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PAULA TU'IONO v. PAULA TULUA.

(Land Court. Ragnar Hync J. Mataka, Asscssor, Nuku'alofa,
28th April, 1937).

Minister to grant allotments — Allocation at request of noble — Noble
bound — Exchange of allotments — Cabinet approval.

The Tofi'a holder, Tu'ivakano, requested Molitoni Fipau to divide his
Jand at Nukunuku into town allotments and to allocate them to tax payers.
Before registration the Minister was to approve of the allotments. This
was done, and both the plaintilf and the defendant were registered as the
holders of allotments. The defendant resided on his allotment for some
years and then, without the approval of the Minister, the Tofi'a holder
“gave” him the altotinent for which the plaintiff had been registered.

HELD : The Tofi'a holder can nut grant allotments without the approval
of the Minister and the plaintiff was catitled to the allotment.

Havea Manoa appeared for the plaintiff.
Tevita Maile appeatcd for the defendant.
C.AV.

RAGNAR HYNE ].: In this Action, the Plaintiff claims
from the Defcndant his, the Phintiff's town ‘api in Nukunuku
registered by him, and on which the defendant is residing, and
which defendant rcfuses to vacate.

The evidence discloses that in 1929 or 1930, the toh'a holder,
the noble Tu'ivakano, together with TFisi‘ihoi (Molitoni Finau)
attended at the office of the Minister for Lands in Nuku'alofa,
and it was agreed between them, that Fisi'thoi should have autho-
rity to divide Nukunuku into town allotments, and allocate them
to tax-payers. Hc was to make allocations for and on behalf
of the noble, and the Minister was to approve before registration
of the allotments was effected.

In accordance with this arrangement, Fisi‘ihoi allocated allot-
ments to numerous tax-payers, including Paula Tu'iono and Paula
Tulua.

Paula Tulua's "api was registered on the 29th September, 1930,
and Tu'iono's ‘api was registered on the 24th January, 1937,

Although Tu'iono's ‘api was not registered until January of
this year, it bad with thc nobles concurrcnce, been set aside for
him, and a record of this had been made by the Minister,

The noble, however, claims that the land was handed back to
him by Tu'iono, and that, when Tulua, owing to family dissen-
sions wished to remove to an ‘api elsewhcre, the noble agreed
and gave him the ‘api regarded as Tu'iono’s to live on. This
happened in April, 1936,

The plaintiff's father admits he consented to Paula Tulua's
squatting on plaintiff's “api.

An application by Tu'tono on bchalf of Defendant to Cabinet
for permission to exchange his "api for an ‘apt adjacent to Semisi






