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CHAPTER 128
ELECTRICITY \
AN ACT TO PROVIDE FOR THE ESTABLISHMENT OF THE SOLOMON }'; of ggg
Isi.anDs ELECTRICITY AUTHORITY, FOR THE TRANSFER OF LNoich of 1978
ELECTRICAL INSTALLATIONS TO THE AUTHORITY AND FOR lgfz’ft?fgcéj; 1978
AMENDMENT OF THE LAW RELATING TO ELECTRICITY
[1st January 1969]
Parr 1
PRELIMINARY
1. This Act may be cited as the Electricity Act. Short tidle
2. In this Act, unless the context otherwise requires — Inerpretation
“apparatus” means electrical apparatus and includes all 73 ;g‘iff; 5‘,13;8
30f1988,5.2

apparatus, machines, consuming devices and fittings
in which conductors are used or of which they form a
part;

“area of supply” means that area within which a licensee is
authorised by his licence to supply electricity;

“Authority” means the Solomon Islands Electricity
Authority established by the provisions of section 3;

* Authority installation’ means an installation, the property
of or operated by the Authority;

“Authority public installation” means an Authority
installation operated by or on behalf of the Authority
for the supply of electricity to any person other than
the Authority; .

“authorised person” means a person appoinied by the
Authority, or by a licensee, or by the management or
the owner of an installation, or by a contractor for the
time being to the Authority, licensee, management or
owner, to carry out certain duties incidental to the
generation, transformation, distribution and use of
electricity, provided that such person possesses the

- qualifications, if any, prescribed for persons perform-
ing such duties, or, if no qualifications are prescribed,
is competent for the purpose for which he is
employed, the burden of proof of competency being
on the employer;
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“Chairman” means the Chairman of the Authority
appointed under the provisions of section 4 and
includes a temporary Chairman;

“conductor” means an electrical conductor arranged to be
electrically connected to a system;

“consumer” means a person who is supplied with
electricity or whose premises are for the time being
connected for the purpose of a supply of electricity
with any public installation or Authority public
installation;

“conversion” means the conversion of alternating current
to direct current by static or dynamic means;

“danger” means danger to health or to human life or limb
from shock, burn or other injury resuiting from the
generation, transformation, distribution or use of
electricity and includes danger to property from fire
resulting as aforesaid:

“dead”, applied to any system or part of a system, means
that it is not live;

“generating station” means any station for generating
electricity including any buildings and plant used for
the purpose, and the site thereof, and includes a site
mmtended to be used for a generating station, but does
not include any station for transforming, converting
or distributing electricity;

“generator” means a rotating machine of any type for
changing mechanical ¢lectricity into electricity;
“grievous harm” and ““harm” have the meanings respee-

Cap. 26 tively assigned thereto in the Penal Code;

“high voltage” means a voltage normally exceeding six
hundred and sixty volts;

“inspector”” means an officer in the public service or any
other person appointed pursuant to the provisions of
section 45 as an electrical mspector for the purposes
of this Act and includes the Chief Inspector;

“installation” means the whole of any plant or apparatus
under one ownership or, where a management is pre-
scribed, in charge of the same management, designed
for the supply or use, or both, as the case may be, of
electricity, including prime movers, if any, with all
necessary plant, buildings and land in connection
therewith, pipe lines, supply lines, and consuming
apparatus, if any, and the Minister may either gener-
ally or specifically, by order, exclude any installation
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or classes of installations from the provisions of this
definition; ‘ '

“insulated” means covered or protected by insulating

* materials; .

“insulating”, used as an epithet to characterise any s_ub—
stance, means of such size, quality and construction,
according to circumstances, as to afford adequate
protection from danger; N

“licence” means a licence issued under the provisions of
this Act permitting the licensee to operate or work an
installation;

“Hcensee™ means a person permitted by licence to work or
operate an installation, and includes an authorised
agent;

“live” or “alive’ applied to a system or any part of a
system, means that a voltage cxists between any
conductor and earth or between any two conductors
in the system; _

“low voltage” means voltage not exceeding two hundred
and fifty volts between phase and neutral; o
“main’’ means a supply line through which electricity is, or

can be, supplied whether such line is in use or not;

“main supply line” means any extra high voltgge supply
line for transmitting energy from a generating station
to another generating station or to a sub-station, al?d
includes any building or part of a building used in
connection with any such line; .

“management” means the authorised person fpr the time
being placed in charge of the installation by the
Authority, by the licensee, by the owner, or by a
contractor;

“member of the Authority” includes the Chairman and any
temporary member of the Authority; .

“motor”’ means a motor of any type for the transformation
of electricity into mechanical electricity; ‘

“prime mover” means a machine supplying mechanical
electricity to a generator; .

“private installation” means an installation operated by a
licensee or owner solely for the supply of electricity
to and use thereof on the licensee’s or owner’s own
property or premises; or, in the case of a consumer
taking electricity from a public installanqn for use
only on the property or premises of the licensee or
OWner;
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3of 1988, 5. 3

“private safety’ means obviation of danger to individuals
or to private property;

“public installation” means an installation operated by a
licensee for the supply of electricity to any person
other than the licensee:

Provided that the licensee may use electricity for
his own purposes where such use is consistent with
the terms of the licence;

“public safety” means the obviation of danger to the
general public, to public property and to streets,
docks, wharves, bridges, water works and their
appurtenances, and telegraphic, telephonic and other
electrical signalling lines owned or operated by the
Government or by other bodies authorised in that
behalf by the Minister,

“Secretary” means the Secretary of the Authority
appointed under the provisions of section 11;

“street” includes any road, lane, footpath, square, alley or
passage over which the public has a right-of-way and
also the roadway and footway over any public bridge;

“supplier” means the Authority and includes a licensee;

“supply line” means a conductor or conductors or other
means of conveying, transmitting or distributing

' electricity together with any casing, coating, covering

tube, pipe, insulator or post enclosing, surrounding
Or supporting the same or any part thereof, or any
building or apparatus connected therewith for the pur-
pose of transforming conveying, transmitting  or
distributing electricity; '

“system” means an electrical system in which all the con-
ductors and apparatus are electrically or magnetically
connected,

“transformation” means the transformation of voltage
from a lower to a higher voltage or vice versa.

ParT 11
SOLOMON ISLANDS ELECTRICITY AUTHORITY

Establishment, Incorporation and Constitution of the Authority

3.—(1) There is hereby established an Authority to be known
as the Solomon Islands Electricity Authority which shall be a

‘body corporate under that name with perpetual succession and a

common seal and which may, in such name, sue and be sued, and
may enter into contracts, and may acquire, purchase, take, hold
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and enjoy real and personal property of every description, and

may convey, assign, surrender and yield up, charge, mortgage,

transfer or otherwise dispose of, or deal with or in, real or
personal property vested in the Authority upon such terms as the
Authority deems fit.

(2) All deeds, documents and other instruments required to be
sealed with the common seal of the Authority shall be sealed
therewith in the presence of the Chairman and of the Seqretary
or some other person authorised by the Authority to act in that
behalf, who shall sign every such deed, document or other
instrument to which such seal is affixed, and such signing shall
be sufficient evidence that such seal was duly and properly
affixed and that the same is the lawful seal of the Authority.

' (3) Service of any document upon the Authority _shal} be
deemed to be effected by delivering the same or by sending it by
registered post to the Secretary.

4.—(1) The Authority shall consist of —
{a) a Chairman; and

(b) not less than four members (not more than two of
whom shall be public officers),

who shall be appointed by the Minister; and
(c) the General Manager, as ex officio member.

(2) Subject to the provisions of this Act, the members of the
Authority shall hold office for such term and subject to such con-
ditions as the Minister may determine.

(3) If at any time it appears to the Minister tha}t rgmoval from
office of all or any of the members of the Authoylty is necessary,
he may remove from office, without assigning any reason
therefor, all or so many of the members of the Authority as he
considers necessary.

(4) The Minister may, at any time, accept the resignation of
any member of the Authority.

(5) The Minister may appoint any person to be a temporary
member of the Authority, and any member to be temporary
Chairman, if such member or the Chairman is, from time to time,
ill or absent from Solomon Islands or for any other reason unable
to perform his functions as such member or Chairman.

(6) The Chairman may, in writing, anthorise any person to
exercise any power or perform any function, other than the

Constitution of
the Authority
LN 465A of 1978
LN 88 of 1978
30f 1988, 5.4
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functions referred to in section 3 (2), conferred on the Chairman
by or under the provisions of this Act.

5.—(1) Every person appointed to be a member of the
Authority shall, within three months after his appointment, sell
or dispose of all shares or other interest in any ¢lectricity under-
taking which, at the time of his appointment, he owns or is
interested in for his own benefit, and it shall not be lawful for
any member of the Authority, whilst he holds office as such, to
purchase or become interested in, for his own benefit, any shares
in any electricity undertaking, and, if any member of the
Authority becomes entitled, for his own benefit, under any will
or succession, to any shares in any electricity undertaking, he
shall sell or dispose of the whole within three months after he has
become entitled thereto:

Provided that the Minister may waive the requirements of this
subsection in any specific case.

{2) The Chairman or any other member of the Authority who
retains, purchases, takes or becomes or remains interested in any
shares in any electricity undertaking in contravention of the pro-
visions of this section shall be disqualified from, and shall be
deemed to have vacated, his office, and an entry to that effect
shall be made in the minutes of the Authority as soon as
practicable after the fact of any such contravention is known.

(3) The fact of any person disqualified under the provisions of -

this section having sat on, or taken part in any proceedings of,
the Authority before such entry as aforesaid has been made in the

minutes shall not invalidate any resolution or proceeding of the
Authority.

(4) In this section “shares in any electricity undertaking”
means any stock, shares, debentures, debenture stock, bonds or
other securities of any company engaged in Solomon Islands in
the generation, distribution or supply of electricity, or the manu-
facture therein of electricity apparatus, and includes any share or
interest in any unincorporated undertaking similarly engaged.

6. A member of the Authority, if he has any interest in any
company or undertaking with which the Authority proposes to
make any contract, or has any interest in any such contract, shall

. disclose to the Authority the fact of such interest and the nature

thereof, and such disclosure shall be recorded in the minutes of
the Authority, and, unless specifically authorised thereto by the
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Chairman, such member shall take no part in any deliberation or
decision of the Authority relating to such contract. :

7. There shall be paid to members of the Authority, out of the
funds of the Authority, such salaries, fees, allowaqces and
expenses as the Minister may from time to time determine.

.8.-— (1) The quorum at all meetings of the Authority shall be
two members present in addition to the Chairman.

(2) All questions coming or arising before a meeting of the
Authority shall be decided by a majority of the members present
and voting thereon at that meeting, and, in the case of an equality
of votes, the Chairman shall have and exercise a second or cast-

ing vote.

(3) The Chairman may invite any person to attend and to
speak upon any matter at any meeting of the Authority but no
such person shall vote upon any matter.

9, Subject to the provisions of this Act, the Authority may
regulate its own procedure and, in particular, may regqlate the
holding of meetings, the notice to be given of such meetings, the
procecdings thereat, the keeping of minutes, the custc_;dy,
production and inspection of such minutes, and the opening,
keeping, closing and audit of accounts.

10. The Authority may act notwithstanding any vacancy in its
membership.

Officers and Sefvants'of the Authority

11.— (1) The Authority may, from time to time, and on sugh
terms as to remuneration and otherwise as it may think f_‘lt,
appoint and employ a General Manager, a secretary, a chief
engineer and such other officers, agents, servants anc_l adv1selfs as
it may deem necessary for the efficient discharge of its functions
under this Act and may dismiss any person so appointed.

(2) The Authorii;y may delegate its power of appointment and
dismissal to the General Manager.

12, No member, officer or servant of the Authority shall l‘:)e
personally liable for any act or default of the Authority donfz in
good faith and without negligence in the course of the operations
of the Authority.

Salaries, fees,

etc,, of members
of the Authority
LN 46A of 1978

Meetings and
proceedings

Procedure

Vacancies

Appointment of
officers and
servants

30f 1988, 5.5

Liability of
members,
officers and
servanis
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LN 46A of 1978
3af 71988, 5.7

Functions and Duties of the Authority

13.— (1) Subject as hereinafter in this Act rovided. i
d, it
the duty of the Authority — provided, it shall be

(@) to manage and_ work any electrical installations trans-
ferred to the Authority by the Government and such other

installations and apparatus as may be acqui
Authority; y cquired by the

.(b) to establis_h,' manage and work such electrical instal-
lations as the Minister may from time to time require or as

the Authority may from time to ti : .
me deem it
establish; 1t expedient to

.(c) to secure the supply of electricity at reasonable
prices; :
(d) to promote and encourage the generation of

electricity with a view to the economic development of
Solomon Islands;

(e) t(? advise the Minister on all matters relating to the
generation, transmission, distribution and use of electricity;

(/) to ensure standards of safety, efficiency and economy

In respect of the production, transmission, distribution and
use of electricity.

(2) For the purposes of subsection (1), the Authority may —

{a) 'Subject to the provisions of this Act, generate
transmit, tl“ansform, distribute and sell electricity either in
bulk or to individual consumers; -

[
(&) purchase, consiruct, reconstruct, maintain and

operate  supply lines, generating ‘stations, transformer

stations and all other appropriate stations, buildings and
works;

(c)- sell,_h.ire or otherwise supply electrical plant and
elfactrlcal fittings and apparatus, and install, repair, main-
tain or remove any electrical plant, fittings and apparatus:

(d) acqqire, in accordance with the provisions of this Act
or othc:rwxse, any property, real or personal, which the
Authority deems necessary or expedient for the purposes of
constructing or extending or maintaining any installation or

othel.'\yise for carrying out its duties and functions under the
provisions of this Act; ‘

(e) carry on all such other activities as may appear to the
Authority requisite, advantageous or convenient for it to
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carry on for or in connection with the purposes of its duties
under the provisions of this Act.

-14.— (1) The Minister may, from time to time, after consulta-
tion with the Authority, give the Authority directions of a general
character not inconsistent with the provisions of this Act as to the
policy to be followed in the exercise of the powers conferred and
the duties imposed on the Authority by or under the provisions
of this Act in relation to matters which appear to him to affect the
interests of Solomon Islands, and the Authority shall, as soon as
possible, give effect to all such directions.

(2) The Authority shall furnish the Minister with such returns,
accounts and other information with respect to its property and
activities as he may from time to time require.

15.— (1) Subject to the provisions of subsection (2) and
section 21(1), in so far as it is able to do so, the Authority shall
supply electricity to any person, other than a licensee, requiring
a supply of electricity, if such person undertakes to enter into a
contract with the Authority, giving such security as the Authority
may require, to become a consumer and to undertake to receive
and pay for or to continve to receive and pay for a supply of
electricity upon such terms and conditions as the Authority may
determine: '

Provided that where the supply of electricity to such person
requires an extension or augmentation of the Authority’s
distribution or transmission system, the Authority may require
such person to pay to the Authority all or part of the costs for
the work done by the Authority in respect of the extension or
augmentation; and

Provided further that where the Authority is satisfied that the
supply of electricity through the extension or augmentation can-
not be provided or maintained economically, the Authority may
require such person to enter into an agreement with the Authority
for the payment of all or part of the costs of the work done by the
Authority in maintaining the supply of electricity to such person
through the extension or augmentation.

(2) The Authority shall not supply electricity to a consumer,
other than a licensee, in any area which, for the time being,
forms part of the area of supply of a licensee, except with the
consent of such licensee:

Provided that where the consent of the licensee is required

Power of
Minister to issue
directions
LN 46A of 1978

Duty of the
Authority o
supply electricity
LN 40A of 1978
3of 1988,5.8
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under the provisions of this subsection and such licensee refuses
or withholds such consent, the Authority may refer the matter to
the Minister who may dispense with such consent if he is satis-
fied that it was unreasonably refused or withheld,

(3) For the purposes of the Proviso to subsection (2}, consent
shall be deemed to be unreasonably refused or withheld if the
licensee is not willing and able to supply the requisite clectricity
upon reasonable terms and within a reasonable time, having
regard, amongst other things, to the terms upon, and the time

within, which the Authority is willing and able to supply such
electricity.

General Financial Provisions

16.— (1) The Authority may, from time to time, with the
approval of the Minister of Finance, borrow money by the issue
of debentures or debenture stock or in whatsoever manner and
subject to such terms, security, guarantee, mortgage, pledge or
charge as may be so approved, for all or any of the following
purposes —

(a) the provisions of working capital;

(b) for performing the functions of the Authbrity under
this Act;

{c} the acquisition of undertakings;

(d) any other expenditure properly chargeable to capital
account; and

(e) any other purpose whatsoever which the Ministgr
may specify, '

(2) Subject to the approval of the Minister of Finance, the
Authority may make rules, not inconsistent with the provisions
of this Act, to provide for the issue of debentures or debenture
stock, or in connection with any other purpose mentioned in sub-
section (1) or which may be specified by the Minister from time
to time, and, in particular, for regulating the issue, transfer,
redemption or other dealing with debentures or debenture stock.

17. The Authority may borrow by way of temporary loan or
overdraft such sums of money as it deems fit not exceeding an
amount approved by the Minister

18. 1t §hall be the policy of the Authority so to exercise and
perform its functions under this Act as to secure that the total -
revenues of the Authority are sufficient to meet its total out-
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goings propetly chargeable to revenuc account, mkl(':ludmi
depreciation, loan redemption and interest on capital, ta fng on
year with another and making adequglte allowance for ané/
increase or decrease in the cost of replacing any property owne
and used by the Authority.

19. That part of the income of the Authority vyhich is derived
from the sale of electricity shall not be liable to income tax.

ity any annual
20. The Government shall pay to the .Auth(_)n _
subsidy which the Minister, after consultation with the Aut_horlty,
may determine appropriate to compensate the Auth(ntlty for
any loss, actual or anticipated, which has been or might be
sustained — -
(a) through taking over any supply of electricity under
Part ITT; and ‘
(b) through managing and operating any supply of
electricity which it is required to manage and operate under
section 13(1)(5).

21. The prices to be charged by the Authority foF the supply
of electricity shall be in accordance with such tariffs as may,
from time to time, be fixed by, the Minister on the recommen-

dation of the Authority.

22. The Authority may establish such schemes as it thinks
necessary for the purpose of making payments, lprfms 0;
advances to its officers or servants as part of their conditions o
services:

Provided that such payments, loans or adyances may be made
upon such terms as the Authority may consider reasonable.

23.— (1) The revenue of the Authori.ty for any financial year
shall be applied in defraying the following charges -

(a) the salaries, fees, remuneration, pensions, supet-
annuation allowances and gratuities of the offlcers, agents
and servants and technical or other advisers of the
Authority, or any payment due ugder any scheme
established under the provisions of section 22;

(b) the remuneration, fees, allowances and expenses of
the members of the Authority;

30f 1988,5.9

Exemption from

income tax

Annual subsidy
LN 46A of 1978

Rates and scales
of charges for
electricity

3 of 1988, 5. 19

Schemes for the
benefit of
employees

3of 1988, 5. 11

Application of
revenue

LN 46A of 1978
30f 1988, 5. 12

(¢) working and establishing expenses and expegditure_ RS
on, or provision for, the maintenance of any of the instal- -
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lations of the ‘Authority, and the discharge of the functions
of the Authority properly chargeable to revenue account;

‘(d) the cost or any portion of the cost of any new instal-
laFIO‘H which the Authority, with the approval of the
Minister, may determine to charge to revenue;

(e} interest on any debentures and debenture stock

issued, and the principal and interest on any loan raised
the Authority:; ’ e by

03] sums required to be transferred to a sinking fund or
otherwise set aside for the purpose of making provision for
the redemption of debentures or debenture stock or the
repayment of other borrowed moneys:

{g) such sums as i_t may deem appropriate to set aside in
respect of depreciation on the property of the Authority
having rfagard to the amount set aside out of revenue under
the provisions of paragraph (f);

(A1) such contributions to charitable objects as the

Authority, with the approval of the Minister, may, from
time to time, determine;

({) any other expenditure authorised by the Authority
and properly chargeable to revenue account.

(2.) The balance of the revenue of the Authority shall be
apphed_ to a general reserve or to such other reserves as the
Authority, with the approval of the Minister, may determine.

(3) Any gffnerg] or other reserve formed under subsection (2)
shall be applied in such manner as the Authority may, with the
approval of the Minister, from time to time determine: '

Provided that no part of the moneys comprised in such general

or other reserve shall be applied otherwise than f
of the Authority. an for the purposes

24, Any. funds of the Authority not immediately required to be
expended. in the meeting of any obligations or the discharge of
any funqtpns of the Authority may be invested from time to time
n securities authorised.for the time being for the investment of
trust funds or in such other investments and securities as may be
approved from time to time by the Minister.

25.— (1) The Authority shall keep proper accounts and other

_Tecords in respect of its operations, and shall cause to be

prep'flred. a statement of account in respect of each financijal year
terminating on the 31st day of December.
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(2) The accounts of the Authority shall be audited annually by
an auditor appointed by the Authority subject to the approval of

the Minister.

(3) After the end of each financial year, as soon as the
accounts of the Authority have been audited, the Authority shall
cause a copy of the statement of account to be transmitted to the
Minister, together with a copy of any report made by the auditor
on that statement or on the accounts of the Authority and such
explanation of any matters referred to in the auditor’s report as

may be necessary.

26.— (1) The Authority. shall, as soon as practicable after the
end of each financial year, cause to be made and transmitted to
the Minister a report dealing generally with the activitics of the
Authority during the preceding financial year and containing
such information relating to the proceedings and policy of the
Authority as the Minister may from time to time direct.

(2) A copy of the report shall be printed and laid before
Parliament by the Minister as soon as may be after the close of
the financial year to which the report relates.

Part II1

TRANSFER TO AUTHORITY OF GOVERNMENT UNDERTAKINGS

27. The Minister may by order and without further assurance
vest in the Authority such assets as he may from time to time
think fit subject to such terms as may be specified in such order.

28. All deeds, bonds, agreements, instruments and working
arrangements subsisting immediately before the commencement
of this Adt; dffecting any of the undertakings which may be
transferred to .the Authority from time to time by the
Government shall be of as full force and effect against or in
favour of the Authority, and enforceable as fully and effectually
as if, instead of the Government or any person acting on behalf
of the Government, the Authority had been named therein or had
been a party thereto.

29, Any proceedings or cause of action pending or existing
immediately before the commencement of this Act by or against
the Government or any person acting on behalf of the
Government in respect of any of the transferred undertakings

specified in section 28 may be continued or enforced by or -

Annual report
LN 46A of 1978

Vesting assets in
the Authority
LN 46A of 1978

Existing
contracts

Pending
proceedings
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LN 46A of 1978
3of 1988, 5. 13

égamst the Authority as it might have been by or against the
Overnment or such person, if this Act had not been enacted

PART IV

SUPPLY OF ELECTRICITY

30.— (1) No person other than the Authority shall —

(@) use, work or operat i
T €, or permit to be used
Operated, any installation; or » worked or

(&) supply to or for the use of

. any other pe; ici
from any installation, d person electricity

except i i
pt under and in accordance with the terms of a licence

expressly anthorising such use or supply, as the case may be

(2) Any person contravenin

th isi .
shall be guilty of an offence a & the provisions of subsection (1)

: nd liable to a fine of one th
dollars and, if the contravention be continued, to a fine c‘:))lIcl i’fgs

dollars for every day o
ay or part of a day during whi
venti : hich -
ention continues after the date of co ot g the contra

(3) Such licences ma
C v be granted by the A i
of such fees, if any, as may be prescri}{)e; uthority on payment

. IgggnI;Icc)) ;i(t:lfélcjz stl;lall_i)e capable of being transferred unless the
: C Authority to the transfer be evid
licence by writing under the hand of the Chairmaﬁllll Fed tpon the

(5) Licences shall be subi
( ject to such conditions as
zcrlbed and to.such further conditions, if any, as may IP;]: 31[11113 ; Pff?dr
y the Authority and set out in the licence, pose

(6) Licences may be fo i :
each case appr()ve:y 1 such periods as the Authority may in

Provided that no licence sh i
Vi all, without the express appr
e Minister, be granted for a period exceeding twenty—gﬂeoyfir(;f
(7) The period of durati l

therein, and in every
be set out —

th

on of every licence shall be s
‘ e et out
licence for a public installation there shall

{a) the area of supply;

{(b) the declared volta

therefrom; ge and the variation permitted

{c) the maximum charges payable by consumers:
(d) such other matters as the Authority may consider
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desirable including provisions for the revision or variation
of any of the matters set out in such licence.

31.— (1) The Authority may, in its discretion, require that,
before the issue of any licence, such security as it may specify
shall be furnished for the due observance of the terms and con-
ditions of the licence and of the provisions of this Act, and any
regulations made under section 55.

(2) A licence may at any time be suspended or revoked by the
Authority on breach of any of the conditions thereof or in default
of payment of any moneys accrued due thereunder, or if the
licensee ceases to work or operate the installation in respect of
which the licence has been granted:

Provided that, where a licence has been suspended or revoked
on the ground that the licensee has ceased to work or operate an
installation, the licensee may, if he considers that he has suffered
or may suffer undue hardship by reason of such suspension or
cancellation, appeal to the Minister against such suspension or
cancellation, and the decision of the Minister on such appeal
shall be final.

32. A licensee who is, by the conditions of his licence,
restricted to using or supplying electricity for specified purposes
only, shall not use or supply such electricity for any purpose
other than those so specified, and any person contravening the
provisions of this section shall be guilty of an offence.

PAaRTV

ACQUISITION OF LAND

33.—(1) Subject to the provisions of the Land and Titles
Act, the Authority may for all the purposes of any of its functions
under this Act, by agreement acquire, whether by way of
purchase, lease, gift or exchange, any land situate within
Solomon Islands, whether such land is immediately required

or not.

(2) Any land acquired under subsection (1) may, until it is
required for the purpose for which it was acquired, be held and
used for the purpose of any of the functions of the Authority.

(3) Any land belonging to the Authority and not required for
the purpose for which it was acquired may be appropriated for
any other purpose.

Security:
suspension and
revocation of
licences

LN 46A of 1976
30f 1988, 5. 14

Restriction of
use to specified
purposes

Acquisition of
and dealings in
land

LN 46A of 1978
Cap. 133
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PArRT VI
GENERAL
Power to ent - i
o gnd o enter Au::;ll. 't( 1) In the exercise of the powers conferred upon the
an ority or i isi i
[ I y a licensee by the provisions of this Act, the

Authority or licensee, as the case
) may be, may by thei i
agents or servants, do all or any of the follow?ngy— el officess,

(a) enter, survey and take levels of any land or any part
thereof and also dig out and remove any earth stoneysﬁ)'l
and gr:ewel whatsoever for the construction mai’ntenarice (1),
altera_uon of any line or part thereof or fo; any other urf
Pose In connection with the works authorised by this PS:'['

(b) after consultation with the local authority, cut and
: g(:}rilove from any land any tree or any branch, bough, or
ter part of a trc.ae growing on such land within fifteen
Erlj?;il;es Ofd an;lzl ‘n;lam or submain used for conducting elec-
¥ and which may in any wa i i
ety and y way affect or interfere with
. Provided that the Authority or licensee, as the case may
be, mtiy cut and remove any tree or any part thereof which
;?1 l\:’l : :}Ill %nel metre of a conductor without having to con-
with the local i i
Boon. authority or Town and Country Planning
(c) open or break up any road:

Provided that such road shall be repaired and relaid by
or at the expense of the Authority or licensee, as the case
may be, when any necessary work has been completed; *

(.d) z}fter consultation with the local authority, erect and
maintain posts, staywires, poles or pillars in or’ upon an
land and attach, place and maintain wires, lines conduitss/
and other appliances and things necessary f’or the,works in

}mder, tl_nro-ugh Or over, across or upon any street, road
and, building, houses or premises: , ’

Provided that before the exercise of any of the powers
fzonferred by the provisions of this paragraph ﬁotic&f of th
Intention of the Authority or the licensee, as ’the case mae
be, shall be served on the owner or owners or other inter)-(

ested party at least fourte
en clear d .
of such power. ays before the exercise

(2) In the exercise of an

A _ . y of the powers conferred by th -

;;ZIOES 0111 this section, the Authority or the licensee, ag thee E;Se
y be, shall not be deemed to acquire any right other than that
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of user only in or over the soil of any land through, over or under
which the Authority or the licensee, as the case may be, causes
to be placed any of the works.

(3) Any person who sustains any damage or loss by reason of
the exercise of any of the powers conferred by this section upon
the Authority or a licensee may make application for compensa-
tion in writing in that behalf to the Authority, or licensee, as the
case may be, at any time before the expiration of three months
after the act, matter or thing in respect of which such damage or
loss is alleged to have been sustained, and if he fails to make
application within the aforesaid period his claim to compensa-
tion for the alleged damage or loss may be disallowed.

(4) The amount of compensation payable under the provisions
of this section may, in default of agreement, be claimed and
determined by civil action in a court.

35, For the purpose of inspecting any part of an installation or
fitting, removing meters or other instruments for measuring the
quantity of electricity supplied, making or removing connections
between mains and private fittings, repairing damage, or for
other proper cause the Chairman or licensee or any person
authorised by the Chairman or licensee in that behalf may at all
reasonable times, enter upon the lands, houses or buildings to
which electricity has been, is, or will be, supplied.

36. The Chairman or licensee, or any person authorised by the
Chairman or licensee in that behalf, may, subject to the pro-
visions of any Act for the time being in force, cause such lamp-
irons, lamp-posis, insulating material, brackets, stays or other
apparatus to be put up or fixed upon or against the walls or
fences of any house, building or enclosure or to be put up or
erected in such other places and manner as may be deemed
proper, doing as little damage as may be practicable and making
sufficient amends, by way of repairs, restoration or compensa-
tion to all persons interested, for such damage as may be done,
and may cause such number of lamps of such sizes and types to
be put and affixed to such lamp-irons, lamp-posts and brackets
as may be deemed necessary, and may cause the same to be
lighted during such hours as may be deemed necessary.

37.— (1) The Authority and any licensec may reduce, as they
may. think fit, the quantity of electricity supplied to any con-
sumer if, by reason of any unforeseen circumstances beyond
their control, it may appear that the supply of electricity gener-

Power to inspect
3 af 1988,5.16

Power to fix
lamp-posts, efc
3of 1988, 5. 17

Reduction or
cessation of

supply
Fof 1988,5.18
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Protection of
electrical works
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Authority

Use of electricity
supplied

Exemption of
apparatus from
distress and
attachment

ated is insufficient to enable the full

quantity to be conveniently
supplied.

(2) Where the quantity of electricity has been reduced as
aforesaid — '

(@) no liability shall be incurred by the Authority or the
licénsee, as the case may be, in respect of any loss or
damage caused by such reduction; and

(b) in appropriate cases, an abatement in the charges for

the supply of electricity shall be made in proportion to the
reduction made,

(3} The Authority or a licensee, their servants or agents, shall
not be liable for any damage to persons or property or for any
cessation of the supply of electricity which may be due to
unavoidable accident, fair wear and tear, or overloading due to
unauthorised connection of apparatus, or to the reasonable
requirements of the system, or to defects in any installation not
provided by the Authority or licensee, as the case may be, but
shall be liable only when such damage or cessation is shown to
have resulted from negligence on the part of the Authority or

licensee, or their servants or agents as the case may be, or from
faulty construction of the installation,

38.— (1) No person shall lay or carry any mains, pipes,
conduits or wires in, along, through, across, over or under any
strect or place in a manner which is likely to interfere with or
cause damage to any electrical works or apparatus of the
Authority without first obtaining permission from the Authority
and such permission may be granted or withheld at the discretion
of the Authority, or may be granted upon such terms and con-
ditions as the Authority thinks fit to impose.

(2) Any person who contravenes any of the provisions of this
section shall be guilty of an offence against this Act

39.— (1) No consumer shall use electricity supplied to him for
purposes other than those for which such electricity is supplied.

(2) Any person who contravenes the provisions of this section
shall be guilty of an offence against this Act,

40. When any electric wires, meters, fittings, works or
apparatus belonging to the Authority have been placed in or
upon any private premises for the purpose of supplying or
measuring electricity and when any electric wires, meters, fit-
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tings, works or apparatus belonging toda licensegegazi Eﬁzﬁ

4 i i occupi

on premises, not owned or : su
e, for the f lyi measuring electricity,
i supplylng or
licensee, for the purpose o ring electricl’,
i itti aratus shall no

wires, meters, fittings, works or app: :
S;lgth to distress nor be liable to be taken in c.‘,xecutlon unde(r:eaer:i)i
ijrocess of a court or in any bankruptcy or insolvency pro

ings against any person.

41.— (1) Where any person employed by ﬁhehAr?t}?izrggi I(I)iroi
6 fi 1 idence which 1

licensee finds upon any premises evi e
indicates that an offence has been commi .
ifr;gil(():lalls of section 42(2), the Authorlt.y or the li_censee orS atr}llz

erson duly anthorised by the Authority or the _hf:ensee,ba the
1gase may be, may cause the supply of electricity to be
connected from such premises. -

i i isi f subsection (1), where
Notwithstanding the provisions of s ;
ele(c?{zicity is used by the consumer for busmessf , E;ofess;;t;;l 211;
i i disconnection of the s ‘
industrial purposes and the SUpPly Of
i er from carrying
electricity would prevent the consum amrying on b

i i i the supply of electricity
business, profession or indusiry, Dl O ey S
isconnected without the approval o  t
IC]}Oetn];?aflIf/lanager or any member or employee of the Authority

duly authorised for that purpose. -,

ici been disconnected under the

3) If the supply of ¢lectricity has T ths
pro(vi)sions of Etgasection (1), it shall not be reconnected until

(@) in the case of the Authority, the Chairman 0; glle
General Manager or any member or employee of the
Authority duly authorised for that purpose; or

(b) in the case of a licensee, the licensee or his author-
ised employee, .
gives permission for reconnection. |
(4) If the supply of electricity has been disconnected under the

: ) .
rovisions of this section, the Authority or 11censee., as the Ctiin
Enay be. may determine the period for which such disconnec

shall be enforced. _ N

(5) No liability shall lie upon the Aufo:}llty '?r thehl:;c;{:,:;sef;efgi
icer, servant or employee of the Authority or lic .

zﬁy Zglgz;e by the Authority or licensee or any of _t}_lelr off;cte;f;
seryvants or employees in carrying out the provisions o

section,

Disconnection of
supply of
electricity

3 of 1988, 5. 19
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ParT VII

OFFENCES AND PROCEEDINGS

42.— (1) Any person who wilfull
. Any ¥ 8o tampers with or adj
Sgi glnsttallgtlon 01:l part thereof as to cause or to be likely to CL‘;S;:
er to human life or limb or injury to any a
. tus or other
property shall be guilty of an offence and li bletea i
: bletoaf f
thousand five hundred dollars mprison five yours
: or to imprisonm i
or to both such fine and such imprisongqent. el for five years

2YA i

(2} Any person who in any manner whatsoever dishonestly —
{(a) abstracts electricity; or
{b) consumes electricity; or
(c) uses electricity; or

(d) _alters the 1pdex of any meter or other instrument used
an or in connection with any Authority installation or an
hceHS(_ed installation for recording the output or d
sumption of electricity; or pi or com

() prevents any such meter or instrument from duly
recording the output or consumption of electricity

shall be guilty of an offence and liable to a fine of five hundred

Aui?lz)lf;ny‘ Iiiﬁnseg l\;vho without express permission from the
¥ 1n that behalf supplies electricit
: y or lays down
:Eggg lsme ofr cgnstructs any electrical works outsige the are;u:)}
peciiied in his licence shail be guilty of '
liable to a fine of five hund o oy s e and
i . red dollars, and any such unautho-
;‘;ssed hneirl or works may, after conviction under this subsection ?n
pect thereof, be removed by order of the Authority, and the

{4) Subject to the isi i

‘ _ _provisions of sections 37 and 41
gf;;sgzrz;ho is Zuth}?rlsed by his licence to supply electric}t;rg

ns and who, in breach of any conditions of his [j

: is |
gglcéfca;ly re(%ﬁlagons made under section 55 and without r;(:gie
s¢ (the burden of proving which shalf 1 i s
b 1e on him), fail
1Iéln:‘)lesT.;lpply ?:Iectr]c]ty to any consumer whose premises lie 2;vit£ll11i1§
o lrea f0 supply specified in his licence, or discontinues the
; ﬁl’)elil gfeoanzlelc_:tré;nty to any such consumer, shall be guilty of an

1able to a fine of five hundred dolla i

. . rs, and

case of continued failure or discontinuance, to a fine ofmfi":fltl;

ELECTRICITY [CAP. 128

4489

dollars for every day or part of a day during which the failure or
discontinuance continues after the date of conviction.

(5) Any person who wilfully injures any meter or other instru-
ment used on or in connection with any Authority installation or
any licensed installation for recording the output or consumption
of electricity shall be guilty of an offence and liable to a fine of

two hundred dollars.

(6) Any person who wilfully or negligently —
(a) causes electricity to be diverted from its proper
course or to be wasted; or
(b) breaks, throws down, causes to fall or damages any
supply line or any post, pole or other apparatus connected
with the supply of electricity,
shall be guilty of an offence and liable to a fine of two hundred
dollars or to imprisonment for six months or to both such fine
and such imprisonment.

(7) Any person who obstructs or impedes any officer or
servant of the Authority or of a licensee in the exercise of his
powers and duties under the provisions of this' Act or any regu-
lations made under section 53 or fails to comply with any order
lawfully given in pursuance of the provisions of this Act or such
regulations, shall be guilty of an offence and liable to a fine of
two hundred dollars, and, in the case of a continuing offence, to
a fine of fifteen dollars for every day or part of a day during
which the offence is continued after the date of conviction.

(8) Any licensee who, without lawful excuse, fails to comply
with any condition expressed, or, by virtue of this Act, implied,
in his licence shall be guilty of an offence and liable to a fine of
two hundred dollars, and if the failure be continued, to a fine of
fifteen dollars for every day or part of a day during which the
failure is continued after the date of conviction.

(9) Any person guilty of an offence against this Act for which
no penalty is expressly provided shall be liable to a fine of two
hundred dollars and in the case of a continuing offence, to a fine
of fifteen dollars for every day or part of a day during which the
offence is continued after the date of conviction.

43, In any prosecution for an offence under the provisions of
section 42(2), proof of —

(@) the existence of artificial means which, either alone

or in conjunction with additional arfificial means not

Onus of proof
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Compensation
for damage
3 af 1988, 5. 21

fqund, could be used for altering, or facilitating the alter-
athn of, the index of any meter
registering the quantity of electricity supplied; or

(f’?) the e:xistence of artificial means which, either alone
Or 1n comjunction with additional artificia] means not
found, would prevent, or facilitate the prevention of, any
meter or instrument from duly registering the quanti;y of
elCCtl’lCl'ty supplied, or would facilitate the dishonest
abstraction, consumption or use of electricity; or

() (i) the fitting of any mechanical or other means to:
or ,

(ii) the 'absence or removal of any part or con-
nection from; or

(iif) the interference with any part or connection of

any apparatus in such circumstances that such fitting
abs_epce, removal or interference would prevent 01:
facilitate the prevention of any meter or other instrument
from duly registering the quantity of electricity supplied
or would facilitate the dishonest abstraction, consump.
tion or use of electricity, - , ’

shall be prima facie evidence that there has been dishonest alter
ation of the index of any meter or instrument, or prevention-
abstraction, comsumption or use of electricity, e;s the case ma3;

est alteration, prevention, abstraction,

_be, and that such dishon
consumption or use, as the case may be, has been carried out

by —

(aa) the person fittin ifici i
g such artificial, mechanical of
other means as aforesaid; and .

g

(cc) the person interfeting wi
_ 2 with any such -
nection as aforesaid; and ’ part or con

( )
g

or that such person or consumer has abetted the offence of such

44.—(1) Any person who, wi

,» without lawfyl excuse, remove
iix?troys or damages, whether wilfully or otherwise, any instals—’
atlon or any part thereof, or any public lamp or any post, bracket

or instrument used for

TR

—
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or other means of support of a public lamp, or any instrument
used in connection with any installation for recording the output
or consumption of electricity shall, in addition to any penalty to
which he may be liable under the provisions of this or any other
Act, be liable to pay full compensation for the damage he has
done and such compensation shall be recoverable by civil action

or suit before a court.

(2) Without prejudice to the provisions of subsection (1), any
court before which a person is charged with an offence under this
Act may assess the compensation payable under the provisions
of this section and may make an order for the payment of the
same and any such order may be enforced as if it were a
judgment in a civil action or suit.

Parr VIII

PROVISIONS RELATING TO INSPECTION, REGISTRATION, ETC

45.,— (1) There shall be a Chief Inspector and such other
inspectors as may be necessary for the purposes of giving effect
to the provisions of this Act.

(2) The Chief Inspector shall be the officer in charge of
electrical engineering within the Authority.

(3) The other inspectors shall, if the persons to be appointed
are to be public officers, be appointed in accordance with the
Constitution, but otherwise their appointments may be made by
the Minister.

46.— (1) Subject to the provisions of subsection (2}, an
inspector may enter any premises, in or upon which any instal-
Jation or apparatus may be, at any time between the hours of 6
o’clock in the forenoon and 6 o’clock in the afternoon and also
at any other time when the installation or apparatus may be at
work, and may scize any article or thing which is reasonably
suspected to be an article or thing which concerns an offence
under the provisions of this Act or by which such an offence has

been committed.

(2) An inspector seeking to enter any premises under the
powers conferred by subsection (1) shall carry, and shall produce
on demand, an official identification card or badge in such form
as may be prescribed, and no person shall be obliged to admit to
his premises any person purporting to be an inspector except on
production of such identification card or badge.

Appointment of
inspectors
3 of 1988,5.22

Power of
mspectors to
enter en
premises
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of Act

3of 1988, 5.25

Restriction on
connection with
earth

Procedure in
case of
dangerous defect
in installation
apparatus

47.— (1) Where any person, other than the Authority, is about
to construct, alter or extend an installation, he shall give notice
of such proposed construction, alteration or extension to the

Chief Inspector who may periodically inspect such construction,
alteration or extension. :

(2) In addition to periodical inspections as provided for in
subsection (1) and final inspections on completion, all instal-
lations, while in operation, shall be subject to such periodical

inspections as may be prescribed by regulations made under
section 53.

(3) The licensee and management and persons in charge of
any installation or of the construction of any installation shall
afford-full facilities for inspection during working hours.

48. All installations which have been operated or whereof the
construction has been completed or begun before the com-
mencement of this Act shall be subject to the provisions of this
Act and any regulations made under section 55.

49.—(1) No person shall, in the generation, fransmission,
supply or use of electricity, permit any part of his supply line to
be connected with earth except as may be required by or under

the provisions of this Act or be expressly permitted by the Chief
Inspector.

(2) Tn the event of any breach of the provisions of subsection
(1), the Chief Inspector may by written order require the licensee
or owner to remove such connections and may prohibit the use
of any supply line or works or installation until the order is
complied with, and any person ‘who fails to comply with any
such order shall be guilty of an offence. :

S50.—(1) In the event of an inspector finding in any instal-
lation or apparatus any defect which in his opinion is likely to
cause danger, he may, by notice in writing posted at the place
where the installation or apparatus to which it relates is installed
or working, or served upon the licensee or owner thereof, require
such defect to be made good or removed within such period as
may be specified in the notice and in such case the installation or
apparatus shall not be operated or used after the expiration of
such period unless the defect has been made good or removed to
the satisfaction of the inspector:

_ I"rovided that if the inspector is of the opinion that the defect
i8 likely to cause immediate danger, he may, by notice posted or
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served as aforesaid, forthwith suspend the operfition and use of
such installation or apparatus until such defect is made good or
removed, and in such case the installation or apparatus shall not
be operated or used so long as such notice of suspension remains

unrevoked.

(2) Every licensee and every management and person in
charge of an installation becoming aware of a defect therfem
which is likely to cause danger, and every consumer becoming
aware of a defect in any apparatus which is likely to cause dan-
ger, shall forthwith cause the defect to be made good or removed
or shall report thereon to an inspector.

(3) If in the opinion of the Chief Inspgct_or any dc?fect in any
installation in respect whereof a licence is in force is of SUCl‘.l a
nature that it cannot be made good or removed, the Authority
shall hold an inquiry and, if it considers it necessary so to do,

shall cancel the licence.

(4) Any person who contravenes or fails to comply .with any
of the provisions of subsections (1) or (2) shall be guilty of an
offence against this Act.

51.— (1) Whenever any accident causing or resulting in 10§s
of life or serious injury to any person or property has occurred in
connection with any installation or electrical plant or apparatus,
the owner or licensee thereof and the management thereof shz}ll
report the accident to an inspector by the gulckest means avail-
able, and subsequently, with the least possible delay, shall report
in writing to an inspector the facts of the matter so far as they are
known and the inspector may as soon as practicable after receipt
of the first report —

(@) visit the place where the accident occurred;

(b} make a preliminary investigation of the circum-
stances; .

(¢) record in writing his findings upon such investiga-
tion;

(d) forward his report to the Chief Inspector;

(e) if there has been any loss of life or thu_:r(? is reason to
belicve that any person has been serioqsly injured, send a
copy of his findings to the nearest Magistrate.

(2) In the event of loss of life or grievous- hurt to any person
due to any accident in connection _with any 1p§tallat1on or elec-
trical plant or apparatus, no alteration or addition shail, wllthout
the consent of an inspector be made to any part of such instal-

Serious accidents
to be reported
and investigated
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lation, plant or apparatus which may have contributed to the
occurrence of such accident, nor shall any alteration be made,
without such consent, to the site of the accident until an inspector
has completed his investigation:

Provided that nothing herein contained shall operate to
interfere with rescue work or work necessary for the general
safety of life or property.

- (3) If upon a preliminary investigation under the provisions of
subsection (1) it appears to the officer making such investigation
that there is reason to believe that the accident was due to any
failure to comply with the provisions of this Act or of any regula-
tions made under section 55 or to neglect of any lawful order
given by an inspector, or if the officer making such investigation
is satisfied that the accident might have been prevented if proper
precautions had been taken and observed in the working of any
installation or electrical plant or apparatus, the Chief Inspector
shall further investigate the circumstances of the accident
together with the inspector and if the Chief Inspector is of the
opinion that criminal proceedings could lie against any person he
shall then forward to the Director of Public Prosecutions a copy
of the inspector’s report together with his opinion of the circum-
stances and findings.

{4) Any person concerned in any investigation held under the _

provisions of this section shall be entitled, upon payment of the
prescribed fees, to receive a copy of the report of the inspector,
a copy of the opinion of the Chief Inspector, and copies of state-
ments, if any, taken in evidence by the inspector or Chidf
Inspector, as the case may be.

(5) Any person who, without lawful excuse, contravenes or
fails to comply with any of the provisions of subsections (1) or
(2) shall be guilty of an offence against this Act.

52,— (1) In the event of any difference of opinion between a
licensee and. an inspector, other than the Chief Inspector, or
between the management or owner of any installation or
apparatus and an inspector, other than the Chief Inspector,
regarding any maiter affecting the construction, erection,
maintenance or operation of any installation or apparatys, the

matter shall be referred in writing to, and decided by, the Chief
Inspector.

(2) Any person who feels aggrieved by a decision made by the
Chief Inspector may appeal in writing to the High Court for
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i i in di ithin twenty-one days
onsideration of the matter in dispute \_Nlthm day
It:;:(():m the date of the decision of the Chiefl Iqspector_, or 'w1th1n
such further period as the High Court may in special cucur;ll—
stances allow, and such appeal shall contain the grounds of the
grievance. -
i he provisions of sub-

3) Upon receipt of an appeal under ¢
sec(tic)m (pZ), the Judge shall hear the appellant and such other
parties as he may deem necessary. : ‘

i i lifications or experience

4} Any person having technical qua )
in t(hg ma’ier concerned in the appeal, may be called upon to give
evidence during the hearing of such appeal.

(5) At the conclusion of the appeal proceedings, the Judge
who heard the appeal shall inform all persons concerned of his
decision.

(6) Any person concerned shall be entitled, upon payment of

i f the evidence
the prescribed fees, to a copy of a summary o ; le;
gizeltjl during the appeal proceedings, and of the Judge’s decision.

53. Nothing in this Act contained shall operate to relieve _f;ﬂy
licensee or management from any civil or criminal liability
arising otherwise than under this Act. :

ini dation by the

54, The Minister may, on the Tecommen _
Authority, exempt any installation or class of installation from
all or any of the provisions of Part IV and Part VIII or any regu-

lation made thereunder.

Parr IX

SUBSIDIARY LEGISLATION

55. The Minister on the recommendation of th_e_Auth?tlﬁy,
may make regulations not inconsistent with the provisions of this
Act to prescribe —

(a) the duties of inspectors; .

'(b) the intervals, times and manner in whigh any mstatl~
lations or apparatus shall be ins_pected, the notice (if fil’ly) t0
be given in relation to inspections and the preparations E
be made by the licensees and the management for suc
inspections; o .

{¢) the minimum standards and spec1f1cat10nsl whlcg
shall be used in the design, construction, protection an

Liabilities
unaffected

Exemption
orders
3 af 1988, 5. 26

Regulations
3 of 1988, 5. 27
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maintenance of installations and apparatus, the conditions
under which any installation or apparatus shall be worked
or operated and the prohibition of the use or importation of
dangerous apparatus;

(d) the means which may be employed (to the exclusion
of other means) for the generation, conversion, transmis-

sion, (ransformation, distribution and application of
electricity;

(e) the manner in which electricity shall be measured
and the standards of measurement which shall be employed
and the manner in which electricity is permitted to be. or is
prohibited from being, supplied or used;

() the standards to be adopted for measurement of
dimensions of installations and apparatus;

(g) the manner of regulation and the limits of variation
of the nature, voltage and periodicity of the electricity
supplied; '

() the class or design, or classes or designs, of wires,
fittings and apparatus to be used by consumers, and the
manner in which such wires, fittings and apparatus shall be

crected, fixed, arranged, protected, controlled, inspected,
tested and maintained;

(?) the fees to be paid for licences and certificates of
registration of installations and any other fees which
require to be prescribed under the provisions of this Act;

(j) the form and contents of and the conditions to be

. . . . . o

prescribed in licences and the conditions for suspension,
extension and revocation of licences;

(k) the qualifications to be possessed by persons before
they may be entrusted with (he construction, erection,
repair or alteration of any installation or apparatus or with

the charge of any instaliation or the control of the operation
of apparatus;

(#) the nature of the tests to be employed for ascertaining
whether persons possess the qualifications prescribed by
regulations under the provisions of paragraph (k), the form
and period of validity of certificates to be issued to persons
found to possess such qualifications, and the manner and

conditions of the issue, suspension and revocation of such
certificates;

(m) the approval and registration of wiring contractors;
(n) the measures to be taken and the fittings to be
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supplied and used in connection with installations in order
to secure public and private safety; .

(0) the precautions to be taken on the relief of persons in
control of apparatus;

(p) the manner of calculating the power of generators
and motors; N

(¢) the manner of holding inquiries under the provisions
of this Act; .

(r) the forms of notices and the manner of service
thereof; o

(5) the means to be adopted, whetl?er by p_r0h1b1t10n.or
otherwise, to prevent or abate any nuisance likely to arise
or arising from the working of any installation or
apparatus;

() the time, place and manner for_the payment of fif?'s
payable under this Act or any rggulatlong made under t‘1s
section, and the mode of collection and disposal thereof; .

(1) any other matters required to be prescribed by this
Act or which may appear to him egpedlent for the bet‘ter
carrying out of the provisions of this Af:t, or for securm(gl
the safety of the public or for ensuring a proper an
sufficient supply of electricity; .

(v) prescribing the rate of charges. to be n.1ad'e in respect
of electricity supplied from Authority public installations
and of the hire of apparatus belonging to or operfited by. the
Authority, and the fees payable in respec,t (_)f the 1n§pv.3ct1canci
testing and maintenance of consumers mstlallatlons an
apparatus, and in respect of the fq(mg and testing of meters,
and in respect of any other services properly rendered on
account of consumers; N

{(w) prescribing the form of applications f'or' electricity,
the manner of effecting the supply of electricity, and Fhe
incidence of the charges in respect of the cost of connecting
the consumers’ premises with the mains;

{x) prescribing the methods to bfa adopted for tir}e supply
and use of electricity, the security to be _furmshed by
consumers and the conditions for the discontinuance of tﬁe
supply in cases where the consumer faﬂg. to observe é ¢
requirements of this Act or of any regulations made under
this section or is in arrear with the payment ‘of any proper
charges, or uses defective fittings, and also in other cases
whete such discontinuance may be deemed necessary or
advisable;
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(¥) regulating the methods of
of apparatus that may be used,
may appear expedient;

(z) prescribing any other matters nec
proper management of the supply of electri

wiring premises, the types
and such other matters as

essary for the
city,
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CHAPTER 128
ELECTRICITY
Subsidiary Legislation
THE ELECTRICITY (TARIFF) REGULATIONS LN 56/1980

{Sections 21 & 55)

1. These Regulations may be cited as the Electricity (Tariff)
Regulations.

2. The rates of charges specified in the second column of the
Schedule shali be charged by and paid to the Authority in respect
of the quantities of electricity supplied by the Authority specified
in the first column of the Schedule in relation thereto.

SCHEDULE
General and Domestic Tariff for each Kilowatt hour 37.5 cents

General and all other Tariff (i.e. Indusirial, Commercial,
Government) for each Kilowati hour 55.5 cents

Service charge {(above 23 Kilowatt hour) or Minimum monthly
charge (below 23 Kilowatt hour) 4.50 cents.

THE ELECTRICITY (TARIFF} { AUTOMATIC FUEL PRICE
ADIJUSTMENT) REGULATIONS
(Sections 21 & 55)

[1st April 1990]

1. These Regulations may be cited as the Electricity (Tariff)
(Automatic Fuel Price Adjustment) Regulations.

2. The Automatic Fuel Price Adjustment shall be calculated in
the manner specified in the Schedule.

SCHEDULE
For each increase/decrease in fuel price of 3 cents per litre or part thereof from

the base fuel price of 55.01 cents per litre, there shall be a 1 cent per unit
increase/decrease in the domestic, commercial, and high voltage bulk supply

Title

Rates of charges

LN 203/1993

LN 30/1990
LN 48/1990
LN 204/93
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LN 202/1993

LN 14871992

Citation

Exemption from
Part IV of the
Act.

tariff. The adjustment shall be calculated every 3 months in arrears and will be
5holwn as a separate item on all consumer’s bills. The Automatic Fuel Price
Adjustment will commence on | April 1990 and be based on fuel costs over the

first quarter of 1990 relative to the base pri
price and be calcu [
months thereafter. fod every thres

THE ELECTRICITY (HiGH VOLTAGE) (TARIFF) (N ORO) ORDER
(Section 21)

[15th October 1993)

1. This Order may be cited as the Electricit i
_ High Voltage,
(Tariff} (Noro) Order. ¥ (ligh oltage)

" _2. This Order shall apply only to areas within the Noro town-
ip.

3. The price to be charged for the supply of electricity for the

arca described in paragraph 2 shall be as set out in the Schedule
hereto, :

SCHEDULE

High Voltage Bulk supply for each Kilowatt hour 50.5 cents

THE E1ECTRICITY (EXEMPTIONS) ORDER o
(Section 54)

[4th December 1992]

1. Thi . . .
Order:".hls Order may be cited as the Electricity (Exemptions)

2. There shall be exempted from Part IV of the Act —
(a) installations in ships and aircraft:

(b) installations in which the voltage to earth at no point
exceeds fifty volts;

() 911 private installations having a total installed
generating capacity up to 50 kw, but excluding —

(1) holiday resort and hotel establishments catering
for the public;
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(ii) private installations in which the owner,
occupier or lessee supplies electricity for use in
labour lines or staff quarters; and

(d) any installation or part thereof, owned by, or worked
by, or on behalf of the Authority.

3. There shall be exempted from section 47 of the Act—
{(a) installations in ships and aircraft;
{(b) installations in which the voltage to earth at no point
exceeds fifty volts;
(c) private installations having a total gencrating
capacity up to 10 kw, but excluding —

(i) holiday resort and hotel establishments catering
for the public;

(ii) private installations in which the owner,
occupier or lessee supplies electricity for use in
labour lines or staff quarters; and

() any installation or part thereof, owned by, or worked
by, or on behalf of the Authority:

Provided that any installation which was in use prior to the
publication of this Order shall be exempted from section 47 of
the Act for a period of 12 months from the date of such publica-

tion.

4. There shall be exempted from regulation 5(1) of the
Electricity Regulations any generating installation in existence at
the time of the publication of this Order.

Exemption from
section 47 of the
Act

Exemptions from
reg 5(1) of the
Electricity
Regulations
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THE ELECTRICITY REGULATIONS

ARRANGEMENT OF REGULATIONS

REGULATION
PArT I
PRELIMINARY
1. CITAT;ION
2. INTERPRETATION
3, APPLICATION OF REGULATIONS
4, INSTALLATION
Part 11
SYSTEM OF SUPPLY
5. STANDARD VOLTAGE ETC
6. CONSUMER LINES
Part HI
WIRING OF ELECTRICAL INSTALLATIONS
7. APPLICATION TO CARRY OUT WORK
8. SUPPLY OF ELECTRICITY TO INSTALLATION, ETC
9. FEeEs
10. REGULATIONS TO PREVAIL OVER WIRING RULES
11. EARTHING SYSTEM
12. LOADINGS ON AN INSTALLATION
13. GREATER MAXIMUM DEMAND
14. STARTING CURRENT
15, NUMRER OF PHASES
16. POWER TO PROHIBIT CONNECTION
17. POWER FACTOR TO BE DETERMINED BY SUPPLIER
18. DESIGN AND MANNER OF INSTALLATION
19. UNLAWFUL CONNECTION
20, OFFENCE
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ParT IV

SERVICE CONNECTIONS

2[. OVERHEAD SERVICE CONNECTIONS

22. COST OF SERVICE CONNECTION

23. ERECTION OF POLE

24. LIABILITY FOR DAMAGE

25. COST OF INSTALLING A RAISER

26. SERVICE CONNECTION CONTROLLED EY A FUSE
27. OFFENCE TO TAMPER WITH SERVICE CONNECTION

28. SUPPLIER TO PROVIDE SERVICE CONNECTION

PaRT V
LARGE CONSUMERS

29. EXTRA EQUIPMENT

30. USE OF EXTRA EQUIPMENT

Part VI

STANDBY OR EMERGENCY SUPPLIES

31, INSTALLATION OF EMERGENCY OR STANDY GENERATING PLANT

ParT VII
APPLICATION FOR SUPPLY
32. APPLICATION FOR SUPPLY OF ELECTRICITY
33. INDEMNITY FOR CONSUMERS

34. APPLICATION TO DISCONTINUE SUPPLY

PART VIII
METERING
35, ELECTRICITY SUPPLY TO BE METERED
36. POSITIONING OF METER BOXES
37. METER BOXES TO BE MAINTAINED

38. INSTALLATION OF MORE THAN ONE METER
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ParT IX

RATES AND ACCOUNTS
39, RATE OF PAYMENT
40, INVOICES TO BE SENT TO CONSUMER
41. RECORDING OF ELECTRICITY CONSUMED
42, POWER TO DiSCONNECT
43. METER MAY BE TESTED
44, REQUEST FOR IMMEDIATE METER READING

45, PAYMENT OF RECONNECTION FEE

ParT X
SECURITY DEPOSIT AND SERVICE CHARGES

46. SECURITY DEPOSIT

Part X1
MISCELLANEOUS
47. PROVISION OF ADDITIONAL CAPACITY
48, LIABILITY OF CONSUMER
49. POWER TO DISCONTINUE ELECTRICITY
50, RESTRICTION ON USE OF ELECTRICITY

51. CONSUMER TO COMPLY WITH WIRING RULES ETC

ParT XII

ELECTRICAL CONTRACTORS AND ELECTRICIAN'S LICENCES
52, APPLICATION TO BE A LICENSED ELECTRICAL CONTRACTOR
53. APPLICATION FOR ELECTRICIAN’S LICENCE
54, AUTHORITY MUST BE SATISFIED WITH APPLICANT
55. GRADE B LICENCE
56. CONTRACTOR’S OR ELECTRICIAN’S LICENCE
57. SITUATIONS WHERE LICENCE MAY BE SUSPENDED OR CANCELLED
58. OPPORTUNITY TC BE HEARD
59, AUTHORITY TO BE INFORMED OF CHANGE OF NAME, ETC
60. LOST LICENCE

SCHEDULE
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LN 19071993

Citation

Interpretation

THE ELECTRICITY REGULATIONS
(Section 55)

[20th September 1 993]

ParrI

PRELIMINARY

1. These Regulations may be cited as the Electricity
Regulations.

2. In these Regulations, unless the context otherwise
requires —

“the Act” means the Electricity Act

“contractor” means an electrical contractor licensed by the
Authority in terms of regulation 52;

“electricity” means electrical energy, when generated,
transmitted, supplied or used for any purpose, except
the transmission of any communication or signal;

“electric line” means a wire or wires, conductor, or other
means used for the purposes of conveying, trans-
mitting or distributing electricity with any casing,
coating, covering, tube, pipe or insulator enclosing,
surrounding or supporting the same, Or any part
thereof, or any apparatus connected therewith for the
purpose of conveying, transmitting or distributing
electricity or electric currents:

“Grade A electrician’ means an electrician licensed by the
Authority in terms of regulation 53;

“Grade B electrician” means an electrician licensed by the
Authority in terms of regulation 53;

“premises” means a building, structure or area in which an
instaliation is located:;

“service connection” means the electric line connecting a
consumer’s installation with the supplier’s main, and

~includes all conmectors, wires, conductors, conduits,

cables, poles, insulators, supports and all other
apparatus required for the connection, up to the out-
going or consumer’s terminals of any electric meter,
load limiter, circuit breaker or isolator installed by, or
on behalf of, a licensee or the Authority;

“the Wiring Rules” means the latest edition of “The
Electrical Installation of Buildings, Structures and
Premises’ known as the 'SAA Wiring Rules’, pub-
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lished as Australian Standard number AS’ 3000, as

mended from time to time; .
“the asupplier” means the Solomon Islands Electricity
Authority, or the holder of a licence to generate elec-
tricity, which has been granted by the Solomon
Islands Electricity Authority.

3. These Regulations shall apply throughout Solomon Islands.

4. An installation which, at t'he comr'nclancemeﬁlt ;ft hthfi?e
Regulations, was being supplied w¥th elec'tr1c1.ty by.t e urd(;ncg
shall be deemed to be an installgtlon maintained 112 i]iC(;it ¢
with these Regulations, except in so‘f.ar as thfe u oct gt: thz
notice in writing to the consumer, spec1f1es that,_ in respe 1of the
matters referred to in that notice, the 1pstallat10n is no
tained in accordance with these Regulations.

ParT II

SYSTEM OF SUPPLY

5,—(1) Subject to these Regulations the. electricity supplied
by tile Authority, or by a licensee shall be in the fprm of IE;lter—
nating current from a 415/240 volt 3-phase 4-wire 50 Hertz
system.

(2) At all points on a distribution main, the voltage sh.all be
maintained within the limits of six per cent above and six per
cent below the standard voltage of the system.

intai ithin the limits of two
3) The frequency shall be maintained wit
per( clnt abovg:l and two per cent below the standard freq_uency of
fifty Hertz, when averaged over a twenty-four hour period.

i ini hority, an installation
4) Where, in the opinion of the Aut . i
req(ui)res a supply at a higher voltage, the Aut_horlty rpay,_sub]ect
to such terms and conditions as it may from time to time 1mp(()15:,
supply such installation such higher voltage than that referred to
in paragraph (1}.

i tem supplied
5) The neutral conductor of the alternating sys
by(th)e Authority, or by a licensee, shall b_e earthed at the source
of supply and may be earthed at other points of the system.

(6) The various eclectricity supl?ly systems operatedl_byng;e
Authority and areas where electricity is supplied under 1cei S,
are categorised as Category A and Category B sqpply 8y$ erIth
dependent on the capacity of the supply system in the area

Application of
Regulations

Installation

Standard voltage,
cte




4508

CAP. 128] ELECTRICITY

Consumer lines

accept lqading. Determination of categories shall be made from
tl{nfa to time by the Authority. Persons seeking a supply of elec-
tricity should consult the Authority to determine the appropriate

category before commencing design of their proposed instal-
lation.

(7).Any overhead line conductors erected by the Authority
or a 11'censee, other than those fully insulated for the intended
operating voltage, shall be rendered inaccessible to any person
without the use of a ladder or other special appliance. The
nor_mal use by the occupier of any land or premises, including
mamtenance work on the exterior of buildings, shail be taken
Into consideration, and where necessary, the conductors shall be

0 posmoned_ as to provide sufficient clearance for safety in
accordance with such use.

(8) All (?verhead transmission and distribution lines used by
the Authority or a licensee shall provide for the clearances from
grﬁunq, other lines, buildings and structures as set out in the
ollowing table, unless otherwise approved in writine b

- 0 ! th
Chief Engineer of the Authority. 8 e

_(9) The clearances set out in the table hereto, shall be the
mmnimum conductor clearances at any point in a §pan at a con-
ductor tem_perature of 50 degrees Celsius in still air at voltages
not exceeding 11,000 volts.

TABLE
System Voltage

All clearances are in g oV 0Vo "

l¢ metres 600 Volts 600 Volts
Minimum clearance over —

Area used by vehicles 55 6.0

Area not negotiable by vehicles 5.0 5 .5

Telecommunication Lines 1.0 1.0

Other lines at same voltage 0.5 I.O

Other lines at lower voltage 05 1'25

Roofs 3.0 45
Minimum horizontal distances - - .

From walls 2.0 2.5

From windows or balconies 30 3:5

For overhead lines operating at voltages higher than 11,000 volts
the clearances shall be as specified by the Authority.

6.—(1) Notwithstanding the provisions in regulation 5, *

b

consumers’ or service lines at low voltage, shall be installed in
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accordance with the applicable provisions of the S.A.A. Wiring
Rules.

(2) In addition to paragraph (1) an overhead service comn-
nection shall be insulated for a distance of not less than 2.0
metres measured from any part of the roof of the premises where
the service connection is terminated.

Part 111

WIRING OF ELECTRICAL INSTALLATIONS

7.—(1) A person intending to carry out electrical wiring work
on a new or existing installation, shall, before the commence-
ment of such wiring work, forward to the nearest office of the
Authority, a wiring application in the appropriate form for a
permit to carry out electrical work.

(2) On receipt of such application, the Authority may issue to
the applicant, a permit in the appropriate form prescribed by the
Authority, to execute the work detailed in the application.

(3) A permit may only be issued to a person holding a Grade
A clectrician’s licence, or to an electrical contractor holding a
licence, issued in accordance with these Regulations.

8.—(1) An installation, or additions or alterations to an instal-

lation, shall not be connected to a supply of electricity unless —

(@) a notice of completion in the appropriate form has

been forwarded by the electrical contractor to the

Authority; and

(b) an Authority Inspector has approved the installation

or the additions or alterations to the installation and has
advised the electrical contractor accordingly.

(2) Where, on inspection, an installation or the additions or
alterations to an installation do not comply with these
Regulations, a Fault Notice in the appropriate form shall be
issued to the electrical contractor.

(3) Notwithstanding the issuance of a Fault Notice under
paragraph (2}, the inspector may authorise the connection of the
installation, subject to such conditions, if any, as the inspector
may impose, in accordance with the Wiring Rules or these

Regulations.

(4) Any person who connects By an installation a supply of
electricity in contravention of this regulation shall be guilty of an

Application to
carry out work

Supply of
electricity to
installation, etc
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offence under the provisions of the Act and the installation shal]
be disconnected from the supply of electricity if so determined
by the Chief Engineer of the Authority.

Fees

Regulations to
prevail over
Wiring Rules

Earthing system

Loadings on an
installation

9. The fees payable for a first or subsequent inspection shall
be as prescribed,

10.—(1) Subject to paragraph (2), every installation and all .

wiring work shall be in conformity with the requirements of
these Regulations and of the Wiring Rules.

(2) Where any provisions of these Regulations are incon-
sistent with any provisions of the Wiring Rules the provisions of
these Regulations shail prevail,

11.—(1) The normal earthing system shall be the Multiple
Earthed Neutral (MEN) system as described in the Wiring Rules.

{2) Where, in the opinion of the supplier, special earthing pre-
cautions may be required, the supplier may direct that some or all
of the consumer’s instaliations be protected with an earth leakage
circuit breaker (ELCB) of a type approved by the Authority.

12. The loadings on an installation or separately metered
portions of an installation shall be limited and shall be balanced

between phases in accordance with the following require-
ments —

(a) where the installation, or where apparatus used in gn
installation, is supplied from more than one phase, the
loadings of such installation or apparatus, as the case may

be, shall be balanced over all phases so that the current in -

any one phase shall not normally exceed the current in any
other phase by more than 10 per cent of the sum of the
currents in all phases; ‘
(6) apparatus designed to operate at 240 volts —
Category A area of supply—
(i) may, if its rating does not exceed 25 amperes, be
connected to one phase;
(i) shall, if its rating does exceed 25 amperes but is
less than 50 amperes, be balanced over two
phases;

(iii) shall, if its rating exceeds 50 amperes, be
balanced over three Phases,
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Category B area of supply—
(i) may, if its rating does not exceed 15 amperes, be
connected to one phase; ;

if i i but is
i) shall, if its rating does exceed 15 amperes
® less than 30 amperes, be balanced over two

phases;
(i) shall, if its rating exceceds 30 amperes be
balanced over three phases.

i ini lier, the maximum
13. Where, in the opinion of the supplier, nt
demand of an installation when calculated in terms of the Wiring

Rules is inadequate, the supplier may require the c_om:luréler tktlz
provide for a greater maximum demand as determined by

supplier.

14. The starting current of an alternating current motor V\;lh?
measured with locked rotor, or with a darpped ammeter ; ztlhe,
unless otherwise approved by the supplier, not excee

following —
(1) Single phase 240 volts motors: 25 A

(2) Three phase 415/240 volt motors —
(a) having a rating of not more
than 1.50 kW:
(b) having a rating of more than
1.5 kW up to 3.0 kW:

25 A per phase

A current in amperes
equal to 16.0 times

the kW rating.
i ting of more than
© 1313(;] E\%’a B A current in amperes
' l equal to 3.3 times the
- kW rating plus 37.

15. The supplier shall determine the number of phases to
which an installation shall be connected.

16.—(1) The supplier may prohibit, or may perruit subject t?
such terms and conditions as it cons1de_rs necessary, the connec
tion to the supply system of the following apparatus'—

(a) a single-phase welding apparatus, of which tﬁe ra‘i:?l
input current at 240 volts exceeds 15 amperes or the ra
kVA at 240 volts éxceeds 7.5;

(b) a three-phase instantaneous water heater;-

Greater

maximum
demand

Starting current

Number of
phases

Power to prohibit
connection
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Power factor to
be determined by
supplier

(¢) an instantaneous water h
. eater whose maximuy -
Ing exceeds 15 amperes at 240 volts: mload

(d) a Single—phaSe air- s
-conditionin i ;
manual reset switch; g unit without a

Ca (e) apparatus which, in the opinion of the supplier
uses, or 1s likely to caunse, radio interference: ’

(f) apparatus which, in the opinj .
fluctuating load: and ’ e opimon of the supplier, has a

() any other ap ich, |

any of paratus which, in the opinjon of t
Sltl}ll)phel’, is likely to cause interference withlizis sup(;ly }tls
other consumers or is likely to interfere with the satisfac-
tory operation of the supplier’s plant.

. Iﬁzti\)rrllyl Ilflersondul;ho ,hin contravention of a prohibition, term or
posed by the supplier under paragraph (1 ’
any apparatus specified in that e oot s
. paragraph to the s
guilty of an offence under the provisions of the Agfply, shall be

17.—(1) The avera i

. ge daily, weekly and mont

]iactor of an installation shall not be less than 0.85 22 cll]gerﬁgg:;

aypom‘sziugé?sftlsotakerihby the supplier. New instailations with
we i

oA 1 than 0.85 will not be connected to the

(2) All fluorescent fittings shall be equipped with capacitors

for power factor i ‘
correction i
than 0.85. resulting in a power factor of not less

» (ib;l)sg{l;gz;lirilst}lle Opti}?ion l(])f the supplier, the power factor &f
: ess than that specified in par h

supplier shall be entitled to install dditional o e
. meters additional

meters  already installed, and the consumer. shall pi‘(:)vigz

adequate space for th .
4 ¢ moun :
additional meters. ting and connecting of such

w p(;f)lg t?(:e }l))c;wler fan;;;or ofh any instaliation is determined by the
1 &8s than that specified in par
supplier shall give the consumer notice g e e he
o el g1 nouce i writing that the power
proved to comply with the require i
. - - m t
;‘tt:agtl;glt}on w1th11'1 a reasonable period of timqe whicgln sh(zll;lﬂ;:)les
m the notice. Should the consumer not comply with the

notice then the suppli : .
Forthwith pplier may discontinue the supply of electricity

(5) W ? E
3 . -
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consumer’s installation during the preceding metering period
was less than that specified in paragraph (1), the supplier shall
charge the calculated kV Arh consumption at the rate normally
applicable to that consumer’s kWh consumption in terms of the
Electricity (Taritf) Regulations. '

(6) Under no circumstances shall the power factor of an instal-
lation be leading (Greater than 1.0).

18. The design and manner of installation of any device
connected to an installation for the purpose of suppressing radio
interference shall be subject to approval by the Authority.

19. No person shall connect any lamp, appliance, apparatus or
device consuming more than 200 watis to any bayonet-cap

lampholder.

20. It shall be an offence for any person to connect, or for any
consumer to allow to remain connected to any installation, any
wires, cables, fittings, apparatus, appliances or accessories
which are declared to be unsafe by the Authority or the use of

which has been prohibited.
PArT IV

SERVICE CONNECTIONS

21. Overhead service connections shall be single-phase two-
wire unless otherwise required for compliance with these
Regulations. If the consumer requests multi-phase connections
in anticipation of future loads, the supplier may agree to such
service connections if, in the opinion of the supplier, such multi-
phase connections will be justified.

22.—(1) The consumer shall be required to pay the cost of a
service connection as prescribed before the supplier undertakes
the construction of the service connection. All overhead service
connections shall terminate in an approved mains entry box pro-
vided by the consumer.

(2) Where —
(@) an installation is connected by an overhead service
connection to the supplier’s overhead mains or by an
underground service connection to the supplier’s under-

ground mains; and

Design and
manner of
installation

Unlawful
connection

Offence

Overhead service
connections

Cost of service
connections
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Erection of pole

Liability for
damage

(&) the_ sh,ortest distance measured from the point where
;‘_)he supplier’s overhead or underground service crosses the
oundary of the property in which the installation ig

siteated to the point of attachme i
ut to the prem
exceed 20 metres, ‘ premises does not

the consumer is fequired to pay the cost of a basic service con-
nection as prescribed.

(3) If the distance measured in ti
erms of paragraph (2)(b)
exceeds 20 metres the consumer shall be i
connection as prescribed. v fhe costofthe service

(4) For the purpose of the measurements referred to in
paragraph (2)(b), the point at which the supplier’s service
connec.tlon crosses the consumer’s property boundary shall be
detemll'ned by taking the most direct route between the most
tonvenient connecting point on the supplier’s mains and th
point of attachment on the consumer’s installation. )

; (Z) The route to be taken by the service connection, notwith-
anding the route used for the determination of the connection
fee, shall be determined by the supplier.

| (6) Where'the supplier can connect the consutner from an
over‘head mam, and the consumer requires an underground
Service connection, the consumer shall bear any additional cost
as asscssed by the supplier, over and above that which th

suppher. would have incurred in providing an overhead servi .
connection. Such amount shall be added to the connection fgz

payable in accordance with paragraph (1 it
accordance with paragraph (2) PR (1) and caleulated fo

23.—(1) It shall be the res ibili i
ponsibility of the supplier to suppl
a;ld erect any pole that may be required to provide adeqllj]gti
Clearance between the supplier’s service connection and the

ground where the service con i .
nection cros
fare, Crosses a public thorough-

(2) The consumer shall be responsible for the cost of supply

and erection of any pole or pole , )
paragraph (1), yp poles other than in accordance with

24. The supplier shall not be liable
24, . 1able for damage caused t
building or premises resulting from normal tensi%m of an OV(;:rEwl

head service connection, or from causes beyond the control of

the supplier.
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25.—(1) The consumer shall bear the cost of installing a raiser
where it is required by the Wiring Rules or is installed for other

reasons.

) Any'raiser which supports an overhead service connection
shall be of a design approved by the supplier.

26. A service connection shall, unless otherwise directed by
the supplier, be controlled by a fuse, which shall be —

{a) of the pole mounting type,
(b) supplied, installed and connected only by an officer
of the supplier.

27. The whole of any service connection and all of its
components shall at all times remain the property of the supplier,
and any person tampering with, connecting, disconnecting or
removing any part of a service connection without the per-
mission of the supplier shall be guilty of an offence under the
provisions of the Act.

28. In general the supplier shall provide only one service
connection to a site or building but if a site or building contains
several separate installations each installation may be separately
metered and the supplier may stipulate in regard to the premises
and to the installations situated within the premises some or all
of the following —

(@) the point at which the service connection is to enter
the site or premises; '

(b) the number of installations that may be supplied
from the service connections;

(¢) the provision of a meter room or cubicle where all the
meters of the several installations shall be mounted and to
which the supplier shall have access during normal work-
ing hours;

(d) information on the person or persons who shall be
liable for the payment of accounts for electricity supplied
to the various installations;

(e) the provision of a compartment within the meter
room or cubicles to which only the supplier shall have
access and in which service fuses or other equipment con-
trolling the various installations may be housed;

(f) that the main entrance to each separate installation
shall be clearly marked with an identification number and

Cost of installing
a raiser

Service
connection
controlled by a
fuse

Offence to
tamper with
service
connection

Suopplier to
provide service
connection
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Extra equipment

Use of extra
equipment

Installation of
emergency or
standby
generating plant

that such identification number is also marked above or

below the position in whi
' ' which the m i
installation is to be installed. eier contolling that

ParRT V

LARGE CONSUMERS

. ii;;;lgowhf:f in the opinion of the Authority, it may be
mstall extra equipment in ord i
eoe R : _ €r to provide an ade-
gl ” :aseelgcér;cuy d3111cpplyl o a new installation or to meet ::n
mand for electricity from isting i i
the Authority o : an existing installation
‘ Y require the owner or i i ’
fation 1o arer 2 occupiler of such instal-
> Iree of cost and for the e i
. : xclusive use of
Authority, a suitable area or enclosure within thag installation ﬂtls

which unimpeded ¢ - ;
Authority Sta}fjf. wenty-four hour access is available o

(2) In any area or enclosure provided in terms of paragraph (1)

the Authority may i
mstall ex ; s
enclosure. Y fra equipment within that area or

insigie\(?;heléa, in Fhe opinion of the Authorify, extra equipment
e dgil.er thtli Pialrt can be used to supply other consumers
: riment to the supply to the ¢ i i
lntion the aoment t Pp] onsumer in whose instal-
4 cquipment is installed, the Authorit
that extra Cquipment, at no cost to the Authority Yy so e

ParT VI

STANDRY OR EMERGENCY SUPPLIES

31.—(1) A consumer i

: may install emergenc

gen:rat;lng plants and associated equipmeﬁt sgbjgf:t Si?)milliy
pproval of the the Authority obtained prior to installation. )

(2) Every installation refers i
_ Lati eferred to in paragraph (1
;ggll{ug;a, but not be limited to, an electrical and n%ecllzanifza)l iz}tl:rlf
prevent under all circumstances back-energisation of the

Authority’s  meter:
S or back-feedi A
Authority’s system. feeding eIeCtr.ICIty nto  the

i l(iié ?}tlzndby generating equipment shall as far as practicable
ot i Iinam sw}tchboard as its point of supply, so however
oo with e specific approval of the Authority, standby genera:

§ €quipment may be connected to g sub-main switchboard

where only part of the installation is to be supplied from the

standby plant,
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(4) A standby generator shall not be used to supply electricity
outside the boundaries of the property on which the instatlation
is sited. Any person contravening this regulation shall be guilty
of an offence under the provisions of the Act.

(5) When a person, firm or company installs a private
generator, and indicates to the Authority that it is intended to use

the generator during times when Authority supply is available, the

Authority may impose a charge, in addition to that for electricity
consumed, known as a standby charge, not exceeding 50% of the
estimated value of electricity that would have been consumed had
the standby plant not been operated. The standby charge shall be
calculated on the basis of the capacity of the service provided to
the consumer and on estimates made by the Authority.

(6) In all cases where standby generation capacity exists at an
installation, either automatic mains failure or manual start-up
types, then suitable warning signs shall be fixed to all affected
switchboards to indicate that there is another source of supply.

(7) Where a multi-unit or office building is bulk metered by
the Authority, with individual tenants being sub-metered by the
owner, then the owner may not re-sell electricity at a rate higher
than which the Authority would charge the same consumer. This
principle also applies in the case of a building fitted with a
standby generator capable of supplying the sub-metered

consumers.

ParT VII

APPLICATION FOR SUPPLY

32.— (1) An application in terms of these Regulations for a
supply, or for a temporary supply, of electricity to an installation
shall be in the appropriate form and shall be submitted to the
supplier.

(2) On receipt of an application under paragraph (1), and
subject to these Regulations and the receipt of any payments
required from the applicant, the supplier may arrange for the
supply of electricity to the installation to which the application

relates.

33. A consumer whose installation is, at the date of com-
mencement of these Regulations, receiving a supply of elec-
tricity from the Authority, for which no application has been
made in terms of regulation 32, shall be deemed to have made

such an application.

Application for
supply of
electricity

Indemnity for
CONSUMETS
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Application to
discontinue

supply

Electricity
supply to be
metered

Positioning of
meter boxes

Meter boxes to
be maintained

34.— (1) An application to discontinue the supply of elec-
tricity to an installation shall be in the appropriate form.

(2) On receipt of the application referred to in paragraph (1)
the supplier may discontinue that supply.

Part VIII

METERING

35. Electricity supplied by the supplier to any installation,
other than his own installations, shall be metered or controlled
by a device to limit the rate of electricity consumption or the

amount of electricity consumed, or both so controlled and
metered.

36.—(1) The supplier shall determine the position of meter
boxes, meters and control devices.

(2) In the case of domestic premises any meter or control
device shall be so located as to allow access to such instruments
without entering the premises.

(3) In the case of industrial or commercial premises open
during normal hours of business the meter or control device may
be located within the premises,

37.—(1) Where a meter or control device has been installed in
a position approved under regulation 36, the consumer shall
ensure that the conditions with regard to access which existed %t.
the time of installation are maintained at all times.

(2) If the conditions with regard to access are not majntained,
the supplier may require the consumer to restore those con-
ditions, or require the consumer to bear the costs incurred by the
supplier in' moving the meter or control device to a position
approved by the supplier.

(3) The meter panel or switchboard on which is mounted the
supplier’s meter and other equipment —

(@) shall be enclosed in a weatherproof box if it is
located outside the consumer’s premises; or

(b) shall be provided with a suitable enclosure for the
adequate protection of the supplier’s equipment, if it is
located inside the consumer’s premises but may, in the
opinion of the supplier, be damaged or affected by weather.

ELECTRICITY [CAP. 128
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(4) The weatherproof box or enclosure requ.ired in terms of
paragraph (3) shall be of a design and construction approved by
the Authority, and shall have provision for locking.

(5) Subject to paragraph (6), the weatherproof box or en-
closure shall not be locked.

(6) Where, in the opinion of the supplier, it is essentia? that thﬁ
weatherproof box or enclosure be locked, the supplier sha
supply and fit a suitable lock.

(7) Where the consumer requests that the weatherproof box or

enclosure be locked the supplier shall supply and fit a suitable
lock. The cost of the lock and any future replacements shall be

borne by the consumer,

38, Where an installation is provided with more than one
meter and the wiring requires parallel connections, such C('my_l
nections shall be made by means of connecting links whic

shall —
(@) be supplied by the consumer;
(b) be of a type approved by the supplier; and
(c) be fitted with covers arranged for sealing.

ParT IX

RATES AND ACCOUNTS

39. The rates payable for electricity suppliefi by the supplier
shall be those prescribed in the Flectricity (Tariff) Regulations.

4. Electric meters shall be regularly. read at intervals dc?tt?r—
mined by the Authority and invoices in respect of electricity
consumed shall be rendered to each consumer as soon as
possible after the reading of the relevant meter.

41.—(1) Notwithstanding the number of . installations
supplied from one service connection, the electricity consumed
in every installation shall be recorded on a separat¢ meter.

(2) A separate account shall be rendered in respect of each
installation supplied with electricity in terms of these

Regulations.

(3) For the purposes of this regulation, the supplier shall

decide what constitutes a single or separate installation.

Installation of
more than cne
meter

Rate of payment

Invoices to be
sent (o consumer

Recording of
electricity
consumed

F |
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Power to
disconnect

Meter may be
tested

(4) Any person permitting more than one instaliation to be
connectf%d to the same meter shall be guilty of an offence under
the provisions of the Act,

42. The supplier may, without giving prior notice, disconnect
th.e supply of electricity to any installation if an invoice for elec-
tricity supply to that installation has not been paid within such
perlod laid down for the payment of the invoice. When such out-
stanch'ng payment, or such other sum as may be agreed by the
supplier, together with any reconnection fee and any increase in
the security deposit that may be required by the supplier in termg
of these Regulations, has been paid. the supplier shal, as soon as

;st_practicable, restore the supply of electricity to such instal-
lation.

43..—( HIf a consumer doubts the accuracy of the supplier’s
electric meter installed in an installation owned or controlled by

that consumer, the consumer ma .
’ y request the suppii
such meter, .q pplier to test

(2) An application for the testing of a meter in terms of
paragraph (1) shall be in the appropriate form and shall be

accompanied by a deposit covering the fee prescribed for the
testing of meters.

(3) On receipt of the application and deposit the supplier shall,

withip a reasonable time, arrange for the testing of the meter
described in the application.

(4) If a meter tested in terms of this regulation records an error
of l.ess than plus or minus two per cent of the amount of elec-
tricity recorded, the supplier shall advise the consumer of the
accuracy of the meter and shall apply the deposit paid by the
consumer towards the payment of the meter testing fee.

(5) If the error referred to in paragraph {4) is equal to or
exceeds plus or minus two per cent, the supplier shall --

(a) refund the deposit to the consumer;

éb) advise the consumer of the inaccuracy of the meter;
an ' ’

- (© .adjust the consumer’s account by reducing or
mncreasing, as the case may be, the recorded consumption

for the period referred to in paragraph (6) by the proportion
of the meter’s inaccuracy.

(6) The adjustment of the consumer’s account referred to in
paragraph (5)(c) shall cover the period between the two last

ELECTRICITY [CAP. 128 4521
normal meter reading in accordance with regulation 4}0, together
with the period between the last normal meter reading and the
date when the meter was removed for testing.
Request for

44, A consumer may, on giving at least 48 hours’ notipe fo the
supplier and subject to the payment of the appro.p.rlattle fee,
request an immediate meter reading on a date specified in the

notice.,

45. Where the supply of electricity to an installation has been
disconnected at the request of the consumer in terms of regula-
tion 34, or at the instance of the supplier for any reason under

“these Regulations, the consumer shall be required to pay the

appropriate reconnection fee before his installation is recon-
nected.

ParT X

SECURITY DDEPOSITS AND SERVICE CHARGES

46.-—(1) The supplier may require a consumer at any tme
either before or after first receiving a supply of electricity from
the supplier, to deposit with the supp_lier a sum of money
regarded as a security deposit, as prescribed for various classes

of consumers.

(2) The supplier may retain any security deposit paiq in terms
of this regulation until such time as the consumer ha:c. discharged
all his obligations and liabilities under these Regulations, where-
upon the security deposit shall be refunded to the consumer.

(3) The supplier may refuse to supply a consumer, or may dis-
continue the supply of electricity to a consumer who has bqen
required to lodge a security deposit or an increased security
deposit, and fails to do so. An existing consumer shall be
allowed thirty days from the date of the sgppher’s notice for the
payment of the deposit or of the increase in the deposit.

(4) In addition to, and not in substitution for, any ot'her rights
the supplier may have against a consumer who is in default
under these Regulations, the supplier may ap_ply all or part of the
security deposit given under this regulat{on to off set any
amounts owed by the consumer to the supplier.

(5) The supplier may require a consumer (o pay a fee for the
initial connection of electricity to an installation. Such fee, as

immediate meter
reading

Payment of
reconnection fee

Security deposit
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prescribed, shall apply o : ) o
is HOn-refundable_pp y only at the time of actual connection and (3) If, within a period of five years dating from the supplier’s
' notice referred to in paragraph (1), the applicant or consumer
{6) The supplier ma . ceases to make use of the extension or reinforcement provided
) y refuse to p
who fails to pay the required initiall)ré)g;izcstl.lp b lfy to a consumer. by the supplier to the extent provided for in the application, or to
lon 1ee. such lesser extent as may be agreed with the supplier, the
(7) The supplier ma ; supplier may require compensation from the applicant or
¥ require a ¢ . PP y 1€q p on Iro pp
the electricity supply to qan insta?ilaililmer tﬁ-p ay a fee restoring consumer for capital expenditure which is not being utilised.
connected at the request of the consr?rrxll which hgs been dis- Any liability for compensation by the applicant or consumer
default by the consumer und jer or arising out of a under this regulation shall cease on the expiry of the said period
fee shall be as prescribed anrt;}'l © provisions of the Act. Such of five years
. cribed, 1S service may ha ime- '
day basis in determining th - hay have a time-of-
to certain working houi ase(f:fe?r;?:e??ngﬁed n Its. application - 48. Where a meter, service connection, maximum demand  Liability of
y the supplier. indicator or other apparatus, being the property of the supplier consumer
(8) The supplier ma . and connected to the consumer’s installation, is or are damaged,
ing in terms (I))%J regulat?oipﬁlljéll}.l "?‘l::l i;g; forﬁslpeclal meter rtaad— j and that damage was due to the neglect or default of the
by the Authority from time to time ge shall be as prescribed ~ consumer, then that consumer shall pay the cost of making good
' that damage to be assessed by the supplier.
(9) The supplier may a : '
tric meter in Ise,rms og rggll]){a?igga%e frl(z;;hel:estmg of an elec- 49.— (1) The supplier may, without giving notice of the inten- g,ower to
prescribed. ' charge shall be as tion to do so, temporarily discontinue the supply of electricity to Slectricity
: any installation for the purpose of testing, repairing or replacing
(10) The supplier ma : " equipment or or carrying out works arising out of the functions
Yy apply a charge in respect of j . quip . g g
fﬁzi an;db}fe under these Regulations. The chalige ((;r ;:Illlsal:";zg?rr: of the supplicr
ent ol re-inspections being required, shall be ag prescribed (2) The supplier shall not be liable for any loss or damage by
' any person, other than loss or damage occasioned by negligence
Parr X1 on the part of the supplier or of the officers of the supplier,
MISCELLANEOUS . resulting from —
Provision of 47.—(1) Wh . iR _ (@) delay in connecting the consumer’s installation with
additional «—(1) Where, in terms of section ) the Authority’s mains; -
capacity pr(_)V%de additional capacity to and at thlS(l) of the Act, or to ; : ’ i i ' ici
existing consumer. th i ( € request of a new or ; (b) failure or interruption of the supply of electricity to
and advises the ap,pli c?aflltllz}:- ter reinforces or extends its system ! an installation;
the extension or reinforcem(;?lltlsﬁmell‘; as the case may be, that . (c) an irregularity of the voltage or frequency of the
applicant or consumer does not m:lie E:n i’ompiletEd, and the electricity supply beyond the limit laid down in regulation
reinforcement within 2 . _ € ol such extension or , 5; or
such notification, the sﬂ%gﬁgroilzlx F;On?hs from the date of ' (d) a fault or defect found in an installation after inspec-
?Onf;fumer to pay the whole of the cos);(t of(:z::f v;[f}cﬁk agf[;hcaﬁt or 3 tion of the installation by an officer of the Authority.
Ing ior any capital contributi > atier allow- : -
, . on that may have been paid. ' 50. -(1) The supplier may from time to time, by notice to a Restriction on
(2) The applicant or con : . ’ use of electricity
shall not be required to pe fsumer referred to in paragraph (1) _consumer —
to his application after It)hg d(;];ealg)y W%r.k undertaken_in response {a) restrict the use of certain types of apparatus by such
notification, if any. that the exte n which th'e supplier received ¥ consumer at all times or at certain times of the day;
’ nsion or reinforcement wouid (b) limit the amount of electricity that such consumer

not be required.
may use at any time;
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Consumer to
comply with
Wiring Rules, etc

Application to be
a licensed
electrical
contractor

(¢} limit the demand for electrici

_ ricity that such

may mmpose at any time; and constmer
(d) connect to that consumer’s j

P nstallation a maxi
demand indicator or load limiter. aximum

" (2) A‘r?/ person using any restricted apparatus or exceeding
¢ specified rate of consumption in contravention of the notice

teferred to in paragraph (1) shall be guj
the proviaon paragt }lict( } shall be guilty of an offence under

51.—(1) Every consumer sh

nstallation in accordance with
Rules.

all maintain, use and operate his
these Regulations and the Wiring

(2)_ If a consumer commits a bre

iil‘lg%]iilei may, 11}11 addition to and not in substitution for any other
It may have under these Regulati i i

as ons, discontinue the

supply of electricity to that consumer, in respect of the instal-

(3) The supplier shall not be lLiable for an

consumer \jvhose supply of electricity has b
terms of this regulation.

ach of these Regulations, the

y loss incurred by a
een discontinued in

ParT X11

ELECTRIC ’
AL CONTRACTOR’S AND ELECTRICIAN’S LICENCES

52.—(1) A person who wishes i

to be licensed as an electri
coniractor shall make application in writing to the Authorit IC%;
furnish the Authority e,

with such information as it ray require,

. (21) Thp Authority may,.in its discretion, issue to an applicant
N electrical contractor’s licence provided that such applicant —

(a) satisfies the requirements of this regulation: and

(b) is in possession of a Grade A Electrician’s

issued under these Regulations. fioence

ing(Bt)OV\tfgiire the a}l)plicant is a body of persons trading or intend-

. ¢ as electrical contractors such a li

1ssued with an electrical contractor’s 1; e discraty
‘ or’s licence at the dj i

the Authority, provided such applicant — fiscretion of

(a) satisfies the requirements of this regulation; and
(b) has in its management or in its employment at least

one partner o e
liconee. r employee who holds a Grade A Electrician’s
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(4) Every application shall be accompanied by the fee set out
in the Schedule, such fee to be refunded by the Authority to the
applicant if the licence is not granted.

(5) On the expiry of a period of ninety days after publication
of these Regulations any person who undertakes as a contractor
any electrical work of wiring, constructing, installing, repairing
or altering any installation without holding a valid electrical con-
tractor’s licence issued by the Authority shall be guilty of an
offence under the provisions of the Act.

(6) If there is any change in the partners or employees of the
body referred to in paragraph (3} being such that there is no
longer a person holding a Grade A electrician’s Licence in the
management or in its employment the Authority shall immedi-
ately be notificd accordingly and the Authority shall suspend the
contractor’s licence until such time as a Grade A electrician
licensed in terms of regulation 54, is again available to the
contractor.

(7) An electrical contractor shall not permit any electrical
work of wiring, constructing, installing, repairing or altering any
installation or any part of an installation unless every Grade B
electrician is under the supervision of a Grade A electrician and
every unlicensed workman or wireman is under the constant
personal supervision of a licensed electrician.

(8) For the purpose of paragraph (7) —

(a) “supervision” means that a Grade A electrician gives
such directions to a Grade B electrician as to enable the
‘work to be correctly carried out, and the Grade A elec-
trician personally satisfies himself that the work has been
correctly carried out;

(b) “‘constant perscnal supervision” means that a .

licensed electrician gives such directions to the person
carrying out the work as are necessary, to enable the work
to be correctly carried out, and in addition —

(i) is at all times aware of the details of work being

carried out;

(i) is ready at hand at the work site to give direc-
tions to and be available for consultation by the
person carrying out the work; and

(ili) personally satisfies himself that the work has
been correctly carried out.

In this Part “body of persons” with regard to contractor’s
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licences means a partnership,

compan i iati
other body of persoms, pany, society, association or

ctorporate or incorporate,

53.—(1) Any person havi
] ving the qualificatio ired i
lzctccorda.nc:e with these Regulations may apply ton:h;egmfd ity
or the issue of an electrician’s licence. Hhorty

(2) An electrician’s licence issued b
the purposes of these Regulations be —
(@) Grade A electrician’s licence; or

(b) Grade B electrician’s licence.

y the Authority shall for

(3) An applicant for an eleciri

. cian’e 1
Regalations L. ko ap 1an’s licence under these

hall e application for the issue of such li
to the Authority in writing, shall furnish the Authority (ivitlllcgt?gﬁ

information as it may re ui
for iaion 85 appl)):ingq, Ire, and shall state the grade of licence

not granted.

(5) The Authority ma

requi i i
passport st phomgraphy quire the applicant to provide two

( s of himself before licence is issned
6) On being satisfied that i |
‘ an appl ifi

lations 54 or 55 , the Authority shpp st gy sy under o

. , all issue to such i
appropriate lice P g applicant an
oo, nee as specified in paragraph (2) of this regula-

54.—(1) An applic t i
Authoriey tot hepf ant for a Grade A licence shal] satisfy the

(@) has completed i i ;
trician and has Iganriedan o eaceship period as an elec-

out electrical witing w
: ork for a total
ﬁg St‘:;eol;i(e ?pniﬁs ali’ter completion of the apprenticeship, or
Ked in the electrical trade as an unjj irem
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for not less than five years; and ensed wireman

(b) has passed the “A”

exXamination set by the
Australia; or

ma;C)WI}I;)'IdS a licence or regisiration as an electrical trades-
- ‘tICh 15 acceptable to the New South Wales Energ
ority as being of adequate standard to qualify for i

New South Wales “A”
o ) Ca
- A” grade electrical mechanic’s licence;

Grade Electrical Mechanic’s
NSW  Energy Authority of
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(d) in each and every case, has, in the opinion of the
Authority, an acceptable knowledge of the Wiring Rules.

55.—(1) An applicant for a Grade B licence shall satisfy the
Authority that he —

(a) has satisfactorily completed an Electrical Trades
Course at the Solomon Islands College of Higher
Education and passed a Trade Test set by the
Apprenticeship Board; ot

(b) holds a licence or registration as an electrical trades-
man not acceptable to the New South Wales Energy
Authority as being of adequate standard to qualify for a
New South Wales “A” grade electrical mechanic’s licence,
but acceptable to the Authority for the purposes of the
Grade B licence; or

(¢) has a minimum of five years experience as an elec-
trical wireman in the electrical trade and has obtained a
pass in the Theory and Practical Tests at Final Level of
Testing, and has satisfied the requirement set by the
National Trade Training and Testing Committee; or

(d) has completed an apprenticeship period as an elec-
trician; and has carried out electrical wiring work for a total
of not less than twelve months after completion of the
apprenticeship; and

(e) in each and every case, has in the opinion of the
Authority, an acceptable knowledge of the Wiring Rules.

56. An electrical contractor’s licence or an electrician’s

licence —

(a) shall on first being issued, commence on the day on
which it is issued and shall continue in force until the
thirty-first day of December of the year of issue;

() may be renewed from year to year in the appropriate
form on application made to the Authority not earlier than
one month before, nor later than one month after, its expiry
date or the expiry date of its last renewal;

(c) shall on renewal commence on the first day of
January in the year for which it is renewed, or the date on
which the holder of the licence applies for its renewal,
whichever is later date, and shall continue in force until the
thirty-first day of December in that year;

(d) shall be renewed by making application to the
Authority in writing, the application being accompanied by

Grade B licence

Contractor’s or
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the appropriate fee set out in the Schedule and enclosing
the existing licence for endorsement, renewal, surrender or
replacement, as the Authority may determine.

57.—(1) Where the Authority is satisfied that the holder of an
electrician’s licence, or any person employed by such holder —

{a) has concealed or attempted to conceal any electrical
work which is inferior or unsatisfactory or has been carried
out in a negligent, unsatisfactory or incompetent manner or
deceiving or attempting to deceive an inspector or officer

of the supplier as to any fact, matter or thing relating to an
installation or any part thereof; or

(b) has without prior permission of the supplier, broken
or has tampered with, the seal of any meter, demand indi-
cator, service fuse or apparatus within or forming part of

the installation belonging to, or under the control of, the
supplier; or ‘

{c) has without the permission of the supplier connected
to the supply any new installation, an additional or an
cxtension of an existing installation or any part thereof,

the Authority may suspend or cancel such licence or take any
action that it sees fit,

(2) An electrical contractor’s licence or an electrician’s
licence may be suspended or cancelled if -

(a) it has been issued erroneously or as a consequence

of any false or fraudulent statement or document being
provided to the Authority: or .

(b) the holder of the licence has failed to pay any fees
due by him to the Authority under these Regulations; or

(¢) the holder of an electrical contractor’s licence being
a body of persons, has ceased to name at least one member

or employee who is the holder of a valid Grade A elec-
trician’s licence.

. 58.—( 1) Prior to cancelling any electrical contractor’s or elec-
trician’s licence, under regulation 57, the Authority shall give the
holder due opportunity to be heard.

(2) Where an electrical contractor’s or electrician’s licence

has been suspended it shall, during the period of suspension, be
of no effect.

(3) The Authority shall give notice in writing to the holder of
a contractor’s or electrician’s licence that has been cancelled or

ELECTRICITY [CAP. 128
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isi i lation or suspensicn of the
suspended, advising him of the cancel of th
licelzlce, which shall take effect from the date such no_tlce is
served on the holder and shall, by suitable means, advise the
public that the licence has been cancelled or suspended.

r of a contractor’s or electrician’s licence
shasllg:fo(rlvzfarfrfl1 ihgcﬁgeence to the Authority within fourteen days of
the occurrence of any of the following events —

{a) a change in the name _gf the holder; or
(b) a change in the address of the holder; or y
in the membership of a partnership or
ass(gziaiicfr}l] a(r)lfg epcrsons which is the holder of the con-
tractor’s licence; or o e o a e
f persons, which is the
trac(:fgrfis ?i%i?lc(;, feplacing with another qualified person
that member or employee whose holding of a Grade A_ele_c—
trician’s licence enabled the body of persons to obtain its
contractor’s licence under regulation 52; or f
a persons which is the holder of a con-
tragfgr?sti?(iyng ce};sing to have at least one member or
employee who is a licensed Grade A electrician; or .
(f) the receipt by the holder of notice f}*()m the Authority
of the suspension or cancellation of the licence.

(2) Except in the case of sub-paragraph (f), written.notifica—
tion of the change or occurrence shall accompany the licence.

i ipt of a notification under
3) As soon as practicable after receipt o
an)(r of sub-paragraphs (a}, (5), (¢) or () qf paragraph (1}2, the
Authority shall endorse the licence with particulars of the change
and return it to the holder.

ity i f sub-
4) A licence forwarded to the Authority in terms of st
par(aéraphs (e) or (f) of paragraph (1) shall, wl_len the condltlon
that necessitated its surrender has ceased to exist, be returned fo
the holder.

tor’s or electrician’s
5} Any person who holds a contrac i

licénce and wilfully fails to comply with any of the provisions of
paragraph (1) shall be guilty of an offence under the provisions

of the Act. '

60.—(1) If a current electrical contractor’s or.electrilcian’s
licence has been lost or destroyed, the hqlder gf su(.:I} licence
shall forthwith advise the Authority accordingly in writing.

Authority to be
informed of
change of name,
etc

Lost licence
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(2) The Authority shall issue a duplicate, so marked, in place
of the original if it is satisfied that the original has been so lost
or destroyed, and if the holder has paid the fee set out in the
Schedule.

(3) Where a licence which was reported lost or destroyed and
was replaced is subsequently recovered, the original licence
shall forthwith be returned to the Authority.

(4) Any person who contravenes or wilfuily fails to comply
with any of the provision of paragraphs (1) or (3) shall be guilty
of an offence under the provisions of the Act.

SCHEDULE
LICENCE FEES

1. The licence fees in dollars payable to the Authority in terms of seciion 30
of the Act are as follows —

A B
Licence to generate electricity —
(a) with up to 50 kW of installed capacity 50.00 2000
(b) with more than 50 kW and up to 500 KW of
installed capacity 500.00 100.00

(¢) with installed capacity in excess of 500 KW 100000 250.00

2. The fees scheduled in column A of paragraph 1 of this Schedule shall be
payable prior to the issue of the first ticence, while those in column B shall
be payable annually on the anniversary date of the issue of the licence. «

3. The licence fees in doliars payable to the Authority in terms of the
Electricity Regulations are as follows —

Regulation:
52. Electrical contractor’s licence 7500 per annum
53. Grade A electrician’s licence or NSW Qualified
Supervisor Cerfificate on application 20.00
55. Grade B electrician’s licence on application i5.00

80. Duplicate of electrician contractor’s or electrician’s
licence 10.00






