No. 4 of 1896.

Vicroria, by the Grace of God, of the United .K_ingdom of Great
- Britain and Ireland Queen, Empress of India, &e., &e., &e.

QUEEN’S REGULATION -

(ﬂddg in the name ond on bekalf of Her Majesty by Her Majesty’s High Commissioner
" for the Western Pacific, in accordance wzth the provisions of the Pacific Order in
C’azmazl 1893.)

’1‘0 RESTRICT THE ALIENATION OF LAND IN ’I‘]E[E
BRITISH SOLOMON ISLANI)S

(L8] JOHN B. THURSTON.

THIS Regulation shall apply to all the 1sla,nds comprlsed in the Limits of Regalation,

-+ Protectorate established by Her Majesty in the Solomon Group.
-~ 2. The word “native” in this Regulation shall mean aboriginal Interpretation.
native of the British Solomén Islands, and the expression “ non-
native ” shall mean any other person, The expression “ native land’
: _'sha.]l mean land owned by a native.
8. From and after the coming into force of this Regulation nO Alienation of land
native or vacant land shall be acquired by any non-native person in estrictad
he British Solomon Islands otherwise than as is prowded in this
'Regulatlon
- 4, Land may, with the sanction of the High Commissioner, 'be Contracts for pue-
' purchased from natives for the purpose of a tra.dmg station or for “e O netivelande.
: agricultural
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agricultural purposes, and provisional contracts to acquire such land
may be entered into with natives. Every such provisional contract
shall be submitted, together with a plan showing the situation of the
land, to the High Commissioner, who after making, by himself or his
deputies, such inquiry as is possible with regard to the title of the
proposed vendors and the fairness of the contract, may either confirm.
or disallow such contract. 5

Sgndlgmonf“ln]fg’; § 5. Every conveyance by a native of land for the purpose of

tiading purposes. erecting a trading station shall be conditional on the erection and

' occupation within two years of such trading station. On breach of

this condition the land shall revert to the native vendor.

Jondition on convey- 6. Every conveyance by a native of land for agricultural pur-

for agrionltural ~ pOSes shall be conditional on at least one-fenth part of the area of land

purposes. conveyed being cultivated within five years of the date of the con-
veyance. On failure of the condition the purchaser shall be seized of -
all the land which has been cultivated, cleared, or built on by him,
and the remainder of the land compmsed in the conveyance shall
revert to the native vendor.

Sontracts for lesses 7. Leases may, subject to the approval of the High Commis-

- sioner, be obtained of native land for any purpose (including the

working of minerals and the cutting of timber) and the provisions of
section five of this Regulation with regard to contracts for the con-
veyance of native lands sha,ll apply to contracts for leases of native
land. .

Contracta for leases * 8, Leases of native land determinable at any time a:fter the

of native land deter-

minsble aftersix  cXpiration of not more than six months’ notice on either side may he

monthe notice.  ohtained without the previous sanmction of the Migh Commissioner.
All native land occupied after the coming into force of this Regulation
otherwise than as provided in this Regulafion shall be deemed to he
held on lease determinable at any time a,fter one month’s notice on
either side.

Uopies of convey- 9. A copy of every conveyance or lease of native land granted

ances to be lodged
with High Commis. under this Regulation must be deposited within six months from the
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sioner. date of execution thereof in the High Commissioner’s Office, othervnse
such conveyance or lease shall be of no effect.
Vacant land. 10. Leases may be granted by the High Commissioner on

behalf of Her Majesty of land (other than land found to be acquired
bond fide for valnable considerastion by a non-native person) being
vacant by reason of the extinction of the original native owners and
their descendants.
 Belief in action for ~ 11. The approval of the High Commissioner to any conveyance
" brought aguinst 2ond OF lease of native land shall not be conclusive evidence of the right of
Jide ocoupler. the vendor or lessor to convey or lease. Bub in any action brought
against a person in occupation who acquired bond jfide and without
notice of the plaintiff’s claim, the Court may, 111 an action for the
recovery of the land, (if i finds that the plaintiff is entitled in law to
succeed,) instead of ordering the defendant to remove from the land
forming the subject of the action, order such defendant to pay the
plaintiff such sum of money as it may think just, in which case the
right of the plaintiff shall be vested in the defendant on payment of
such sum of money in accordance with the order of the Court: or if
the defendant claims to hold under a lease granted under this Regn-
lation, the Court may order that the defendant retain possession of
the land forming the subject of the action during the unexpired term
of the lease, subject to the payment of such rent, and subject to such
conditions, as the Court may think just. In ﬁxmg the amount of any
sum or rent as aforesaid the Court shall not take info account the
value of improvements effected by the defendant. In the case of land

held
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ease the Court may order any such defendant as aforesaid
nioney in respect of past occupation. o

ss agreed to the contrary, buildings erected by a tenant Tonants may vemove

ase from a native or natives may be removed by such mination of tenancy.
piration of the tenancy. In the event of any eon-

ve land becoming void by reason of the non-fulfilment

1 imposed by this Regulation the purchaser shall have

eturn of any part of the purchase-money, or other

as in sechion eleven of this Regulation provided Saving clause.
1s-Regulation contained shall be construed to permit the

wnd by any person who but for this Regulation would
mmediate ejectment. ' '

,shed; and exhibited in the publie office of the High Com- Date of publication.
is -fourth day of September one thousand eight hundred

By Command,
WILFRED COLLET,
Secretary to the High Commissioner.

Suva ; Edward John March, Government Priniter.—1896.



