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The seventh day of Septer.1ber in the year one thousand 

nine hundred and fortY-four, 

The Joint Court of the New Hebrides sitting at the 

offices of the French District AE;ent for the Condominitun 

at Santo and composed of: 

Their Honours, 

A.H. EGAN British Judge, 

Y. GESLIN French Judge, 

assisted by Iii. :aUTli:RI. Acting Registrar, 

has given the following judgment: 

Considering the application for registration N° 102 

Santo lodged by the SOCIETE FRfu"TCAISE DES NOUVjg.LES 

H8B1UDES for the land "Port-Olry"; 

Considering the various complaints and usurpations 

alleged by the said Company against the natives settled 

on this land, and also the report drawn up by the French 

District Agent for the Condominium at Santo; 

Considering the decision of the Joint Court dated 

29th l\.Ugust 1944 directing" im Fletcher, Surveyor at this 

Court, to proceed to the land in dispute at Hog Harbour 

(Santo Island) in order to take any useful declarations 

in the presence of the parties or their representatives; 

to collect all information with a view to preparing a 

report containing all the necessary explanations; to 

interrogate persons whom he considers may be able to 

furnish information, lilcewise to Question any persons 

11hom the pDrties may uring to e;ive evidence; to include 
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also in the report ur,/ observ[ttions \.hich the parties may 

make. Costs reserve(l."; 

Considering the :'e)ort ;?repared by ilir Fletcher on 

5th September 19'1·h st:bsertuent to his investigation made 

• 
on the spot; 

Whereas the purchuse deeds for t he land "Port-Olry" 

si tU~lted on the east coast of Santo, lodged by the SOCIT:;'r~ 

;CR,JIC.\ISi~ D~8 ;WUV:'-;LL::S-Irl~BRID~S in SUPiJOrt of its app li-

cation for registration N° i02 Santo, have been made in 

good faith and in accordance wi th ~\rticle 22 paragraph 

6 A (b) of the Conver,tion of 6th .\llgust 1914 are unimpeach-

able, in the present case however the Court is unable to 

give a decision reGarding this application, such decision 

• being reserved lmtil the Court is in a position to give 

• judgment on the whole of the lands included in the said 

application N° 102; 

But whereas on 'che other hand the Court is seized of 

the necessity of creating thereon a native reserve; 

ON T1-r:"·SE G:'(omms 

The Court, 

without prejudgment of the rights of the SOCIETB 

FR.:\NCAISE DBS HOUVE11~S-BEBRID~S with regard to the whole 

of the lands forming the property "Port-Olry" included in 

application for registration N° 102 Santo, 

deducts from this property tYro parcels of land of a 

total area of about Cne hundred and Forty hectares, to be 

formed into a native reserve of which the natives living 

therein shall have complete possession in accordance with 

• their customs j the said reserve shall remain subject to 

the provisions of l~ticle 27 paragr8.pll 2 of the Convention 

and consequently no absolute title will be registered, 

orders that the survey work and fixing of boundaries 
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of this reserve as well as the mrucing'of a plan of the 

roads and servitudes I'Ihich may 'be created shall 'be done 

on the spot 'by l.ir l~letcher, Joint Court Surveyor, as 

soon as circumstances permit; 

tho.t the report and pl~Ul to 'be made by this Surveyor 

shall be attached to the present jurlgment; 

orders that the costs of putting this jud~nent into 

execution, as well as those occasioned 'by survey work and 

fixing of boundaries, shall be advanced provisionally 

by the Condominitnn Governrnent until such time as the 

Court shall give final judgment in respect of application 

N° 102 Santo of the SOCIET:0.: PR/\lJC_'I.ISE D88 IlOUV.t:LLgS 

H.2;BRID~S • 

CG~~7 tw. 

French Judge British Judge 

Acting Registrar 
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