancel or modify its decision." 

That the exchange agrees upon by the applicants may only be 
f ina 1 ised if the Join t Court dec ides to exel ud e f rom the "RESE RVE 
ILOT MELE" the bo parcels of land in question and authorises the 
transfer of these parcels to the S.I.P. 

That the exchange foreseen represents an abvious advantage 
for both parties to the deed of exchange. 

That the Mele Villaoe Community will in fact receive from the 
S.l.P. a parcel of land larger than that which it will give in 

excha nge. That the two parcels transferred by Mele Village will allow 
the S.I.P. easier aCcess to certain parts of its property. 

SO MAY IT PLEASE THE COURT 

Considering article 27 (2) H of the Anglo-French Convention 

of the 6th Auqust 1914. Considering the deed of exchange drawn up on the 27th November 

1972, subject to the Court's approval. 

To modify the decision made by the Joint Court in its judgment 
No. 203 of the 24th Ja nua ry 1933 sta ting tha t the two pa rcels of 
land which r~ele Village proposes to transfer to the S.I.P. will 
cease to be subject to the system of rules governing native reser­
ves and to authorise the tr"lnsfer of the sa id pa rcels of land to 

the S.I.P. 

r'lade at Vila, the 11th December 1972. 

sgd. A. de Pr~ville 
sgd. T. Dehesdin 
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