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AN ACT TO MAKE PROVISION FOR THE ESTABLISHMENT OF A WATER 16 of 1992 

AUTHORlTY FOR SOLOMON ISLANDS, TO PROVIDE FOR THE 

PROPER MANAGEMENT AND DEVELOPMENT OF URBAN WATER 

RESOURCES AND SERVICES AND SEWERAGE SERVICES IN 

SOLOMON ISLANDS AND FOR OTHER MATTERS CONNECTED 

THEREWITH OR INCIDENTAL THERETO' 

[1 7th May 1993] 

PART I 

PRELIMINARY 

1. This Act may be cited as the Solomon Islands Water Short title 

Authority Act. 

2. The provisions of this Act shall apply to the whole of 
Solomon Islands, or to such areas or parts of Solomon Islands as 
the Minister may, from time to time prescribe by Order. 

3.-(1) In this Act unless the context otherwise requires­
"additional works agreement" means an agreement 

entered into under section 20; 
"approval" in relation to Part III, means an approval to 

develop land given by an appropriate body; 
"area", in relation to the Authority, means the area of 

operations of the Authority; 
"authorised person" means an employee or other person 

acting on behalf of the Authority; 
"Board" means the Board of the Authority established 

under section 6; 
"catchment area" means an area of land declared by an 

order in force under section 18 to be a catchment area; 
"charging period", in relation to the Authority, means a 

period declared by an order in force under section 22 
to be a charging period for the Authority; 

"compliance certificate" means a certificate referred to in 
section 21; 

"Council" means a Provincial Government of a province 
or the Honiara Town Council, as the case may be and 
includes an area council; 

Application of 
Act 

Interpretation 
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"developer" means a person to whom an approval to 
which Part III applies has been given; 

"development" , in relation to land, means _ 

(a) the erection of a building on the land; 

(b) the carrying out of work in, on, over or under the 
land; 

(e) the use of the land or of a building or work on the 
land; or 

(d) the subdivision of the land; 
"land" includes an easement or right over, through or 

above any land; 

::memb,~r" means a director ~f the Board of the Authority; 
meter Includes any measunng device; 

"Minister" means the Minister Who for the time being is 
charged with responsibility of administering urban 
water supply; 

"owner" shall have the meaning ascribed to it in the Land 
and Titles Act; 

"public road" means a road the public are entitled to use 
whether or not it is declared as a public road under th~ 
Roads Act or any Provincial Ordinance' 

"service charge" means _ ' 

(a) a water service charge; 

(b) a sewerage service charge; 

(e) a loan service charge; . 

(d) a development works service charge; or 

(e) a special industry service charge, that may be I~vi;d 
under Part IV; 

"special industry" means an industry declared by an order 
In force under section 22 to be a special industry-

"work or works", include- ' 

(a) water mains and water headwork; 

(b) sewer mains and sewage treatment works; and 

(e) any works ancillary to the works referred to in 
paragraphs (a) or (b). 

(2) A reference in this Act to _ 

(a) the erection of a building includes a reference to the 
rebuilding of, the making of structural alterations to, or the 
enlargement or extension of, a building or the placing or 
relocating of a building on land; and 

(b) the carrying out of a work includes a reference to the 
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rebuilding of, the making of alterations to, or the enlarge­
ment or extension of, a work; and 

(e) a work includes a reference to any physical activity 
in relation to land that is specified by a regulatIOn to be a 
work for the purpose of this Act; and 

(d) the subdivision of land is a reference to-

(i) (without limiting the following provisions of 
this paragraph) the subdivision of land within 
the meaning of the provisions of the Land and 
Titles Act; or 

(ii) any other division of land into two or more 
parts which, after the division, w~uld be 
obviously adapted for separate occupation, use 
or disposition; or 

(iii) the redivision of land, by such a subdivision or 
by any other division, into differem parts which, 
after the redivision, would be obVIOusly adapted 
for separate occupation, use or disposition; or 

(e) the carrying out of development includes a reference 
to the erection of a building, the carrying out of work, the 
use of land or of a building or work, or the subdivision of 
land, as the case may require. 

4.-(1) The objects of the Authority shall be-

(a) to ensure that water resources allocated for urban 
water supply are properly managed, distributed, allocated 
and used in ways which are consistent with proper water 
management practices; 

(b) to provide water and related service~ to me.et the 
needs for users in a commercial manner consistent with the 
overall policies of the Government. 

(2) In exercising its functions, the Authority may have regard 
to such matters as it considers would be appropnate for the 
attainment of its objects including, but without limiting the 
generality of the foregoing-

(a) promotion of efficient use of urban water resources; 

(b) the necessity for integrated catchment management 
and planning of land use and the use of urban water 
resources; 

(e) public interest and community needs; 

(d) conservation of urban water resources; 
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(e) pollution control and prevention; and 

(j) efficient use of human, material and financial 
resources. 

PART II 

ESTABLISHMENT OF THE AUTHORITY, MANAGEMENT, FUNCTIONS 

AND POWERS 

5.-(1) There shall be established for the purpose of this Act 
a body to be known as Solomon Islands Water Authority (herein~ 
after referred to .as the Authority) which shall be a body 
corporate . to whIch the provisions of Part VII of the 
InterpretatIOn and General Provisions Act shall apply. 

(2) The pr?visions of the First Schedule shall have effect as to 
the consbtutlOn of the Authority and otherwise in relation 
thereto. 

6.-(1) There shall be established for the purposes of this Act, 
a Bom:d of Dlre~tors of the Authority which shall, subject to the 
provmons of thIS Act, be responsible for the policy and general 
admmlstratlOn of the affairs of the Authority. 

(2) The provisions of the Second Schedule shall have effect as 
to the consbtutlOn of the Board and otherwise in relation thereto. 

7. The functions of the Authority shall be-

. (~) to control, regulate, develop, manage, conserve. an,d 
utl!Jse urban water resources in the best interests, of 
Solomon Islands; 

(b) to formulate national policies relating to the control 
and Use of urban water resources' , 

(e) to ensure that the water supplied for consumption 
meets the prescribed water quality standards; 

(d) to provide, construct, operate, manage and maintain, 
bUlldmgs, works, syst~ms and services for impounding, 
conservl~g and supplymg water for domestic, industrial, 
commercial and other purposes; 

(e) to provide, construct, operate, manage and maintain 
bUlldmgs, works: systems and services for the conveyance, 
treatment and dIsposal of sewage, disposal of trade and 
mdustrial waste and other connected purposes; and 

(j) any other like function. 
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8. The Minister may after consultation with the Chairman, 
give to the Authority such directions of a general character as to 
the policy to be followed by the Authonty m the performance of 
its functions as appear to. the Minister to be necessary, and the 
Board shall give effect thereto. 

9.-(1) The Minister may by Order published in the Gazette 
declare the whole of Solomon Islands or any part thereof to be 
an area of operation for the purposes of this Act. 

(2) Where the Minister declares, an area of operation pursuant 
to the provisions of subsection (1), the Order may specify the 
functions which the Authority may exercise in respect of the area 
of operation. 

10.-(1) Subject to the provisions of subsections (2) and (3), 
the Authority shall have powers to do anything which is calcu­
lated to facilitate the discharge of its functions, or is incidental or 
conducive to their discharge. 

(2) In particular, and without prejudice to the generality of the 
provisions of subsection (1), the Authority may-

(a) acquire, hold and dispose of movable and 
immovable property; 

(b) act as agent for other persons or appoint agents on its 
behalf; 

(e) enter into agreements or arrangements with any 
person or institution, whether, national or international, 
providing participation, assistance or co-operation WIth ItS 
activities; 

(d) establish and maintain funds to meet contingencies 
and for such other purposes as it may think fit; and 

(e) generate revenue by levying and recovering charges, 
fees, rates and capital contributions. 

(3) Subject to the provisions of this Act and to the approval of 
the Minister, the Authority may -

(a) form subsidiary companies, enter into partnership or 
joint ventures to carry on any activities which the Authority 
has power under this Act to carryon; 

(b) enter into any commercial operations in respect of its 
activities, services or products; and 

(d) effect and maintain or contribute to insurance 
schemes. 
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11.-(1) The Authority may, by its employees and th . 
persons _ au onsed 

(a) ente~ and occupy land and there exercise an of its 
fUnctIOns, IncludIng the carrying out of any work onY b I 
or above the surface of the land' ' e ow , 
. (b) divert water from, or alter the Course of a stream 

fiver or waterway; and ' 

(e
l
) impound or take water on, in or under the surface of 

any and. 

for (~c~he p~wer conferred by this section is sufficient authority 
emp oyees or authonsed persons to enter Or occupy land 

or any part of a building (except an enclosed part . d 
~ep~rate dwelling) in the exercise of the AuthOrit~~~ur.:~ /s a 
unng daylight for the purpose of _ c IOns 

(a) reading a meter; or 

(b) ascertaining whether trade waste I'S . 
bein ( h present or IS 
A 

g.or as recently been) discharged to a work of the 
uthonty, 

~h~~~~~huel employee for authorised person is refused access by 
occupier 0 the land. 

att~~~ ~~~n~~~~~rity may, in accordance with the regulations, 
a building. g shaft, pipe or tube for a sewer to the wall of 

(4) The Authority may remove or use an thO 
obtained in the exercise of its powers under thls S~~i::g up or 

(5) The Authority shall- • 

(a) do as little damage as practicable I'n e .. . 
P d '· XerclSlng Its owers un er thiS sectIOn; and 

(b) compensate all persons who suffer damage by th 
exercise of the powers, e 

in relation to the land entered. 

Wh
12

'-1 (ld) hSubject to the provisions of this Part, every person 
ose an as been used In layin d . 

~~~~~a~:or any other pUrposes ~f ~:1~f~~~a~i~~t~~~;~~ 
compensatIOn for any damage sustained b h' b 

reason of such Use of h' I d Y 1m y 
ascertained and awarded i~sthan" '11sUCh compensation shall be 

e 10 OWIng manner-
(a) by way of reinstatement . 
k ' repair, constructl'on of Wor s; or 
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Provided, however, that where the Authority provides a sewer, 
compensation shall be payable only if such construction of a 
sewer causes damage to or interference with an existing building 
or structure. 

(2) In all instances in which compensation is claimed it shall 
be lawful for the Authority, to agree with the claimant for the 
payment of such sums of money by way of compensation as the 
Authority may think reasonable. 

(3) A claim for compensation under this section shall not be 
effective unless such claim is made in writing not later than six 
months after the damage was suffered. 

13.-(1) Subject to the provisions of subsections (2) and (3), 
the Authority may by its employees or authorised persons 
enter-

(a) at any time any land or building other than a 
dwelling-house; 

(b) a dwelling-house at a reasonable time during day­
light. 

(2) The Authority shall not exercise the powers conferred by 
subsection (1) except for the purpose of ascertaining-

(a) the character and condition of the land or building; 

(b) the condition or location of any pipe, sewer, drain, 
channel, fitting or other work used in connection with the 
land or building; 

(e) whether any use, consumption, waste, misuse or 
undue consumption of water supplied by the Authority is 
occurring; Of 

(d) whether any offence against this Act has been or is 
being committed. 

(3) The Authority shall not exercise the powers conferred by 
subsection (I) unless reasonable written notice of its intention to 
do so hils first been given to the owner or occupier of the land, 
building or dwelling-house. 

(4) The Authority may, by notice in writing given to the owner 
or occupier of the land or building, require all defective or 
improper work discovered on an inspection to be repaired, 
altered or removed within twenty-four hours or such longer 
period as is stated in the notice. 
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(5) If a notice under subsection (4) is not complied with th 
tuthonty may, by its employees or authorised persons ente; th: 

d~d, bUilding or dwelling-house and repair, alter or r~move the 
elechve or Improper work. 

(6) The costs and expenses incurred by the Authority pursuant 
to the exerCise of Its powers under subsections (4) or (5) as th 
case may be, shall be recoverable from the owner or occ~pier a e 
a service charge. s 

(7) If, on an inspection under this section-

(a) no defective or improper work is discovered' 

(b) no waste, misuse or undue consumption ;f water 
supplied by the Authority is occurring; or 

(c) there is no breach of any provisions of this Act the 
Authonty .shall make good any damage or disturb~ce 
caused by It for the purposes of the inspection. 

(8) In exercising its powers under this section the Auth . t 
shall do as little damage as practicable. ' on y 

14.~(1) For the pUrposes of performing its functions the 
Authonty may, .o? giving reasonable notice to the approp~iate 
government Ministry or other body . . exercIsing control or 
mabnagakement over any public road, street or public reserve open 
or re up- ' 

(a) such road, street, public reserve or pavements; or 

(b) any sewer, drain, tunnel or pipe under such roa\! 
street, public reserve or pavements. ' 

(2) On completion of any works conducted by the Authorit 
~ur~uant to the exercise of Its powers under subsection (1) th~ 
r ut onty shall a~ soon as practicable restore the surface of ~uch 
oad, street, public reserve or pavement to the conditi d 

as It was previously. on or or er 

15.-(1) If-

(a) theAuthority, in order to exercise its functions, needs 

b
an alteratIOn to be made in the position of a conduit owned 
y another person; and 

(b). the alteration would not permanently damage the 
condUit or adversely affect its operation, 

the Authority may serve on the person a written notice that 
complies with subsection (2). 

SOLOMON ISLANDS 
WATER AUTHORITY 

(2) A notice referred to in subsection (I) shall­

(a) specify the alteration needed; 
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(b) require the alteration be made within a reasonable 
time stated in the notice; and 

(c) include an undertaking by the Authority to pay 
reasonable cost of the alteration. 

(3) If the alteration is not made in accordance with the notice, 
the Authority may make the alteration in such a manner as not to 
damage the conduit permanently or adversely affect its operation 
on completion of the alteration. 

(4) In this section, "conduit" means anything that is in or 
under a public road or street and is used for the conveyance of a 
substance, energy or signal. 

16. If a person places a structure or other object in or near any 
work of the Authority in such a manner as to interfere with the 
work, the Authority may demolish or remove the structure or 
other object, repair and restore the work and recover the cost of 
doing so as debt owing to the Authority by the person who 
placed the structure or other object there. 

17.-(1) Where the water being supplied by the Authority is 
suspected as being interferred with so as to cause pollution, the 
Authority may for the purpose of carrying out an investigation, 
after due notice to persons likely to be affected, open, break or 
dig any public or private road or street or any ground. 

(2) Where on completion of the investigation it is found that 
the person to whom notice was given under subsection (I) was 
not responsible for the interference or pollution of the water, the 
Authority shall restore the surface dug or damaged to the con­
dition or order as it was previously and repair any other damage 
caused by its operatiDns. 

(3) Where on completion of the investigation it is found that 
the person to whom notice was given under subsection (1) was 
responsible for the interference or pollution of the water, the 
Authority may recover from such person the costs incurred in 
such investigation. 

18.-(1) Where the Minister on the recommendation of the 
Authority considers that it is appropriate with a view to prevent­
ing, controlling, prohibiting or restricting the carrying out in a 
particular area from which urban water supply maybe extracted, 
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such activities which are considered likely to result in pollution 
of, or interference with the pr?per use, flow or control of water, 
he may make an Order declanng such area as a catchment area 
and specify in such Order activities which are prohibited or 
restricted. 

(2) Where an order under subsection (1) declaring a specified 
area as a catchment area has been made no person or in the case 
of Government owned land no government body shall in that 
declared area carry on any prohibited or restricted activity with­
out first obtaining written permission from the Minister. 

(3) On application being made to the Minister in the 
prescribed manner the Minister may either refuse the request or 
pemut such activities subject to such restrictions as he may deem 
appropnate. 

19. Where an Order made under section 18, affects any land 
owner, . person or group of persons, interests in land, the 
Authonty .may enter into negotiations with a view to paying 
compensatIOn for any loss that such landowners or person or 
g:o~ps of pers.ons may suffer as a result of the restrictions or pro-
hibitIons specified in the Order. . 

PART III 

CONSTRUCTION OF WORKS 

20.-(1) The Authority may enter into an agreement with the 
owner of any land providing for the construction of such works 
as may be specified in the agreement. 

(2) Such an agreement may provide for-

(a) the payment to the Authority by the owner of the 
land-

(i) of the whole of the cost of the construction of 
the works referred to in the agreement; or 

(ii) of such part of that cost as, in the opinion of the 
Authority, is reasonable, having regard to the 
benefit of the works to that land and any other 
land that may in the opinion of the Authority, be 
capable of being served by those works; and 

(b) such other matters as may be prescribed or agreed 
upon between the Authority and the owner of the land. 

SOLOMON ISLANDS 
WATER AUTHORITY 

[CAP. 130 

(3) Any works constructed under such an agreement shall be 
the property of the Authority. 

21.-(1) On obtaining the necessary approval referred t? in 
this Part, the developer may make application in the pre.scnbed 
form to the Authority for issue of a Certificate of Comphance. 

(2) The Authority may by regulations prescribe -

(a) the procedure for the application by a developer for 
the issue of the Certificate of Compliance; 

(b) the requirements to be satisfied in respect of that 
Certificate of Compliance; and 

(e) the form and contents of the Certificate of 
Compliance. 

(3) Where the Authority is satisfied that th~ requirements 
prescribed by regulations' made under this sectIOn have been 
complied with it may enter into any agreement With such 
developer and issue to him a Certificate of Comphance. 

22. The Minister may, by Order published in the Gazette for 
the purposes of service charges declare-

(a) any land described in the Order to be a development 
area; 

(b) any industry specified in the Order to be a special 
industry; or 

(e) successive periods (whether or not of the same 
duration) to be charging periods. 

23.-(1) The Minister may by regulations prescribe the 
requirements and the procedure for the proViding of water mams 
and sewer mains to any land or premises. 

(2) The Authority may by notice declare water mains and 
sewer mains available for connection. 

PART IV 

SERVICE CHARGES 

24.-(1) The prices to be charged by the Authority for the 
supply of services specified in subse~tion (3) shall be m accor­
dance with such tariffs as may, from tIme to tIme, be fixed by the 
Minister on the recommendation of the Authority. 
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. (2) In making its recommendation to the Minister as required 
III subsectIOn (1), the Authority shall take into consideration the 
matters specified in this Part. 

(3) The charges referred to in subsection (1) shall be in respect 
of-

(a) water service; 

(b) sewerage service; 

(e) loan service; 

(d) developmental works service; and 
(e) special industry service. 

on land within its area. 

. (4) The Authority may, in accordance with the regulations 
Impose fees and charges for ~y service or thing supplied or pro­
vIded by It III the exerCise of Its functions under this Act. 

25.-(1) The Authority may only levy water service charges 
on land-

(a) to which water is supplied; or 

(b) to which, in the opinion of the Authority, it is reason­
ably practicable for water to the supplied, from one of the 
Authority's water mains. 

(2) The Authority may only levy sewerage service charges on 
land-

(a) from which sewage may be discharged; or 

(b) from which, in the opinion of the Authority, it is 
reasonably practicable for sewage to be discharged, into 
one of the Authority's sewer mains. 

(3) The Authority may only levy developmental works service 
charges on land within a development area. 

(4) The Authority may only levy special industry service 
charges on land on which a special industry is conducted. 

(5) The Authority may not levy service charges in respect of 
any land exempted by the Minister by Order made and published 
in the Gazette. 

26.-(1) The Authority shall specify by regulations the factor 
or factors according to which the Authority may classify lands 
for the purpose of levying service charges. 

(2) Without limiting the generality of subsection (1), the 
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regulations may specify that the Authority may classify land 
according to anyone or more of the followlllg factors -

(a) the purpose for which the land is actually being used; 

(b) the intensity with which 'the land is being used for the 
purpose; 

(e) the purpose for which the land is capable of being 
used; 

(d) the nature and extent of the water and sewerage 
services connected to the land. 

(3) For the purposes of subsection (2)(e), land is not capable 
of being used for a purpose if the use of the land for that purpose 
would be in contravention of any Act or law relatlllg to the use 
ofland. 

27.-(1) The basis or the criteria onwhich theAut~ority may 
levy service charges shall be as prescnbed by regulatIOns made 
by the Minister. 

(2) Without limiting the generality of subsection (1), the 
regulations may specify that the Authonty may levy s~rvlce 
charges according to anyone or more of the followlllg baSIS -

(a) the nominal size (as determined in accordance with 
the regulations) of the water service pipe supplylllg water 
to the land; 

(b) the nominal size (as determined in the regulations) of 
the sewerage service pipe discharging sewage from the 
land; 

(e) the area of the land. 

28.-(1) Before the end of each charging period the Authority 
shall, in accordance with the regulations, determine-

(a) the amount of money that it p;opos.es to raise by way 
of service charges levied on land wlthlll ItS area; ., 

(b) the factor or factors according to which land within 
its area is to be classified for the purpose of levYlllg service 
charges; 

(e) the basis or bases according to which service charges 
are to be levied; and 

(d) the rate at which service charges are to be levied on, 
or the maximum or minimum service charges that are 
applicable to land within its area of operation, 

for the next succeeding charging period. 
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(2) In making a determination under this section, the 
Authority may have regard to-

(a) its estimation of the degree of benefit that accrues to 
land in respect of each service for which the charge is to be 
levied; 

(b) its estimation of the degree to which each service is 
or may be used in relation to land in respect of which the 
charge is to be levied; 

(e) its estimation of the cost involved in the construction, 
maintenance and operation of each service for which the 
charge is to be levied; and 

(d) such other matters as it considers relevant to the 
levying of charges for each such service. 

(3) A determination under this section-

(a) is required to be approved by the Minister and does 
not have effect unless it is so approved; 

(b) shall be published in the Gazette before the 
commencement of the charging period to which it relates; 
and 

(e) shall take effect on the commencement of the 
charging period to which it relates. 

(4) A detennination does not fail merely because it is not pub­
lished in the Gazette before the commencement of the charging 
period to which it relates but, in that event, no person is liable for 
payment of the service charges to which the determination 
relates until the determination is published in the Gazette. . • 

(5) A service charge detennined under this section is levied on 
publication of the determination in the Gazette. 

(6) If, for any reason-

(a) a detennination under this section is not made before 
the charging period to which it relates; or 

(b) there is any irregularity or alleged irregularity in the 
making of any such determination, 

the Minister may extend the time for making the determination 
(whether or not the time has expired) and may authorise the 
Authority to do anything necessary to remedy any irregularity 
and make a valid determination. 

29.-(1) After making a determination under section 28, the 
Authority shall, in accordance with the determination_ 

l., 
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(a) classify each parcel of land within. its area in respect 
of which a service charge IS to be leVied, and 

(b) assess the service charges payable for each such 
parcel ofland. 

After it makes an assessment under thi~ section, the 

Au~~oritYb shall, dino:~~~r~~:~~ o~~~c~h;::Ju~:~~~n;;nc:e~~ec~ nohce to e serve . 
of which a service charge has been leVied. 

(3) Such a notice shall include information as to-

(a) the factor or factors according to which the parcel o~ 
land has been classified for the purpose of levymg a 
service charges; . 

(b) the basis or bases according to which servICe charges 
have been levied in respect of the parcel of land; . 

(e) the rate at which service charges have been lev;ed ~~' 
or the maximum or minimum charges that are app Ica e 
to, the parcel of land; and . 

the amounts payable in respect of each service ch~~e that has been levied in respect of the parcel of land. 

4 U on service of such a notice, the owner of the land to wh;c~ t! notice relates shall become liable for the payment of 
the service charges specified in the nohce. 

30 (1) A service charge for paymen a . t f which a person is 
liable' is a charge on the land to which the service charge relates. 

. 24(4) for a service or (2) A charge imposed under sectIOn . f 
thing supplied or provided in connection with the occupatIOn a 
land is a charge on the land. 

. h· t st on overdue fees, 31 The Authonty may c arge mere . 
. ' harges and other charges at a rate not exceedmg the rate serVice c . 

prescribed and provided for in regulatIOns. 

PART V 

FiNANCIAL 

32. The funds and resources of the Authority shall consist 
of-

(a) such sums as may from time to time be provided by 
Parliament out of the Consolidated Fund; 
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. (b) such sums of money as may be raised from time t 
time under Part III' 0 , 

33;(C) all moneys received from investments under section 

d
(d) such moneys borrowed by way of loans or overdrafts 

un er section 34; and 

(e) all other sums or property which may in any manner 
become payable to or vested in the Authority in respect of 
any matter mCldental to its functions under this Act 
other law. or any 

. 33. M?neys standing t? the cr~dit of the Authority may from 
time to. time be mvested m secunties approved either generally 
or speCIally by the Minister. 

su~4. ~he A~thority may borrow by way of loan or overdraft 
s ms 0 money It deems fit not exceeding an amount 

approved by the Minister. 

3:.~(I) The Government may guarantee on such terms and 
con ltions as It may determine, loans raised by the Authorit 

G
from 

any mternatlOnal or foreign organisation approved by th~ 
overnment. 

. (2) All sums payable by the Government under any guarantee 

C
glven .under subsection (I) are hereby charged on th 
.onsohdated Fund. e 

:6.-(1) Th~ income and revenue of the Authority shall not be 
su 1ect to taxatIOn under any law. 

(2) All instruments executed by or on behalf of the Authorit 
shall be exempt from stamp duty. y 

37: No customs or other duty shall be payable u on an 
machmery 0; eqUIpment Imported into Solomon Islands ~r take~ 
out of bond III Solomon Islands, by the Authority and shown to 
the s.atisfactlOn of the Comptroller of Customs and Excise to be 

A
reqtuhlred solely for the purpose of performing the functions of the 

u onty under thIS Act. 

Isl!,i An~ak machinery or equipment imported into Solomon 
s or en ~ut of bond in Solomon Islands, free of customs 

~~ty ~r {In other slmJiar duty pursuant to the provisions of section 
s a not without the prior approval m writing of the 
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Comptroller of Customs and Excise be sold or given away at any 
time within the period prescribed by the Comptroller of Customs 
and Excise, unless at the time when that machinery or equipment 
is sold or given away the Comptroller of Customs and Excise is 
paid such sums which would have been payable in respect of 
customs and other similar duties in respect of the importation or 
the taking out of bond in Solomon Islands of that machinery or 
equipment if it had not been for this section. 

39. The Authority shall, before the expiration of six months 
after the end of the financial year, submit to the Minister a report 
of its activities during the preceding financial year, and the 
Minister shall lay before Parliament a copy of the annual report. 

40.-(1) The Authority shall keep proper accounts and other 
records in respect of its operations, and shall cause to be pre­
pared an annual statement of accounts in respect of each finan­
cial year. 

(2) The accounts of the Authority shall be audited annually by 
an auditor appointed by the Authority and approved by the 
Auditor-General. 

(3) After the end of each financial year, as soon as the 
accounts of the Autbority have been audited, the Authority shall 
cause a copy of the statement of accounts to be transmitted to the 
Minister, together with a copy of any report made by the auditor 
on that statement or on the accounts of the Authority and such 
explanation of any matters referred to in the auditor's report as 
may be necessary. 

(4) The Minister shall cause a copy of the annual statement of 
accounts together with the auditor's report to be laid before 
Parliament. 

41.-(1) Any charge, fee or money due to the Authority under 
this Act may be recovered in any court of competent jurisdiction 
as if it were as debt due to the Government. 

(2) An unsatisfied judgment or order of any court for the 
recovery of any charge or fee from any person shall not be a bar 
to the recovery of the charge or fee from any other person who 
is liable under this Act for the payment of the charge or fee. 

42.-(1) The Authority shall, upon written application being 
made to it and on payment of the fee determined by the 
Authority, issue to the applicant a certificate-
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(a) containing particulars of any amounts payable to the 
Authonty m respect of a parcel of separately assessed land' 
or , 

(b) to the effect that no moneys are due to the Authority. 

(2) An application for a certificate shall-

(a) specify the name and address of the applicant; and 

(b) IdentIfy the land to which the application relates. 

(3) Such a certificate is conclusive proof I'n f f 
cha . d' , avour a a pur-

~er m goo faIth and for value of the land to . 
certIfIcate relates, that, at the date of its issue no am Whtlch the 
payabl t th A th . . , oun s were 

e a e u onty m respect of that land other than such 
amounts as are specified in the certificate. 

43. A Council shall permit an authorised 
reasonable time and without charge, to inspect v~~r:t~~~ ~ ~: 
or rate or assessment records kept by that Council and mle or 
obtam a copy of, or extract from, the records. 

44. Any amount that was due but unpaid to th M' . t f 
Transport W. k elms ry a 

, or s and Utilities immediately before th 
c~mmencement of this Act, including any amount that wa~ 
~e ~ged o~ the land to which the charge relates shall continue to 
the l~~dan tPlathyable and, ,:"her~ applicable, remains a charge on 

un I e amount IS paId. 

PART VI 

OFFENCES 

• 

Illegal diversion 45 ( 
of water .- 1) A person shall not wrongfully take, use or divert an 

~~te~ from whIch the Authority draws its supply or that is avaiZ 
a e or supply by the Authority. 

(1 /~~~~y person .who contr~venes the provisions of subsection 
on conVIctIon be lIable to a fine not exceedin 

~::~~dt~~!~~s or thofa tenn of imprisonment not exceedin: f:~~ 
suc me and Impnsonment. 

(3) It shall be p d I . resume , un ess the contrary is proved that 
any wfrongful takmg or diversion of water to or any wro~gful 
use a water on any land h" can . ' was at t e dIrection, or with the 

mvance, of the owner or occupier of the land. 
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46.-(1) A person shall not wrongfully alter the index of a 
meter or prevent a meter from duly registering the quantity of 
water supplied. 

(2) If, in connection with the pipes or other apparatus of the 
Authority used to supply water to any land, there exists any 
artificial means for-

(a) taking, using or diverting the water; or 

(b) altering the index of a meter or preventing it from 
duly registering the quantity of water supplied, 

it shall be presumed, unless the contrary is proved, that the 
taking, use, diversion, alteration or prevention was wrongfully 
effected or caused by the occupier of the land. 

(3) Any person who contravenes the provisions of subsection 
(1) shall on conviction be liable to a fine not exceeding five 
hundred dollars or to a term of imprisonment not exceeding six 
months or to both such fine and imprisonment. 

47.-(1) A person shall not willfully or negligently interfere 
with, destroy or damage a work or structure that belongs to, or is 
under the control and management of, the Authority. 

(2) Any person who contravenes the provisions of subsection 
(I) shall on conviction be liable to a fine not exceeding ten 
thousand dollars or to a term of imprisonment not exceeding five 
years or to both such fine and imprisonment. 

48. - (1) A person shall not-

(a) wilfully delay or obstruct the Authority or an author­
ised person exercising a function under this Act; 

(b) threaten or abuse a person exercising functions under 
this Act; or 

(c) wilfully remove any poles or stakes driven into the 
ground, or wilfully deface or destroy any mark made, by 
the Authority in connection with its work. 

(2) Any person who contravenes any provisions of subsection 
(1), shall on conviction be liable to a fine not exceeding two 
thousand dollars or to imprisonment for one year or to both such 
fine and imprisonment . 

49.-(1) A person shall not place a structure in or near any 
work of the Authority in such a manner as to interfere with the 
operation of the work. 
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(2) Any person who contravenes an . . -
(1), shall on conviction be liable t ~provIslOns of subsection 
thousand dollars or a term of im o. a me of not exceeding one 
year or to both such fine and I'mppnsonment not exceeding one 

nsonment. 

50. - (1) A person shall not by 0 eni 
any pipe or other work of the AuthoJty ~g any ground, expose 

(a) without lawful excuse; or 

(b) without having given th A h . 
written notice of the intention t~ opU!nOtrhIty at leadst 2 days' 

e groun . 
(2) Any person Who contravenes th .. 

(1) shall on conviction be liable t e irovIslOns of subsection 
thousand dollars or a term of . ? a me not exceeding five 
years or to both such fin d :mpnsonment not exceeding two 

e an Impnsonment. 

51.-(1) A person shall not undert k 
would have the effect of direct! a ~.or do any work which 
water supply from the mains :r ~r m Irectly connecting any 
sewers, maintained by the Authority Ispol smg of sewage to the 

. ' un ess such person-
(a) holds a lIcence issued by the Auth . onty; or 
(b) does the work under th' . 

the holder of such licence. e ImmedIate supervision of 

(2) Any person who contravenes th .. 
(1) shall on conviction be Ii bl t e rovlslOns of subsection 
thousand dollars or to a tenn ~. e ~ a me not exceeding two 
year or to both such fine and~ Impnsonment not exceeding one 

Impnsonment. 

PART VII 

MISCELLANEOUS 

• 

52. The provisions of section 35 f h . 
General Provisions Act sh II . 0 t e InterpretatIOn and 
delegation of functions ma~e b~U:~~'SA ~~ta~dis apply to any 
Manager and accordin I £ u onty or the General 
"public ~uthorit" g y or the p~rposes of this Act, the words 
"the Authority"Yan~P~'~::6e~;::n shall be ,~eemed to include 
require. Manager as the case may 

53.-(1) Where any land' . 
Authority, the Authority sha:: reiUIred for the purposes of the 
land owners or any perso en er mto negotIatIOns with the 
in the land and mak n or group of persons having an interest 
sation. e arrangements for the payment of compen-
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(2) Where there is no dispute and agreement is reached 
pursuant to subsection (1), such agreement shall be reduced to 
writing and a copy of such agreement shall be transmitted to the 
Provincial Secretary or other responsible officer of the Council. 

54.- (1) Where there is no prospect of the negotiations 
provided for in section 53 being concluded on a basis acceptable 
to the parties, or where the delay in arriving at a satisfactory 
settlement is not in the public interest the Minister charged with 
responsibility for the Land and Titles Act, may require the 
Commissioner of Lands to exercise the powers conferred by 
Division 2 of Part V of the Land and Titles Act and any other 
power vested in that behalf. 

(2) Where any land is compulsorily acquired pursuant to sub­
section (1), such purpose shall in relation to the exercise of any 
such powers be deemed tobe in the public interest. 

55.-(1) Any land vested in the Authority is exempt from any 
rates that a Council may levy. 

(2) A tunnel, water or sewer main of the Authority is exempt 
from any rental charge that a Council may levy. 

56. Land that is vested in the Authority is exempt from any 
land tax that may be levied. 

57.-(1) The Minister may make regulations, not inconsistent 
with this Act, for or with respect to any matter that by this Act is 
required or permitted to be prescribed or that is necessary or con­
venient to be prescribed for carrying out or giving effect to this 
Act. 

(2) Without limiting the generality of subsection (1), the 
regulations may make provision for or with respect to -

(a) fees, service charges and other charges, including 
charges for the abstraction or use of water; 

(b) the manner in which service charges and other 
charges shall be levied, administered and regulated, 
including the procedure for appeal against such charges; 

(C) development ofland; 
(d) the supply and use of water and without limiting the 

generality of subsection (3) creating offences relating to the 
contamination or pollution of water, whether or not while 
the water is being supplied or used; 
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(e) catchment areas includi h . 
hibition of abstractin • usin ng t .e regulatIOn or pro-
waters within catchm:~t are!'; pollutmg or contaminating 

(j) classifying quart f 
specified in keeping I ~i: water according to criteria 
practices elsewhere' proper water management , 

(g) water and sewerage systems; 
(h) trade wastes' , 
(i) the opening of the surface of roads' 
(j) public recreation; and ' 

(k) the financial operations of the A th . u onty. 
(3) Notwithstanding th . . . 

Interpretation and General
e :rovl~lOns of section 66(1) of the 

under this section may ProVi;~~~~~o~; Act any regulation made 
of the provisions of such regulations ~~~r~o~.c~ftravenmg any 
exceedmg two thousand doll . e la e to a fme not 
exceeding two years or to bo:~s or ~mfprison~ent for a term not 

suc me and Impnsonment. 

58. The Price Control Act shall not . 
under Part IV of this Act. apply to charges Imposed 

59.-(1) The Water Suppl A (h . 
"repealed Act")' h b Y ct eremafter referred to as the 

IS ere y repealed. 

(2) Notwithstanding such re eal f 
into operation of this Act _ p rom and after the coming 

Wa~~ ~~ftr~~~r:e~~~:~~ a:~ immovable, ow~ed by tlie 

ately prior to that date shall :" tr~~~~;;:;~at U~lt Immedi­
Authority without furth 0 an vest m the 
shall have all the power er assurance, and the Authority 

s necessary to t k . 
recover and deal WI'th su h a e possessIOn of, c property; 

(b) all rights powe "1 , rs, pnvI eges and interests arl's' . 
or out of such pro ert h' mg m 
liabilities SUbsistini 0/ t~atl~a~:S!hl~1 t~e ~uthOrity and 
liabilities of the Authority; a e eemed to be 

pur~~s~1 o~~~:acts and ~greements entered into for the 
be deemed to b~~~~ U~lt and subsisting on that date shall 
the Authority; ac s and agreements entered into by 

Cd) all actions and proceedi . . 
the Water U't d . ngs mslItuted by or against 

m an pendmg on that date shall be deemed to 
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be actions and proceedings instituted by or against the 
Authority; 

(e) any officer of the Water Unit on that date who is not 
offered employment with the Authority or is not posted to 
any other division in the public service shall be deemed to 
have been terminated from service and the provisions of 
Part IX of the Public Service Regulations 1979 shall 
mutatis mutandis apply. 

FIRST SCHEDULE 

THE SOLOMON ISLANDS WATER AUTHORITY 
(Section 5) 

1.-(1) The seal of the Authority shall be authenticated by the signature of 
the Chairman or a member of the Board authorised to act in that behalf and an 
officer of the Authority so authorised. 

(2) All documents other than those required by law to be under seal, made 
by, and all decisions of the Authority may be signified under the hand of the 
Chainnan or any member of the Board authorised to act in that behalf or an 
officer of the Authority so authorised. 

2. The Authority may appoint and employ at such remuneration and on such 
terms and conditions as it thinks fit-

(a) a General Manager of the Authority; and 

(b) such other officers, agents and employees as it thinks necessary for 
the proper carrying out of its functions. 

3. The expenses of the Authority (including remuneration of the staff thereof, 
the Chairman, and directors) shall be defrayed out of the income of the 
Authority. 

4. The Authority shall keep proper accounts and other records in relation to 
its business and prepare annual statements of account and reports as set out in 
Part V of this Act. 

5. The Authority shall furnish the Minister with such returns, accounts and 
other infonnation as he requires with respect to its activities, and shall afford 
to him the facilities for verifying such information in such manner and at such 
times as he may reasonably require. 

6. At the end of each financial year, the Minister shall review the operations 
of the Authority with a view to determining -

(a) whether the Authority has operated in accordance with the annual 
estimates and any approved operating plan; and 

(b) whether the assets of the Authority are sufficient to meet the 
liabilities of the Authority having regard to any claims or liabilities which 
may arise during the next ensuing year. 
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SECOND SCHEDULE 
(Section 6) 

THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS OF THE AUTHORITY 

1.-(1) The Board shall consist of the following members, namely­
(a) a Chairman appointed by the Minister; 

(b) the Permanent Secretary of the Ministry charged with responsibility 
for the administration of urban water supply; and 

(c) five members appointed by the Minister of whom two shall be 
pUblic officers. 

(2) The General Manager of the Authority shall be an ex officio member of 
the Board. 

2. In the case of the absence or inability to act of the Chairman, the Minister 
may appoint any other person to perform the functions of the Chairman. 

3.-(1) The appointment of every member (other than ex officio members) 
shall be evidenced by instrument in writing, and such instrument shall state the 
period of office of the member, which shaH not exceed two years. 

(2) Every member of the Board shall be eligible for re-appointment. 

(3) The Minister may at any time revoke the appointment of any member of 
the Board appointed by him. 

4.-(1) Any member of the Board other than the Chairman, may at any time 
resign his office by instrument in writing addressed to the Minister and trans­
mitted through the Chairman, and from the date of the receipt by the Minister 
of such instrument such member, shaII cease to be a member of the Board. 

• (2) The Chainnan may at any time resign his office by instrument in writing 
addressed to the Minister and such resignation shall take effect as from the date 
of receipt of such instrument. 

5. The names of all members of the Board as first constituted and every 
change in the membership thereof shall be published in the Gazette. 

6. Any member of the Board who­

(a) is declared a bankrupt; or 

(b) is sentenced to imprisonment for three months or more for a 
criminal offence; or 

(c) without reasonable excuse fails to attend three consecutive meetings 
of the Board, 

shall be immediately removed from the Board by the Minister. 

7.-(1) The Board shall meet at such times as may be necessary or expedient 
for the transaction of its business, so however, that it shall not be less than four 
meetings in any calendar year. 
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. e call a special meeting of the Board and 
(2) The Chai~man m~y at any t~7:t within seven days of a written request for 

shall call a special meetmg ~o be h embers of the Board. 
that purpose addressed to hIm by two or more ill 

. . B d and in the case . d all meetmgs of the oar (3) The Chairman shall prest eat . ub]'ect to paragraph 2, the 
Ch ' from any meetmg, s 

of absence of the mrma~ h II elect one of their number to 
members present arid formmg a quorum s a 

preside at the meeting, , ' 

be b a ma'ority of votes, and in addItion 
(4) The decision of the BO,ard shall y h J erson presiding at a meeting 

.. I t the ChaIrman or any ot er P 
to an ongma v~ e" in which the vote is equal. shall have a castmg vote 111 any case 

ff the Chairman decides, (5) The General Manager, and such other 0 lcers as 
shall attend meetings. 

(6) Minutes of each meeting of the Board shall be kept in a proper form, 

f particular meeting. (7) The Board shall determine its quorum or any 

, f the Board shall not be affected by any 
(8) The validity of any proceedmgs; b y defect in the appointment of 

vacancy amongst the members thereo or y an 
a member thereof. 

. and other members of the Board, such 
8. There shall be paid to the ChaIrman . salary or fees) and such 

. (h ther by way of honoranum, remuneratIOn we, 
allowances as the Minister may determme. 

. . r other roceedings shall be broug~t 
9. No action, SUlt or prosecutlO~ 0 t Pf any act done bona fide III 

b . f the Board III respec 0 . A 
against any mem e~ 0 , d d tion of the provisions of thIS ct. pursuance or executIon or mten e execu 

. hairman or other members of the Board shall not be 
10. The office of the C f Ch ter XIII of the Constitution, public offices for the purpose 0 ap 
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CHAPTER 130 

SOLOMON ISLANDS WATER AUTHORITY 

Subsidiary Legislation 

THE SOLOMON ISLANDS WATER AUTHORITY (AREAS OF 
OPERATION) ORDER 

(Section 9) 

[lOth February 1995] 

1. This Order may be cited as the Solomon Islands Water 
Authority (Areas of Operation) Order. 

2. The areas specified in the Schedule hereto are hereby 
declared to be areas of operation for the purposes of the Act. 

SCHEDULE 

1. Guadalcanal All those areas of land that are shaded in red colour in map 
plan number 1. 

2. Munda/Noro All those areas of land that are shaded in red colour in map 
plan number SIl57/5. 

3. Lata All those areas of land that are shaded in red colour in map 
plan number 101l65/16 

4. Buala All those areas of land that are shaded in red colour in map 
plan number 9/16011. ... 

5. Tulagi 

6. Kira Kira 

7. Tinggoa 

8.Auki 

9. Gizo 

10. Taro 

All those areas of land that are shaded in red colour in map 
plan number 91l601l. 

All those areas of land that are shaded in red colour in map 
plan number 101l6l!S. 

All those areas of land that are shaded in red colour in map 
plan number XH0314. 

All those areas of land that are shaded in red colour in map 
plan number XLS02S. 

All those areas of land that are shaded in red colour in map 
plan number TM5903. 

All those areas of land shaded in red colour in map plan 
number 6/156/10. 

SOLOMON ISLANDS 
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PRICES FOR SUPPLY OF SERVICES 
(Section 24) 

The prices to be charged by the Authority for the supply of 
services shall be as set out in the Schedule hereto -

SCHEDULE 

1. MONTHLY CONSUMPTION 
Domestic Consumption 

Water 
($/kL) 

OkL-35 kL $0.65 
Greater than 35 kL $1.30 
Commercial Consumption $1.30 

2. TULAGI AND AUK! (No Standing Charge) 
Domestic Consumption 

OkL-23kL $5.00 (Min) 
Greater than 23 kL $0.30/kL 
Unmetered Properties $6.00 

3. MONTHLY STANDING CHARGE 

4. WATER INSTALLATION 
Domestic 
Commercial 

5. WASTEWATER INSTALLATION 
Domestic 
Commercial 

6. DISCONNECTION FEE 

7. RECONNECTION FEE 

S. METER TESTING FEE 

9. PLUMBING INVESTIGATION FEE 
Domestic 
Commercial 

10. DEPOSIT 
Domestic 
Commercial 

II. INTEREST ON OVERDUE ACCOUNTS 

12. DISHONOURED CHEQUE FEE 

13. CANCELLATION FEE 

AMPLIFICATION CHARGES 14. 

15. WATER AND SEWER MAINS 
EXTENSION CHARGES 

Water and Wastewater 
($/kL) 
$0.975 
$1.95 
$1.95 

Commercial Consumption 
$10 .00 (Min) 

$1.00/kL 
$20.00 

$6.20 

$350.00 
To be assessed 

$350.00 
To be assessed 

$50.00 

$50.00 

$SO.OO 

$25.00 
$50.00 

$60.00 
$300.00 

12% pa 

2 x appropriate bank charge 

$25.00 

To be assessed 

To be assessed 

4579 

LN92/1995 

, i 

, " 

,I, 



4580 

LN62/1994 

• 

CAP. 130] SOLOMON ISLANDS 
WATER AUTHORITY 

THE SOLOMON ISLANDS WATER AUTHORITY (FINANCE) 
REGULATIONS 
(Section 57) 

[27th May 1994] 

ARRANGEMENT OF REGULATIONS 
REGULATION 

1. CiTATION 

2. DEFINITIONS 

PART I 

PRELIMINARY 

PART 2 

SERVICE CHARGES AND OTHER CHARGES 
3. LEVY OF FEES AND CHARGES, ETC 

4. LAND IN RESPECT OF WHICH THE AUTHORITY MAY LEVY SERVICE CHARGES 

5, CLASSIFICATION OF LAND 

6. BASES FOR LEVYING SERVICE CHARGES 

7. DETERMINATIONS BY THE AUTHORITY 

8, AVAILABILITY FOR CONNECTION AND LIABILITY FOR CHARGES 

9. FEES AND CHARGES OTHER THAN SERVICE CHARGES 

10, CHARGES IN RESPECT OF LEAKAGES WITHIN THE PROPERTY BOUNDARIES 

II. CHARGES WHERE LEAKAGES OCCUR OUTSIDE PROPERTY BOUNDARIES 

12. PAYMENT BY INSTALLMENTS 

13. PAYMENT TO THE AUTHORITY 

14. INTEREST ON UNPAID AMOUNTS 

15. ADJUSTMENT OF SERVICE CHARGE 

16. OBJECTION TO CERTAIN SERVICE CHARGES 

17. ApPEAL RELATING TO OBJECTION TO SERVICE CHARGE 

18. GENERAL POWER TO DEFER OR WAIVE PAYMENT 

19. MAKING OF FALSE STATEMENT 

• 

SOLOMON ISLANDS 
WATER AUTHORITY 

PART 3 

MISCELLANEOUS 

20. METERS 

21. SERVICE OF NOTICES 

RECORDING OF SERVICE CHARGE AND OTHER CHARGES 22. 

23. CROWN LAND HELD ON LEASE 

24. CROWN UNDERTAKINGS 

25. SUCCESSIVE CROWN LESSEES IN T HE SAME CHARGING YEAR 

26. LIABILITY OF JOINT OWNERS 

27. LIABILITY ON DISPOSING OF LAND 

DAILY BASIS OF APPORTIONMENT OF SERVICE CHARGE 28. 

29. LIABILITY OF NEW OWNER 

30. LIABILITY OF TENANT 

PROPORTIONATE LIABILITY FOR SERVICE CHARGE 31. 

32. SAVINGS AND TRANSITIONAL 

SCHEDULE 
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PART I 

PRELIMINARY 

1. These Regulations may be cited 
Water Authority (Finance) Regulations. as the Solomon Islands 

2.. In these Regulations unless the 
reqUires _ context otherwise 

"a 1" PP~~gU~~:S I~ objection from a decision referred to in 
" ' commercial I d" . 

of a b ~~. means land occupied or used as the site 
purpose~;1 mg used for commercial or business 

"discharge factor" in relation to sewerage services, means 
the. per~emage of the water supplied by the Auth . 
whICh IS, m the view of the Authority, dischargedo;~t~ 
sewer mam of the Authority' 

"dwelling" means a h fl ' 
stru t' th . ouse, at, apartment or similar con-

e IOn at IS occupied a d d' druse, or so constructed 
eSlg~e or adapted as to be capable of bein ' 

" occ.upled or used, as a separate dwelli . g 
Industnalland A" I ng, 

means and occupied or used for h 
" or secoudary industry development. eavy 

Industnalland B" ' 
A . d means land, other than industrial land 

" ,,'. OCCUpIe or used for industrial purposes' 
" land I~cludes any estate or interest in land' ' 
non-re~ldentJaI land" means a parcel of la~d that is 

" resldentJalland or vacant land' n~t 
owner" shall have th . ' 

" . and Titles Act (C~p~e;;;~g ascribed to it in the Land 

resldenlIalland" means a parcel of I d . 
"1 . an occupIed or used 

pnmarl y as the sIte of one or more dwellings. 

PART 2 

SERVICE CHARGES AND OTHER C HARGES 

3.-(1) The Authority . 
the Act and this Part h may, m accordance with section 24 of 

,c arge-
(a) water service charges; 

(b) sewerage service charges; 
(e) loan service charges; 

(d) developmental works service charges; and 

SOLOMON ISLANDS 
WATER AUTHORITY 

(e) special industry service charges 

on land within its area. 

[CAP. 130 

(2) The Authority may impose fees and charges for any 
service or thing supplied or provided by it in the exercise of its 
functions under the Act. 

(3) The Authority shall make available for the information of 
its customers a copy of the full schedule of service charges and 
other fees and charges as determined and agreed to under the 
Act. 

4.-(1) The Authority may only levy water service charges on 
land-

(a) to which water is supplied; or 

(b) to which, in the opinion of the Authority, it is reason­
ably practicable for water to be supplied, from one of the 
Authority's water mains. 

(2) The Authority may only levy sewerage service charges on 
land-

(a) from which sewage may be discharged; or 

(b) from which, in the opinion of the Authority, it is 
reasonably practicable for sewage to be discharged, into 
one of the Authority'S sewer mains. 

(3) The Authority may only levy developmental works service 
charges on land within a development area. 

(4) The Authority may only levy special industry service 
charges on land on which a special industry is conducted. 

(5) The Authority may not levy service charges in respect of 
any land described in the Solomon Islands Water Authority 
(Exempt Properties) Regulation. 

5. For the purposes of section 26 of the Act, the Authority 
may classify land for the purpose of levying service charges 
according to one or more of the following factors -

(a) the purpose for which the land is in fact being used; 

(b) the intensity with which the land is being used for 
such purpose; 

(e) the purposes for which the land is capable of being 
used; 
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(d) the nature and extent of the water and sewerage 
services connected to the land; or 

(e) the location of the land. 

Bases for levying 
service charges 6.-(1) For the purposes of section 27 of the Act the Authority 

may levy serVIce charges according to one or more of the 
followmg bases -

Determinations 
by the Authority 

(a) the nominal size, determined in accordance with 
paragraph (2), of the water service pipe supplying water to 
the land; 

(b) the nominal size, determined in accordance with 
paragraph (3), of the sewerage service pipe discharging 
sewage from the land; 

(c) the area of the land; 

(d) the assessment by the Authority of the cost of 
providing the service; 

(e) the assessment by the Authority of the degree of Use 
of the service; 

If) the location of the land; 

(g) the type, as determined by the Authority, of the water 
meter servlcmg the land; 

(h) the existence of a fire service pipe from the 
Authority's water main to the land. 

(2) For the pu;poses of paragraph (I)(a), the nominal size of 
a water servIce pIpe supplying water to land shall be-

(a) the nominal size of the pipe at the point where it joins 
the water meter registering water supply to the land; or 

(b) if there is no such water meter, the nominal size of 
the pIpe at the point where it enters the land. 

(3) For the purposes of paragraph (I)(b), the nominal size of 
a sewerage service pipe. discharging sewage from land (whether 
the d~scharge IS by gravItatIOn or pressure) is the nominal size of 
the pIpe at the point where it joins the Authority's sewer. 

(4) Inthese Regulations, "nominal size" means the numerical 
desIgnatIOn of size, "DN", which is common to all components 
m a plpmg system other than components designated by outside 
dIameters. 

7. For the purposes of section 28 of the Act, a determination 
by the A~thonty to levy service charges and fees shall be made 
at an ordmary or special meeting of the Board of Directors or of 

SOLOMON ISLANDS 
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a committee of the Board of Directors after due consideration of 
a budget estimate. 

. 8.-(1) Upon a water main or a sewer main of the Authority 
becoming available for connection, the Authonty-

(a) shall publish in the Gazette notice of its availability; 
and 

(b) may give such other notices as may be prescribed. 

(2) An owner of land to which a notice under paragraph (1)(a) 
relates becomes Iiable-

(a) in the case of a water main, to payment of water 
service cbarges after the expiration of twenty-one days 
from publication of the notice; or 

(b) in the case of a sewer main, to payment of sewerage 
service charges after the expiration of twenty-one days 
from publication of the notice. 

(3) If an owner does not make a connection to the main of the 
Authority before becoming liable under paragraph (2) the 
Authority may make the connection at the expense of the owner. 

(4) Any amount due to the Authority for a connection made 
under paragraph (3) is a charge on the land connected and may 
be recovered as a debt owed to the Authority by the owner of the 
land. 

(5) If the owner of the land fails-

(a) to connect the land to a water or sewer main before 
becoming liable under paragraph (2); and 

(b) to do any work that by the Act is required to be done 
by the owner, 

the occupier of the land may make the connection or do the work 
and in accordance with paragraph (6), recover the cost from the 
ow~er with interest at the prescribed rate. 

(6) An amount (including interest) recoverable under para­
graph (5) by an occupier from an owner may be recovered­

(a) by deducting it from any rent from time to time 
payable to the owner by the occupier; or 

(b) as a debt owed to the occupier by the owner. 

(7) Any person desiring to connect premises to a mai~ for the 
purposes of this regulation may (subject to such condItIOns as 
may be imposed by-law) open up the surface and soil of any road 
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or way, public or private, or any footpath or pubJ" 
extent required to make the connection, IC reserve to the 

ne~~~:~~~~~~~n~h:~U:~~~:yg,e wOftk associated with the con-
d ak ' s wa er or sewer maInS shall b 

un ert en In compliance with th S I e 
Authority (Water and Sewer) RegUIa~on~, omon Islands Water 

A ~h-(l) For the purposes of section 24(4) of the Act' th 

h
u onty may imposes such fees or charges (other than " e 

c arges) for goods s I' d serVIce 
A h 

' ,upp Ie , or for services provided as the 
ut onty determInes, ' 

~~fl~~t ~~eq~~~~; :~:;::~~p~f~~i~~ t~~ 1~~h~~t~~~t ~~:~ 
prelll1ses as regIstered by meter. 

, (3) The Authority shall adjust the charge' ' If _ lor water supplIed 

(a) the meter is found to be damaged; or 

(b) the meter has ceased to register; or 

S I( e) the meter, after being tested in accordance with the 
o omon Islands Water Authority (Water and S 

Systems) Regulations, is found to register incorrec~~~rage 
(4) The adjustment under this regulation may-

(a) If a reading of the meter was recorded for a 
corresponding period of the previous year, be calculated 
upon the baSIS of a daily consumption equal to th 
daily consumpf d' th e average 

, IOn unng, e corresponding period of the 
prevIOus year; or 

(b) if no reading of the meter was d d ' 
correspond' , d recor e lor a 
th b ' ;ng perlO of the previous year, be calculated on 

e aSls? a daIly consumption equal to the average dail 
~:su~PtlOn dunng the period covered by the first readin~ 

en y the Authonty after the meter has been ad'u d 
another meter has replaced it, J ste or 

(5) Th~ Authority may 'th 

~~~~r~~::~~~~sp~a~~a~~ ~!:r~e:lfor a!a~:r~~h~;::~~u~:~ ~: 
(6) The Authority may , th 

water, estimate the co;s~~p~~:se ~f an unmetered supply of 
Authority for the purpose f' 0. water supplIed by the 
Regulations, 0 Imposmg a charge under these 

SOLOMON ISLANDS 
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(7) The charge for sewage collection, as carried out by the 
Authority, may contain a discharge factor to determine the 
quantity of water, as a percentage of the quantity measured or 
estimated as being supplied by the Authority to the land or 
premises, which is discharged from the land or premises to a 
sewer main of the Authority, 

10.-(1) Where water is or is intended to be supplied to a 
property by the Authority through a water service that has been 
installed and includes a meter, and-

(a) a leak occurs (in the service pipe or the fittings 
connected to the service pipe) within the boundaries of the 
property; 

(b) the leak gives a visible or otherwise apparent indica­
tion that water is being wasted; and 

(e) the meter registration is increased as a result, 

the owner or occupier of the property shall pay for all the water 
registered by the meter, 

(2) Where a leak occurs within the boundaries of the property 
and meter registration is increased as a result but the leak has 
given no reasonably sufficient visible or otherwise apparent 
indication that water is being wasted the Authority shall make an 
assessment of the quantity of water lost due to the leakage and 
the owner or occupier of the property shall pay for the cost of the 
quantity of water so assessed, 

(3) In making an assessment under paragraph (2), the 
Authority shall take into account-

(a) whether the leak was the result of any action or in­
action of the owner or occupier; and 

(b) the length of time for which the leak has occured, 

11.-(1) Where water is or is intended to be supplied to a 
property by the Authority through a water service (including a 
meter installed outside the boundaries of the property) that 
passes through land outside the boundaries of the property and a 
leak occurs (in the service pipe or the fittings connected to the 
service pipe) between the meter and the property and outside the 
boundaries of the property the Authority shall make an assess­
ment of the quantity of water lost due to the leakage and the 
owner or occupier shall be liable, 

(2) In making an assessment under paragraph (1), the 
Authority shall take into account-
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(a) whether the leak was the result of any action or in­
actIOn of the owner or occupier; and 

(b) the length of time for which the leak has occured' 
and . 

(e) whether the leak gives a visible or otherwise 
apparent indication that water is being wasted, 

and the ow~er or occupier of the property shall pay for the cost 
of the quanlity of water assessed under this regulation. 

12.-(1) The A~thority may notify a person liable to pay 
servIce charges leVIed, or fees or other charges imposed that 
payment of the service charges or fees or other charges m~y be 
Illade to the Authonty by a stated number of instalments of spec­
Ified amounts. 

. (2) Where there is a failure to make a payment in accordance 
WIth the notification, the total unpaid balance may be treated by 
the Authonty as an overdue amount of service charges or fees or 
other charges even if payment by instalments had commenced. 

13.-(1) Payment to the Authority of a service charge or fee 
or other charge-

(a) is due within the time; and 

(b) may be made in any manner, specified in the notice 
of the service charge or fee in other charge. 

(2) Failure to pay a service charge or fee or other charge under 
these ~egulations when it was due for payment, and t/w 
Authonty as a result mcurs any expense in its recovery the 
Authority may impose that expense as a further charge' and 
recover It from the person. 

(3) A further ~harge imposed under paragraph (2) is recover­
able WIthout nolice having been given under paragraph (I). 

14.-(1) The Authority may require the payment of interest 
on an unpaId amount (other than unpaid interest) due to the 
Authority: 

(2) The rate of interest that the Authority may charge on over­
due fees, service charges or other charges, shall be as prescribed 
m the schedule hereto. 

. (3) The Authority may determine different rates of interest for 
dlffer~nt unpaid amounts, but no such rate shall exceed the rate 
prescnbed under these Regulations. 

SOLOMON ISLANDS 
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(4) Interest may not be charged in respect of.a period com­
mencing earlier than seven days after the debtor IS notIfIed that 
interest may be charged. 

15.-(1) Where a service charge is levied on land that has 
been classified as residential land or non-residential land and the 
land ceaSes to belong to that class or the Authority later decides 
that the classification was incorrect, the Authority shall adjust 
the service charge in accordance with the correct classification. 

(2) An adjustment may take into account more than one 
change of class occuring during the period to which the adjust­
ment relates. 

(3) If a service charge is levied on a basis prescribed by 
regulation 4 and the Authority later decides that the baSIS was 
incorrect, the Authority shall adjust the servIce charge accord­
ingly. 

(4) If the Authority has not acted under paragraphs (I), (2), or 
(3) and application for it so to act is made to the Authonty m 
writing by the owner of the land concerned stating the grounds 
of the application, the Authority may act under paragraphs (1), 
(2), or (3), or may refuse to do so, and shall give the applicant 
written notice of its decision. 

(5) Where a service charge is adjusted under this regulation, 
the Authority -

(a) shall (unless notice has been given under paragraph 
(4» give written notice of adjustment to the person liable to 
pay the service charge; and 

(b) may recover any increase as if it were part of the 
service charge even if an objection has been lodged or 
made but not determined; and 

(e) shall refund any amount by which a service charge 
already paid has been decreased or credIt the amount 
towards payment of any amount then payable to the 
Authority by the person liable to pay the service charge. 

16.-(1) Where a service charge is levied on land that has 
been classified as residential land or non-residential land the 
person liable to pay the service charge may, within one month 
after being served with notice of the levying of the servIce 
cbarge, object to the service charge . 

(2) If an adjustment made under regulation 15 results in a 
service charge being increased, the person liable to pay the 
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amount of the increase may, within one month after being given 
notice of the increase, object to the adjustment. 

(3) Where the application is made to the Authority under 
regulation 15 to adjust a service charge and the Authority-

(a) refuses to adjust the service charge; or 

(b) adjusts the service charge otherwise than in accor­
dance with the application, 

the applicant may, within one month after being notified of the 
refusal, object to the refusal. 

(4) An objection-

(a) under paragraph one may be made only on the 
ground that the classification made for the purpose of levy­
ing the service charge was incorrect; or 

(b) under paragraph (2) may be made only on the ground 
that the classification made for the purpose of adjusting the 
service charge was incorrect; or 

(e) under paragraph (3) may be made only on the ground 
that the refusal by the Authority was unreasonable. 

(5) An objection shall be made by lodging with the Authority, 
or by serving on the Authority by post, a written statement of the 
ground for the objection and the reason why the objector 
believes the ground exists. 

(6) The Authority may allow, or disallow, an objection in part 
or m whole and shall give the objector written notice of its 
decision On the objection. • 

(7) A service charge may be recovered even if an objection is 
made under paragraphs (I), (2) or (3) but, if the service charge is 
altered as a result of the objection or an appeal against 
dIsallowance of the objection, any excess amount shall be-

(a) refunded by the Authority or 

(b) credited towards payment of any amount then 
payable to the Authority by the person liable to pay the 
service charge. 

17.-(1) Any person who is dissatisfied with a decision made 
by the Authority, pursuant to regulation 16(4), may within one 
month of receipt of a written notice appeal to the Magistrate's 
Court agamst the decision to a charge. 

(2) An appeal under paragraph (I) may only be made on the 

SOLOMON ISLANDS 
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grounds on which the objection to the decision of the Authority 
was made under regulation 16(4). 

, 18.-(1) Where the Authority is of the opinion that reasonable 
cause has been shown for the deferral or waiver, it may defer 
payment of a service charge, or any other charge or fee, on such 
conditions as it thinks fit, or waive such a payment or any part 
thereof. 

(2) The Authority may establish an account from which to 
fund any such deferral or waiver. 

19. A person who wilfully makes a false or mis!eadingstate­
ment in an application for the refund, deferment or reductlOn of 
service charges commits an offence. 

PART 3 

MISCELLANEOUS 

20.-(1) The Authority may install, and make charges for, 
meters, pipes and apparatus installed for the measurem~nt, 
conveyance, reception and storage of water or sewage (mcludmg 
trade wastes). 

(2) The Authority may, where it deems necessary, require an 
owner, occupier or other person requiring a supply of water or 
the disposal of sewage or liquid wastes to-

(a) install meters, pipes or apparatus of a type and size 
approved by the Authority; and 

(b) effect the installation in accordance with the 
Authority's requirements; and 

(e) maintain the installation in good working order. and 
in accordance with the Authority's requirements or dIrec­
tions. 

(3) Where the Authority makes a direction or specifies any 
requirements under this regulation the owner,. occupIer or other 
person to whom it is made shall comply WIth It. 

21.-(1) A notice under the Act to a Department of the 
Government may be served on the Department Head. 

(2) A notice under the Act to a corporation c~nstituted by or 
under an Act may be served by leaving it or sendmg It by post to 
the registered or principal office of the corporallon. 
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(3) A notice under the Act t . 
service charge or fee or other °h

a 
person hable to payment of a 

owner or occupier of land or a ~ arlgd~' or to a person who is the 
U1 mg, may be served-

(a) personally; or 

(b) by leaving it at the place where th 
served lives or carries on business; or. e person to be 

(e) by post to the residence or registered '. 
place of business of the person to be d or pnnclpal serve' or 

b 
(ldJd' by affixing it to a conspicuous part 'of the land or 

U1 mg. 

(4) Where a notice relates to unoccupied land . 
the address of the owner is not kn or premises and 
notice may be served by an d rt' own to the Authonty, such 

a ve Isement that-

A 
(a h) is ,published in a newspaper circulating 

ut onty s area; and m the 

wh (b~ s~ates th~ amount of the service charge, the period for 
IC I IS owmg and that a detailed notice of the servic 

charge may be obtamed at the office of the Auth't de ( . =y;an 
the ~ot~~~~s that the advertisement operates as service of 

(5) It is a sufficient description of the ddr . 
be served if the notice specifies "the ow:er" e~~t~e of a nOlIc,~ to 
any other apt description. ' e occupier or 

eac~2;er~~le ~~:r~u~~~~t~u~~~a~~: ;:~thd~~~;:~!e:~lating t~ 
(2) An amendment of th d k 

may be made by _ e recor sept under paragraph (1) 

ent;~le~~~e~t!:~c~r~e~a:eo~n:r ~~r~~~u;~~ ~!aims to be 

(b) inserting the name of a person to wh ' 
ser' h om an account a 
or ~~~ ~ ~ge. or other charge should have been rendered 
im '. a, smce the levying of a service charge or the 

posmg of the other charge, become liable to pay it; or 
(e) omlttmg the name of a person wh 

not have been recorded; or ose name should 

or ;~!~~~:~~g :~ r~:ucing the amount of a service charge 
or notifying it' or e er as a [esult of an error in recording 

Authority or the ou~o~er~~ua~ ~~p:af;e~:rrnination of the 
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(e) inserting particulars of land that should have been the 
subject of a service charge; or 

If) making such other amendments as will ensure con­
formity with the Act and these Regulations. 

(3) A liability to make a payment as a result of an amendment 
accrues on the making of the amendment but the payment is not 
overdue if made within one month after notice of the amendment 
and notice of the resulting liability has been given to the person 
liable. 

23.-(1) Where Crown land is leased to a person or held on 
private purposes, directly or indirectly, any service charge or 
other charge in respect of the land is payable-

(a) if the lease has been transferred by way of mortgage, 
by the mortgagor or, if the Authority fails to recover it from 
the mortgagor, by the mortgagee; or 

(b) in any other case, by the lessee. 

(2) In this regulation, "lessee" includes licensee and 
permittee. 

24. Wbere Crown land is occupied and used by the Crown in 
connection with a commercial or industrial undertaking, any 
service charge in respect of the land or other charge imposed is 
payable from the funds of such undertaking. 

25.-(1) This regulation applies to land-

(a) that, in the same charging year for the Authority, is 
held successively by two or more lessees under a lease 
from the Crown (whether or not with an interval between 
them); and 

(b) in respect of wbich the Authority has levied a service 
charge for that year or imposed a charge. 

(2) In relation to land to which this regulation applies, the 
Authority may-

(a) make between the successive lessees such adjust­
ment (if any) of the service charge or other charge whether 
paid or unpaid, as the Authority considers to be proper; and 

(b) recover from such lessee the proportion of the ser­
vice charge or other charge fixed for the lessee by the 
adjustment; and 

(e) make any refund resulting from the adjustment. 

4593 

Crown land held 
on lease 

Crown 
undertakings 

Successive 
Crown lessees in 
the same 
charging year 

f,j" " 
, 

I' 



4594 

Liability of joint 
owners 

Liability on 
disposing of land 

Daily basis of 
apportionment of 
service charge 

Liability of new 
owner 

CAP. 130] SOLOMON ISLANDS 
WATER AUTHORITY 

26.-(1) If land is owned or held jointly by two or more 
persons lIable to pay a service charge in respect of the land-

(a) they are each jointly and severally liable for payment 
of the service charge and any other charge; and 

(b) as between themselves, each is only liable for such 
part of the service charge or any other charge as is pro­
portIOnate to the mterest owned or held by the person in the 
land. . 

(2) If one person referred to in paragraph (1) pays more than 
the proportIOnate part of a service charge or any other charge the 
person is required by that paragraph to pay, the excess may be 
recovered by way of contribution from the others jointly liable. 

. 27.-:-(1) The liability of aperson to pay a service charge 
dlsposmg levied by the Authonty or a charge imposed in respect 
of any land does not cease on disposal of the land if notice of the 
service charge or other charge _ 

(a) was given before disposal of the land; or 

(b) is given after disposal of the land and before the 
approved notice of the disposal is given to the Authority. 

(2) Where a person disposes of any land and pays a service 
charge levied on the land or other charge imposed that became 
payable to the Authority after disposal of the land and before the 
approved notice of the disposal is given to the Authority, the 
person may recover the amount of the service charge or other 
charge from the person who acquired the land. 

• 
28. As between a person liable to pay a service charge or other 

apportIOnment charge in respect of land and-

(a) a person who acquires the land; or 

(b) the person from whom the land was acquired, 
the service charge or other charge shall be apportioned on a daily 
basIS. 

29.-(1) A person who, by becoming the owner of land, 
becomes lIable to pay all current service charges or fees or other 
charges levied on, or applicable to, the land, even if notice of 
them was not given to the person until after becoming the owner 
of the land. 

(2) A person who becomes the owner of land and pays to the 
Authonty a servICe charge, fee or other charge in respect of the 
land that was payable before the person became the owner, may 
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recover the whole or a part of the service charge, fee or other 
charge from the person liable for its payment at the time notice 

. of the service charge was served or notice of the fee or charge 
was given. 

(3) Paragraphs (1) and (2) do not apply to a person who holds 
land under a lease from the Crown or the Authority (whether or 
not the land was previously held under such a lease) that was 
granted after the service charge, or fee or other charge was leVied 
or became applicable. 

30.-(1) A tenant of land in respect of which a service charge 
or other charge was remained unpaid for at least one month after 
becoming due is liable for payment of the service charge or ~ther 
charge if the Authority serves on the tenant a nohce requmng 
such payment to be made. 

(2) A tenant who pays a service charge or other charge in 
accordance with a notice served under paragraph (1) may set off 
the amount paid against rent due. 

(3) Where no rent is due, or the amount paid to the Authority 
exceeds the rent due, the tenant may-

(a) set off the amount paid, or the excess, against 
accruing rent; or 

(b) recover the amount paid, or the excess, as a debt due 
from the owner to the tenant. 

(4) A tenant who pays a service charge for a period extending 
beyond the term of the tenancy may recover the amount paid as 
a debt due from the owner to the tenant. 

(5) The receipt of the Authority for an amount paid under 
these Regulations is, to the extent of the amount shown therem, 
a discharge of the tenant from payment of the rent. 

(6) In this regulation, "rent" includes money payable under a 
lease, licence or permit and "tenant" includes occupier. 

31.-(1) Where a service charge becomes leviable on land on 
liability for which it was not previously leviable, the service 
charge extends only to so much of the service charge as bears to 
the whole of the service charge the same proporhon as IS borne 
to the charging year at the time the liability arises by the part of 
the year that is unexpired at the time. 

(2) Where land on which a service charge is leviable ceases to 
be leviable for the service charge, liability for the service charge 
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extends only to so much of the service charge as bears to the 
whole of the service charge the same proportion as is borne to 
the charging year at the time the liability ceases by the part of the 
year that has expired at the time. 

(3) Where an amount of service charge has been paid in 
excess of the liability arising under paragraph (2). the Authority 
shall refund the amount of the excess or credit it towards pay­
ment of any amount then payable to the Authority by the person 
who would otherwise be entitled to a refund. 

32. Any action taken by, or in respect of, the Water Unit of the 
Ministry of Transport, Works and Utilities, under the Water 
Supply Act shall be taken to have been taken by, or in respect of, 
the Authority under these Regulations. 

SCHEDULE 
(Reg. 14(2) 

The interest rate referred to in these Regulations shall be an annual rate of 12%. 

• 

SOLOMON ISLANDS 
WATER AUTHORITY 

[CAP. 130 

THE SOLOMON ISLANDS WATER AUTHORITY (CATCHMENT AREAS) 
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1. These Regulations may be cited as the Solomon Islands 
Water Authority (Catchment Areas) Regulations. 

4599 

Citation 

2. In these Regulations, unless the context otherwise Definitions 

requires-
"authorised person" means an employee or other person 

acting on behalf of the Authority; 
"controlled catchment area" means a catchment area, or 

part thereof, that is the property of the Authority or is 
under the full control or management; 

"pollutant" means any substance or thing which could 
directly or indirectly alter the enviromuent-

(a) to its detriment or degradation; or 

(b) to the detriment of any beneficial use; 
"plant" includes a tree or shrub; 
"vehicle" includes; 

(a) any apparatus drawn or propelled wholly or 
partly by an animal, volatile spirit, steam, gas, oil, 
electricity or wind and which is wholly or partly used 
for the conveyance of persons or things; 

(b) any trailer or caravan, whether or not it is in the 
course of being towed; 

(e) any motor vehicle, carriage or motor cycle; and 

Cd) any cycle; 
"wastes" include matter, whether liquid, solid or gaseous 

and whether useful or useless, which is discharged to 
the environment. 

PART II 

REGULATION OF CATCHMENT AREAS GENERALLY 

3. Except to the extent that its operation is limited to a Application 

controlled catchment area, this Part applies to all catchment 
areas or parts thereof (including the areas identified in the 
Schedule). 

4.- (1) The Authority may erect notices in a catchment area Boundairies 

to indicate the boundaries thereof. 
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(2) A person shall not remove, move, damage, deface, 
obscure, Cover up or interface with any such notice. 

5. Except with the approval of the Authority a person shall not 
?pen any gate, or remove any barrier to entrance, into any land 
m a controlled catchment area. 

6. A person shall not, in a controlled catchment area­

(a) destroy, capture, injure or annoy any animal; or 

(b) interfere with any animal or interfere with the habitat 
of any animal; or 

(e) bury a dead body (human or animal) or part thereof; 

(d) damage a plant, or any part of a plant, growing 
therem; or 

(e) remove from the area a plant, or any part of a plant, 

Not,:,ithstanding the provisions of this regulation, the 
Authonty may do anything or take any action which it considers 
necessary for the proper administration of the catchment area. 

7.-(1) A person shall not bring into or leave in a catchment 
area any pollutant or wastes. 

(2) The owner or occupier of land in a catchment area must 
not erect, install or operate any sewage collection treatment or 
disposal system on the land unless _. ' 

(a) the system complies with any standards for such 
systems approved by the Authority and notified to fihe 
person; and 

(b) . the system is erected, installed or operated in 
~omphance WIth any conditions imposed by the Authority 
m respect of the system or of such systems in general. 

(3) A person shall comply with any direction given by the 
Authority or an authorised person for-

(a) the disposal of any pollutant or wastes in a catchment 
area, or of any other substance that is in a catchment area 
and that the Authority considers may detrimentally affect 
any water in the area; or 

(b) the removal of any such pollutant, wastes or other 
substance from a catchment area. 

(4) A person (including a body corporate) who becomes aware 
that any person, animal or property in a catchment area is carry­
mg, mfected WIth or affected by any waterborne infectious 
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disease must notify the Authority of that fact within 24 hours 
after first becoming so aware. 

8. A person shall not-

(a) bring into, or use or keep any pesticide or toxic 
material; 

(b) take steps to control or eradicate by the use of 
pesticides or toxic materials any feral animal, animal pest 
or noxious weed, 

In a catchment area, if to do so would pollute or contaminate, or 
cause a reasonable risk of polluting or contaminating, the water 
supply in the catchment area. 

9.-(1) The owner or person in charge of any stock shall 
ensure that the stock does not enter any land (other than· privately 
owned land) in a catchment area. 

(2) Where any stock enters any such land an authorised person 
may-

(a) drive away, or remove the stock, from such land; 

(b) impound, sell, destroy or otherwise dispose of the 
stock. 

(3) Any costs incurred as a result of any action taken under 
paragraph (2) may be recovered from the owner or person in 
charge of this stock as a debt due to the Authority. 

10.-(1) A person shall not erect, maintain or use any cow 
yard, pigsty, poultry house, animal feed lot, stockyard or stable 
in each case within 100 metres (or such greater distance as the 
Authority may determine by notice published in the Gazette) of 
any stream, reservoir or water course in a catchment area. 

(2) A person shall not maintain, use or erect any structures in 
a catchment area for any intensive animal feed lot, intensive 
pigsty, intensive poultry operation, trout farm or other con­
centrated agricultural activity identified by the Authority as a 
hazard to water to be supplied by the Authority. 

11.-(1) A person shall not slaughter an animal in any manner 
or under any circumstances or conditions so as to pollute or to 
cause a reasonable risk of polluting the water snpply in a catch­
ment area. 

(2) A person who slaughters an animal in a catchment area 
shall immediately-
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(a) collect and deposit all blood, offal and re -
products III a receptacle made of metal or some oth fuse 
absorbent material; and er non-

(b) remove all such blood, offal and refuse product 
from the catchment area and dispose of th' s 
lawf I' em III such a 

u way as aVOids pollution of the water supply . 
catchment area. In any 

(3) A person who slaughters an animal in a catchme t 
shall, as soon as practicable after doing so. thoroughly wa~h area 
clean the premIses where the slaughter took place. and 

12.:-(1) The Authority may serve on both the ow d 
~cupler of I~nd within a catchment area a notice t~~~::ff~~~ 
t at, not earher than one month after service of the n f 
structural alterations specified in the notice are to be mad; t~e, 
bUIldIng or other work on the land, subject to any approva~ 
reqUIred under any Act. 

(2) Prior to serving a notice under paragraph (I), the Authorit 
must be satisfied that the alterations specified in th t' y 
necess t e no Ice are 

. ary 0 prevent or minimise pollution of water t b 
supphed by the Authority. 0 e 

. (3) The notice shall state the reasons for the proposed It 
atlons _ a er-

(~) that the proposed alterations. subject to any approval 
reqUIred under any Act-

(i) shall be made by the Authority; or • 

(ii) may, by agreement with the Authority and at an 
agreed cost to be met by the Authority be made 
by the owner of the building; and 

. (b) that the Authority agrees to pay to the person served 
wIth the notice reasonable compensation for any damage 
suffer~d by such person and caused by the making of any 
alteratIOns referred to in the notice; and 

(c) that, not later than one month after service of the 
notice, the person served may make written representations 
to the Authonty III relation to the proposed alterations. 

(4) After serving a notice under paragraph (1) and after 
consldenng any representations duly made in rela;ion to the 
proposed alteratIOns, the Authority may; 

(a) carry out, or agree with the owner for the carrying 
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out of, the alterations specified in the notice or any of them; 
or 

(b) revoke the notice by a further notice served on the 
owner and the occupier of the land concerned. 

(5) Action taken by the Authority under paragraph (4) (b) does 
not preclude the Authority from serving a further notice under 
paragraph (1) in relation to the same building or other work. 

13.-(1) In this regulation, "camp" means reside temporarily, 
whether or not in a tent. caravan, cabin or other structure. 

(2) The Authority may reserve any portion of land (other 
than privately owned land) in a catchment area for camping, 
picnicking, swimming or boating by means of signs displayed on 
or adjacent to the portion. 

(3) The Authority may impose conditions, not inconsistent 
with the Act or this regulation, subject to which a person may use 
a reserved portion of land for camping, picnicking, swimming or 
boating. 

(4) A person must not camp, picnic, swim or boat on or in 
water in a portion of land in a catchment area unless -

(a) the portion is reserved for that purpose by signs 
displayed pursuant to paragraph (2); and 

(b) the person complies with any conditions imposed 
pursuant to paragraph (3); and 

(c) the person pays the charges (if any) payable in 
respect of the person's camping, picnicking, swimming or 
boating on the portion. 

14. A person shall not, in a controlled catchment area-

(a) take or attempt to take fish from any stream, 
reservoir or water course; or 

(b) have in his possession without lawful excuse, any 
fishing gear. 

15. A person shall not carry or have in his possession in a 
controlled catchment area any firearm or prohibited weapon. 

16.-(1) A person shall not-
(a) light any fire on land in a controlied catchment area 

unless in a fire place approved by the Authority; or 
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(b) do anything on land in a controlled catchment area 
that may cause a fire (to be elsewhere) than in a fire place 
approved by the Authority. 

(2) This regulation does not apply in respect of privately 
owned land in a catchment area. 

17. A person shall not give to an authorised person any false 
or misleading information, knowing it to be false or misleading 
in response to a request for information by the authorised person 
in the exercise of his duties in relation to a catchment area. 

18.-(1) An authorised person who has reason to believe that 
a person has in his or her possession or control, in contravention 
or because of a contravention or intended contravention of 
these Regulations, any matter or thing, may request that person 
to-

(a) surrender the matter or thing into the officer's 
possession and control; or 

(b) make any vehicle or receptacle available for 
inspection by the authorised person for the purpose of 
investigating the suspected contravention or intended 
contravention. 

(2) Where a person fails to comply with such request the 
authorised person may direct the person to leave the catchment 
area immediately. 

(3) A person to whom an authorised person gives such a dire~­
tion shall comply with such direction. 

19.-(1) The Authority may from time to time determine fees 
or charges payable in respect of the entry by persons or vehicles 
into catchment area or any part thereof. 

(2) A person who is liable to pay fees or charges so deter­
mined, may be denied entry unless they are paid on request by 
an authorised person. 

20.-(1) For the purposes of section 18(2) of the Act, notice 
given to the Authority shall be in writing and shall be served on 
the Authority. 

(2) Such notice shall contain a full description of the proposed 
activity and a statement of the objectives of the proposed 
activity. 
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ADDITIONAL REGULATION OF CONDUCT IN SCHEDULE AREA 

21.-(1) This Part shall apply in relation to any catchment 
area identified in the Schedule. .. . 

f tho Part each area so identlfled IS (2) For the purposes 0 IS , 
referred to as a Schedule area. 

(3) Subject to these Regulations, this Part shall apply to 
Schedule areas or part thereof. 

22 A erson shall not, directly or indirectly, abstract w~ter 
from ~ subterranean source in a Schedule area unless, authonsed 
by a permit issued under thiS Part. 

d .. to abstract water from a Schedule area, 23. A person esmng . 
shall apply to the Authority for a permit. 

. . t person a permit under 24 -(1) The Authonty may Issue 0 a . tho k ft and 
this p:m subject to such conditions as the Authonty III s I 
specified in the permit. . 

(2) Without limiting the generality of paragraph (1), al~l~~~ 
may contain conditions relating to one or more of the 0 

ing - (a) the payments to be made to the Authodty by tire 
holder of the permit for the benefit of the permit; 

(b) environmental controls to be followed by the holder 
of a permit; and . 

(c) the power of the Authority to vary a permit. . 

3 A ermit, unless sooner cancelled ~r. suspended, re~allls 
. () Ph' d (if any) as is speCified III the permit. III force for suc peno '. 

4 The Authority may by notice, cancel or suspend a perrmt 

if t~1 Authority is satisfied that the h~lder has brea~hted ~n~r~~~; 
dition of the permit or that the holder IS no longer a I an 
person to hold such a perrmt. . 

. d by a decision of the Authonty, may (5) A person aggneve .. 
appeal to the Minister for a review of the deCISIOn. 

25. A person shall not establish a market garden in a Schedule 
area without prior approval from the Authonty. 
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26. A person shall not store d' 
in a Schedule area, if to do so ~ou~dose of petroleum products 
cause a reasonable risk of polluting opollute or co?tamInate, or 
supply in a catchment area. r contaminating the water 

SC;?du~ r:~~ s~h~! ~ot ;~~~ve soil or. sand from any 
reasonable risk of polluting Por co tor .contamInate or cause a 
within Schedule area. n aminating the water supply 

28. Anything done for the . . 
Water Supply Act is to be t;:;:~o:~shOf the provIsIOns of the 

purposes of the corresponding provision ~eth~~~;~~~~at~~~s~e 

SCHEDULE 
(Reg. 21) 

List of Groundwater Catchments 
MATANIKO 
KOMBITO 
PANATINA 
DODO CREEK 

Li~t of Spring Source Catchments 
WHITERIVER 
ROVE 
KOMBITO 

List of Open Reservoir Catchments 

* Additional catchments to be included as' . . 
sources commissioned. provInces are assImIlated andlor ne~ 
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THE SOLOMON ISLANDS WATER AUTHORITY (EXEMPT 

PROPERTIES) REGULATIONS 

(Section 57) 

PART I 

PRELIMINARY 

[23rd August 1995] 
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1. These Regulations may be cited as the Solomon Islands Citation 

Water Authority (Exempt Properties) Regulations. 

2. In these Regulations unless the context otherwise Definitions 

requires-
"Determination" means a decision by the Authority under 

section 28 of the Act relating to the setting of fees and 
charges for the ensuing charging period. 

PART II 

LAND EXEMPT FROM SERVICE CHARGES 

3.-(1) Properties which, in the view of the Authority, fall 
within the calssifications outlined in regulation 4, shall be entitled, 
on application to and approval by, the Authority, to exemption of 
water service charges and sewerage service charges. 

(2) Those properties which, after approval by the Authority, 
are granted exemption under paragraph (1) are still liable; 

(a) to pay fees and charges (other than service charges) 
for the provision of water and sewerage services as 
gazetted by the Authority; 

(b) to pay fees and charges (other than service charges) 
for water supplied as gazetted by the Authority; 

(e) to pay additional fees and charges (other than service 
charges), where sewer is connected, as gazetted by the 
Authority. 

4. The following classes of properties shall be entitled to the 
exemptions as outlined in regulation 3 -

(a) land which is vested in the Crown, or in a public 
body, or in trustees, and is used for a public cemetery or for 
a public reserve or park; 

(b) land which belongs to any public charity, and is used 
or occupied by the charity for its purposes; 

Extent of 
exemption 

Exempt 
properties 
classification 
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(e) land which is used or occupied solely for the 
purposes of, or connected with, a baby health centre, day 
nursery, kindergarten or amenities for the aged not con­
ducted for private gain; 

(d) land which is vested in the Crown, or in a public 
body, or in trustees, and is used solely for the purposes of a 
free public library; 

(e) land owned by the Crown that, except in the case of 
land leased to a caretaker at a nominal rental, is not leased 
by the Crown to any person for private purposes; 

(j) land which belongs to a religious body and which is 
occupied and used in connection with-

(i) any church or other building used or occupied 
for public worship; or 

(ii) any building nsed or occupied solely as the 
residence of a minister of religion in connection 
with any such church or building; or 

(iii) any building used or occupied for the purposes 
of religious teaching or training; or 

(iv) any building used or occupied solely as the 
residence of the official head or the assistant 
official head or both, of any religious body; 

(g) land which-

(i) is unoccupied; and 

(ii) is not supplied with water from any water of the 
Authority and is not connected to any sewer ()f 
the Authority; and 

(iii) has been determined, by the local council, to be 
unsuitable for the erection of a building because 
of flooding or landslip; 

(h) land which is unoccupied and which is below high­
water mark of any tidal water; 

(i) public market areas, drill grounds, sports grounds, 
gardens or children's playgrounds provided by a council. 

PART III 

EXCEPTIONS 

S. The exemptions applicable to the classes of properties 
listed in regulation 4 do not apply to _ 

(a) land within a public reserve or park that is the subject 
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of a lease, licence or other authority under which a person 
carries on a trade or business; 

(b) land that is vested in the Crown or a public body and 
is leased to any person for private purposes; 

(e) land used or occupied by the CroW? in co~necti~n 
'th an undertaking declared by proclamatIOn published m 

~e Gazelle to be a commercial or industrial undertakmg 
for the purposes of these Regulations. 

PART IV 

MISCELLANEOUS 

6 Anything done for the purposes of the provisions of the 
Wat~r Supply Act is to be taken t~ have been done for the 
purposes of the corresponding proVISIOn of these RegulatIOns, 
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