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1. The defendant pleaded guilty to one count of simple larceny. 

2. He admitted that he stole a carton of whiskey cola from William Kwan' s bottleshop at 
Kukum, Honiara. Some other boys broke into the bottleshop. The defendant and others 
were playing card games nearby. They learnt of the break in. They went into the shop and 
found cartons of beer lying around. He took a carton of whiskey cola. The carton stolen 
was later retrieved. 

3. I do not think in the circumstances that the defendant pre-planned stealing the carton of 
whiskey cola. He was maybe curious when he heard that the bottleshop was broken into. 
He went there and the spoils of war being the cartons of beer were just lying around. The 
opportunity to steal was there and he took advantage of it. 

4. It is agreed that the carton of whiskey cola stolen was retrieved. He therefore did not 
: ·. enjoy the benefits of what he had stolen. 

· ·· 5. · He has :no previous· convictions. He is a young man of about 18 years old when he 
committed the offence. He is now 19 years old. 

6. I e has been remanded in custody for about a month and a week in relation to this case. 
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7. .. He pleaded. gtJilty to the charge. 1'he, g\tllty plea must attract some. discount in the 
sentence to be imposed on him, 

8. I thirik that the pri~ciples qf rehabilitation and deterre1ice are important fa.cto~s her~. 1 
. aecepnhat the possibility of rehabilitation is quite high in this .case given his young age, . 
. his clca1ictitn:inal histbi')' and the fact.that he adrriitted the charge. I a:lso1l1ii1k that. the 
'issue:ofgeneral and specific detertence ai'e of equal hnpottarice as welL This defendarit 
and other young boys mustget the message thatstealing is wrong. Those viho ai•e cat1ght 
will 1:ie punished by the coutts. · · · 

9. Tbemaxiii1t1m p~nahy for simple larceny is5 years impi'isonmertt. 

10. Ihave consiclered the sentencing options available. The counsels have suggested that I 
ini.pose a.: custodial sentence and suspend it for a.period oftime .. r havG considered section 
44 of Penal Code. It allows for 1;1 colJitto impose a custodial sentence aud suspc,:md it for.a 
period of time specifiedinthe order. The proviso in th<,t1 section aJlows a comt to suspend 
an impl'isonment sentence iniposed which is i1otless than 1 year ai1d not more than.2 
years. In this case I do 1iot thh1k that ai1y iniprisonment tenn. of in Ore than 1 year is 
appropriate in the circumstances, 

i 1. 1 have considered the option or iinposing a ffoe. I however do not feel that a fine is 
appropriate given that the defendant has spent sonie thne in custody iri respectof this 
c~se and that thegoocls stolen were retrie\'ed by the police. 

12; rn my view the .or1ly appropria:ti;: sentenGe i.n the circumstances of this caseis a bo.und 
ov~r. 

13. After con$ideringal1 circumstances in the case, I (nake the. following orders; 

14. ORDERS; 

1. Mr; Joe Ririmae is convicted on one co'i.mt of simple larceny contrary to 
section 261(1) of the Penal Code. 

ii. He is sentenced to a bound over to be of good bchaviourfo.r l year in his own 
recognisance and in the sum of S300. 

15. Right to appeal within 14 days. 
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