
J. B. WATK1NS AND ORS. v. S .. MANU AND ORS, 

(l:Ind CnurL ScoU J. 'Ahome'c assessor. Nuku';1IoLt. 10111, 
11th, 12th, 13th and 24th June, 192·4.) 

Thi.s was :1. claim by fhe Free Church of Ton)::;) tn (cr(rtin ("hur{"h land,.; 
which had been seized by [he Free \X/csleyan Church of Tonf::;!, Thc 

I' b inl j ITs' plI.r(irul:us of claim ~'Cf(: ;u; f nil nws : 

PARTICULARS OF CLAIM. 

The Plaintiffs d:lim t.he rollowing : 

(I) The Court \0 rule thll: The LanJ in l-ola'uLln.c.a t"ln which the Church 
and the Min istcr's residence arc situ:tlcJ ~nd arc known ;1S the 1\'(.1 ' \1' 

bnp branch ;JnJ :lrc occupied oy the onc $io/)" Pulu - ,He nwne<1 
hy the memb<:rs of the: free Church of Ton~;\ (Tt.C' s.IiJ (burch W;g 

(ounJcJ by His ~.f:tjcsIY Kill/: GCOfJ~C l'upou [ in lhc YC;H tRflS). 

(:\) They (nlcmbers of the SJiJ church) diJ not ;'Irld will not r;\tif~' 
the constitution of tile Free \'VC51('Y;ln Church of Ton}..::'! t\' hicll 
\Vas Jf:l~'n U('l on the 2-1.-1.21 or thcrt::tblIlIL 

(1-) They (lid not lnJ will flot ap('C' 10 the :1m:dgamJti(ln of th~ bt:<' 
Church CIf Ton~a ;,nc! the free \\le~IC)';Jn Chll(ch fI( Ton.I.::I or :lny 
nth('r cllllr(l1 . 

U) The COllrt to nde th:ll anyone w),o r.llified (\r would cvtlltu:dly ratify 
the cnn~litl1ti('n .~IJtcd cHI p:}raJ~r.1ph (I) (:1) or :1n~onc who a.r:rced C>r 

'would cHntually asrl' e 10 the' am:lIJ!:lmation nlL'fllioflCd in par3g{J.I''' 
(I) (b) is to h.\\'c no rii,:ht or claim wh:ttncr 1(\ Ihe lanJ ilnd pro· 
perty mentioned on p:lrasraph (I). 

0) The Court to rule thJ.t Kisionc F<I!..::l(anua in It;s capaciLy as noble i5 
10 kl Vc no pon'U or right to the la nd men t io ncJ on pJ. c;1.c:ra ph 1. 

(I) And lny I)ther s:ltisfactory solution that the Court mir.llt find. 
The matter arose in this way: George Tupou J was dis

:>:ttisfied (h:lt br,£!c amounts CIf rnoney collected (rom the pcople 
ot' TonS:l by the: Wcs1cyan Church, which Wl.S contcoilcJ by the 
\Xltsleyan Church in Australia, were being sent tn Aus{(ali:l , III 

lRBO.His Majesty said in the Legislative Assembly. "My mind ;~ 
~till the same (or the Church of Tonga to be iln inJcpcnJenl 
Church; and the words I uttered I still utter - I anJ my (;1mily 
will not again contribute to the foreign missions untit Tonga i.s a 
Church". In 1885, he established :l new church oIled The Free 
Church o( Tong:! . The pJaintdf J. B. W:ltkins was arrointcd life 
President o( this Church. Their doctrines were praclically the 
same a.s the Wcslc)':ln Church, Grants of lands were made by the 
King and the Noblcs to the ncw Church, and Churches and church 
buildings were- erected . Tht ne\\' body (ook none of t}IC property 
o( the existing church. 

In 1924 efforts wcre made to amalgamate the two bodics. :lnJ 
in February, 1924. a meeting w:ts held at the Palace, Nuku';llor;)' 
when a document called ·the "Constitution or the free \X'cslcyJ.n 
Church" W:lS signed . 

Many of the members of the Free Church of Tonga were 
opposed to the amrtlg:ul);l.tion a.nd rcftlscd to join the ncw bad~', 
Mr, ]. 13. \X/atkins W;\s dismissed (rom his oilier of President by 
the Queen and many of the Ministers or the [rce ChUC(/l were 
dismissed by the Conference. The contention of the Plainlilfs WlS 
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that the assets of the Free Church of Tonga (said by Mr. J. 13. 
Watkins in evidence to amount to about £70,000) still belonged to 
the Free Church and dil.l not vest in the Free Wcslcyan Church 
when soml!" of the Free Church members had joined the new body 
sl)'led The Free Wcslcyan Church. 

Mr , Moody: appeared for the Plaintiff" 
M. Finau and Mc. Wood; appeared for the Defendants. 

CA,V. 

On the 21st June, 1924 the Court gave judgment for the 
pl.tintilTs (un{ortunatt'ly the terms of the judgment arc no lon~er 
available) and made the following order; 

(l) An Order that the land siluoatcd al Ma'ufanga whercon tlli: rc 
arc erected the church known as bb' ufanga branch of the Free 
Church of TOllga and the Minister's housC' now occupied by 
onc Siooc Pulu is owned by such members of the Free Church 
of Tonga (founded in the year 188:5 by His Majesty King 
Gcorge Tupou J. As;-

(a) ha.ve not assented to or do not hereafter assent to a cer
tain constitution of the WesJeyan Free Church oC Tonga 
d.lted on or about the 30th day of May. 1924; or 

(b) have not assented to or &0 not hereafter assent to any 
amalgamation of the Free Church of Tonga. (founded as 
above mentioned) with the WesIeyan Church or any 
other Church . 

(2) Also that no person who has assented to or shall hereafter 
as,ent to the constitution referred to in porag,.ph 1 (a) 
hereof or who has assented to or shall hereafter assent to any 
such amalgamation as is referred to in 1 (b) hereof has any 
right title or interest in the land referred to in paragraph (I) 
hereof. 

(3) Also that the defendant K. Fakafanua as noble of Maufang. 
has .J. .neversiona~y interest in the said land at Ma·ufa.nga to 
come mto operation ani}' when the Free Church ceases to exist 
or require the lands [or the object for which they were given. 

(4) The Court also orders co,t, £42 and Court Fees £2! 17!.

EDITOR'S NOTE: The def~ndants Itppeltkd and 00 the 11th September. 
1924 the Privy Council (Strong!: c.J.) uphdd the .p~al. S« p.g~ 136. 


