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I'n the matter of the Matrimonial' , . , 
Cause Act [Cap 192]. , 
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In the Magistrate's Court sitting' at PottViia on 26th Augukt 1997; th~ ,! ' 
Retitioner prays that the co'urf will ,decr:ee that th~ marriage ce,lebrated ' " 
between the Petitioner and the Resplilndent on 24th Febh,JarY ,1985 be' , : " 

• • ' • 01 • I I , 

dissolved,on the grounds of adultery. "'" ' 
I ' 'I : 

The Petitipner submit,s ,that on 24 February 1985 h~ lawfull~ lT1<3rriedthe " , 

" 

, , 
, , 

Respondent at the Anglican CI;lUrch at Ai"evo Village'North Penteoost'. ,.,', 
The Petitioner theref'lner went to university f9~ fu,rthe~ ,~~ucat,idJr;t. ;,T:~e"", "i" ... ',' , 

Respondent then. living bn Pentecc;>st beg~n having 'sexual r.ela~ior;jswith :", , ',,' i!,' , 
other men on Pentecost. Custom seftlem'ent werel mal:le tGl resQlve th~ ,I '. ! ,i ' 

disputes. On ,his ret'um they moved from Pentecost to Port V, il£· .. : . , ; "" , 
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While in Port Vila the Respondent continue<;l to ha~e se1'ual aff::jirs 'with " Ii ,,' " 
o\her men. The men who she committed adultery with are;,'stated in ~he, I : ' 

petition. The Respondent is currently livin~ "1'ith one Thomas f}r\drew':of '" ! , , 

, Tanna Island. On the grounds of adulterY the Petitioner prays that the' I' 
marriage celebrated between hirl}se1f'and the Respc>r)def1t be dissolved.' , ... 
That the Petitioner is awarded the cu~tody of the ,'children i of the paid I' , 

marriage. , " , ! 
, ! 'I , 
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In her reply the Respol"ldent submitted that s.he 'd6es n~~ di~~uKe the, . :, "'" 
petition for divorce. She admitted having or committed' adultery with'·' , , 
various men and stated she did so becaus'e the Petitioner h'ad i'lHreafed 
her. The Petitioner took ,to' "assaulti,!9, hTr frequentlr 'She started',~, " 
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market business at Centre pOint in"Port Vila bpt, 'the Petitioher. stQ,ppe'g i[!' 
her from carrying on' 'the ,business., She now has' a dect [af [the '[Dank fbi- J 

i/ ,I I' ! I 

the loan she made. to' 'start the ~us'in~ss. [Thatduri'ng t,heir $eparation 'the "~I ,,:[1" I, 

: Petitioner had refused her access to thejr Children an(1, he,Wol;lld nbt ; " , 

., 
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.. accept any gifts she, gav~ h~ for th~ children. ,She W6yld )ik~ to have, ' i: ;,[ 
'accesstott)eirchilaren. ", :'1' ,I, [ !,'::',' Y ',: ,',"'" 
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Having heard both the P,etitioner and 'ti;le Respor'ldentthe) court" makes ' ',,',. 
. ,P. i II "( I I I 'I ", 

'the followi[lg ord~rs.· " :,' ,I,' " " d""': ';,[ " 
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. (1). 

I 'i. ,,] , ',: .' :/\ I "\ t -',1, 
I ,I r • I ,,'. '. I I I.' I .,' I' I, I I I, . 

That the Marriage cel~brated on ?4th February 1 f18::i''l~etween the' " ", ",: ':, ",'" 
Petiti(me~'and the ~esp6ni:lent' at,Arevo,Villa~~1\l6rth" Per\~eco~d~ei' "i' :1, ,I '"~I :', ': ','" [, , : 

d· '1 d I I I, I II 11':1 1, I I; I . ': I [I. ." I ,I , " !',: 
ISSO ve . I ,I"'" ).", . 
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That the Petitioner be awarded custody of the childreh,'of the said ' ,'., i ',' 
. '. '~ \' ',I I' I I " , ~ 

marriage n?mely : : 'I' 1 • ! ' '" \'1 : . 
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Cinderella: Sine I . . ',[ , ' d , •. ,'. , 
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Jani"ta Sine' , , . i: . 
Neil Sine' 'I' :11 ,II, ;': II I II ,~"~,\ I 
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That this ~rder silall r,e~~in: a~ecre~:riisi'fod"months "an~r I~Hi6h:¢ 1\ ", ',' :,' ',,! ,';,'< 'I . " . 
decree absolute may ,be issued,"" j.' II' , I ,,' . It! " ',: ,'. ,; ::, ',,', 
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The Respondent to pay the costs of t~is·'pro~eedihgs. ?f:" I"" : ,"",:' "I 
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