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Trial of related charzes

Recentiy, -when several peoreons have haogn charged with diflferent
coffences artging onl of the same ipeldeont {fae oxampla o pang fishi or 2
series of sexual offencss sgaingl the cwme zivld sems of those persons have
been denll with in the Mamizteraes' Conet oand athers have heen eowmitted to
the Snuprame Cotvr Tor Erisl,

This neaectice creates coneiderable difficultiss for the Supreme Cowrl
Il the charge in the Magistrates’ Court was contasted, the smme or very
similar evidence has to be pepeaiod in the Supreime Tourl, whichk may come Lo
a different cariclusion to that of the mazistrate, Fven if the accused
pieadad guilty in the Magistrates’ Court, the Sopree Conrl is heampered in
the santence which ean Le piven to a co-offender becanse Lhe senlences wust
be related £o each ether, The =eptoenee haposed in Lhe Magisteates’ Tourd
Csetg the atandued, and 1F i1 is inadequate, the Seprewe Coard will not he
able to pass ap adequate sentence ou a co-—offander.

In future, where two or move persons are charged with offences arising
out of the same incident, all accused must be tried in the same counrt, if
possibla jointly or consecutively. If any one such accused 1s commilted
to the Supreme Court, all persons Involved must he committed te the Supreme
Court for trial or sentence, as the case may be. : '

A shmilar situation arices when one persou s oharged with different
offences arising ot of the same incident {for esanple rape and indecznt
assault). n somé cases the [ags serious offence has been Aent %Hb Ip the
Magistrates’ Court, and the more serions charvge sent Lo the Saprews Court
for trial, W this is dane the more ceriaus chacse ennet he hased st ol
hecanse a pergon cannot e (piad taice oo the came {acls,

Where a person faces two or more charges urizing out of the same
incident, all those charges must. be dealt with i1 the same court. If he &

committed to the Supreme Court on one charge, the minor charges must not be
dealt with in Lhe Magistrates' Court.
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