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Judgment No. 1337 

JOIN'l' COURT OB' 'l'H~ NKil H~BRIDES. 

'fije twenty-seventh day of' May One thousand nine hundred and fifty-five. 

Before their Honours 

and Iviessrs. 

Philippe Comte ,li'rench Judge, President, 
J.D.Field, British Judge ad hoc, 
R;llarbulot, Assessor, 
B.Buteri, Acting Registrar. 

JUDGMENT 

I/' • This is an appeal against judgment No. 31, given on 18th j\iarch 
1955 by the (Jourt of l~irst Instance, Northern District, which, by 
application of' Articles 59 and 60 of the Protocol of 6th August 191L~·., 
~ntenced the aIJpellant, a Vietnamese named TRAN VAl'f CHI born at Huyen­
'lung, (Haiduong), captain of the vessel "Bby" usually living at the 
Garakata Camp at Luganville (Santo', to one month's imprisonment and to 
pay a fine of £Stg20 for having sold alcoholic liquor to New Hebrides 
natives. 

'rhe appeal is admiss:ible, it having been lodged in due form 
and within the time allowed. 

Al though a surrUHons to urJpeal' at the hearing was served 
personally on the apI)el1ant no appearance was entered by him or on his 
behalf. 

... Ii( apIJears from evio.ence given <luring the course of tho 
hearing, and in particular from the 
Uustoms officer :-

preliminary enquiry and also at the 
statement made by hlr.Syvain Michel, 
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2) • 

the. t TRAFi ViJ:f CHI, Gaptain 01' the liBbY", had early 
1954· at the village of LonG (Aoba) sold: 

a) a bot tIe of rum to the nE! ti ve loiikael B'ane 

b) a bottle of rum to the native Blken 'l'ongalo. 

in Decellloer, 

that the accused, using the facilities placed at his disposa,l by a 
a vesselwhich enabled him to carry larp:e qUAntities of alcoholic 
liquor among the islands, is well known $.t A.oba as a habitual 
seller of llquor. 

ON 'rHES.lli GROUNDS : 

• 'l'he Court,declqres the appeal to be ill-founded and rejects it, 
and using its power of revision under Article 21 paragraph 11 of the 
Protocol of 6th August 1914·, ... 

Sentences 'ERAd VPJ.'f CHI. to one month's imprisonment and to pay a 
fine of £Stg20 for each of the two above-mentioned breaches, that is to 
say, a total of two month's imprif30nmenL Vii th a fine of B'orty pounds 
sterling. 

The Court also draws the attention of the Resident Commissioners 
to the illegal traffic in Which the vessel "l!.'by," owned by VuTHI HIEU 
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• • •• and captained by TRAl'f VluJ CmI, is employed, and asks them to do all 
in their power to put an end to this traffic, particularly by the 
cancellation of all trading licences issued to vu 'rEI lIIE.V and THAN VPJ:J cnI .. 
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