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public seourity fn Honiara due'to thé.volatile situation in the capital 4t the time pursuant to
section 3 of the Preservation of Priblic Seturity Act{Cap27]

6. During the curfew, only autherized officers:-were dllowed to move within the Emergency Zone
inclusive of Honiara City. Apart from. that, there are certain exceptions i which people who
urgently nee¢d miedical attention can travel to the National Referral Hospital and.people who
were graﬁted exeraptions were allowed to tavel only for the purpose specified in the
exenption fiotice fssusd by the Commissioner of Police.

7. Thosewho breached the curfeve Wi*thouf any lawful éxcuse-are liable fo prosecution.

" 8. Onthe24® Nnvem‘oer 2021, the Royal Selomon Islandg Police Poree (the Police) commenced

its. policing operations to provide.police presence -in and drounid the National Parliament
Chamber and to ensure there was high police visibility in Honiara city during tlie Parliament
sitting. A group of people protested on that day and demanded the immedigte resiguation of
the Prithe Mirister Sogavare byt that did not eventuate: The situation worseiied-and resulted in
Jootitip afd burning.of shops in certain parts of Honiara, From the 24" to.the 26% November
2021, Polics éfforts t9 contain the worrying situation seemed futile as fhteé deaths were
recorded.

9. On :he : s‘ﬁ Nevember 2021 Australia sent 23 Australian Federal Pofice (AFP) Ofﬁcers to the

ﬁnsgraﬁa _furthexr depioyed _more ofﬁc_ers ﬁ_om ih_e AFP an_d, Austrghml)efence Foree (ADF)
on the following days.

10: On the 26 of November 2021, the AFP had started taking confrol of the Solomon Isfands
¢apital especidlly the Chinatpwn District although the sifuation wag still tense.> On the same
day, Papua New QGuinea joined Australid by sending 50 peace-keeping officers o Honiara,
Solomon Islands . "

11 On the 20% of November 2021, Fiji also sent its tréops to assist Austenlia, PNG, and the
Sotomion’s.Police in their effort fo restore law and order.®

¥ e gm;m -Msmha s;:;_:_ds‘ trqdps gnd  Poficc to  Salomon Istamis as unrcsl grows"
gk v A . S novi2 3] = o

offudicts) Notice
_Soiemm {slands. cupritad after dyS: of unrest, witnesses say™-Asia Paciiic News
: fitml {Ateessed (3/61/237-by way of Judicial Nolice.

.éeessed r3i§l£2§22} by wey at‘ .Endxual Notlee
* 'The S!ra;ght Tfmes “Fx}l sadi 1ro0p'nil Solcmon Tslands ds hungcr e -aﬁer deadly rios”
et - soly¥ ; B S-gtow dived 3971 1/3021

{ccomset 1 esfmszz)-b;. way of judiciel notige.
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f fﬁr ﬂae: offence of Resiirtcuon

22. Th’ey werefommlly arres N EQVBR]BI'I__?_."’QEPCI‘SBHS in Honiara

Crimizl Case No, 957 sf2021

23. M John: Save is 23 years. He is a native of Koisva, east Kwarse in the Malaila Province. He

Provmw H& iga resxdent of Mhokena, Centml Bank areg in Homara

25, On'the- 9™ December 2021 at about 7:30pm, the defendants John Save and Maﬁ'at Tagini were

“seén standing at thé bus stop behind the HCC Headquarters Office, They were waiting to board

=~ g 'bus {6 & place knowr: as. Stone Field with the intention to drop off affer the Parliament area
«»  and wdlk down tg théisiglace of résidence at Mbokona area which.was their usual roate.

Polma Statmn n Hamam

27. Rarlier that day, they-were-at'the Cenifral Market i Horiiara sefling fish with thieir aunty. It was
‘getting late and they deeided to go. hack hoirie so-they were walked i the HOC™s bus stop at
fhe FICC premises and waited for a bus. They were hoping to ¢atoh the last bus, however, time
caught up with them. They were arrested at about 7:30pnt at the HCC bus station,

28. Both défendants acknowledged that they knew ghout the curfew at thie time but. they were riot
stiré of the time-arid whether it was 7:00pm already or not,

29, So they kept on standing at the: bus stop hoping:to catch the last bus to. go home when they
were apprehended:

Criminal Case No. 953 of 2021-Regina-v-Enock Ramo and Alick Wanefinu

39. Mr Enock Ramo is 47 years old from Loind Villagé, Noitth Malaita Province. He is a resident
of Ngossi.ares, West Honiata in Honiara,

31, Mr Alick Wanefimu is 52 years old from Silolo Village; North Malaita, Melgita Province. He
is a.resident of Mbokonaver: 1, Central Honlara in Honisre, .

32, On the 9™ of December 2021 between 11:00pm-12:00 midnight, the police halted a black

* donible- ¢abin Toyota Hilux with the registration riumber MA0656 4t the- HCC Roundabbut
which was travelling iy a westerly direction.
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39, Maximum. Senténs; The. maximum ‘sentencé of § years ar SBD 10, 000 or both is an
indicafiou that this Is quite a serious offéfice.

40. Circumstances of the offénding, The regulations were mads for the preservation of public:
safety in Honiara aimed at containing the riots, burning.and looting of shiops and other private
‘businesses. The riots and locting between zhnldf‘& and. "of November 2021 had resulted.in
the s¢orching of mote than 50 buildings and destruction: of business houses with the total loss
of more the'S00 millioa doflars (SBD).

~=41, I note also thut some of the deféndanty were drafik and vome wee fravelling as groups in
certain vehicles at night which. are a deliberate breach of the law.

Mitigating factors.

42, The mitigating factets include early plea-and remotse, first offenderfno previons conviction,
cooperation with the Police and the defendants’ personial ciitumstances,

Starting Point

43. Ther¢ are a-number of sentencing options that are available which dre pédalty fine; cusfodial
and suspénded senterices:

44,1 also bear in mind that these fen, with the exaeptmu of Mr Ramio, have been remanded in
custody for over & month. Thus, instedd of opting for a penalty fine for the majority, it i my
opinion that all.the defendants wha dre on remand since the 9 of Decémber 2021 (with the
exception of Rama) must receive a. custodial sentence. The$e present cases must also be
differentiated with the Criminal Case No. 903-of 2021 (Magistrates Coutt)-Kwainiani and
otliers (208 Decgmber 2021)® because they wete all arrested at few places such as the Central
Market, HCC ropndabout, and the HCC bus station more than a-week after the unilawful events
that occurred between the 24 tg 26 of November 2021 which inedns these cascs are less serious -

* in nature. This suggests they should receive a subsiantially lesser sentence.

pLe

S Criminal Case No, 903 of 2021 (Magistrates Court)-Kwaimaini and-others (20% Decentber 2021). The adult
ﬂefgndantswere sentenced to an imprisonmentof 12 months, a 19= year»air.i wag senfenced to 8 months” Imprisonment,
amd three juventle offsnders-werg sentenced to a fing of SBD 500 with 4good béhavior boid.
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58. Mr Wanefun is 52 years old. He works as a security officér-for aprominest lawyer in Honjara, .
© s Rusi sibmitted on his behalf that his absence from w onth risked him lgsmg
‘his job. His family is also relant anhim. He was remandéd siuee the 9‘“ Decernbier 3021,

59.The defendants in these cases mast[y have high. rehabﬂﬁai ; prospeets. besaase of their
relatively young age despite et leastra few are aged in their 40s.and 50s. .

" so.1 takenote of the iitigating factois enmnerated dbove and 1 deduet 6 months fom: thesiarhng
pointioreflect the said factors for each of the defendaiits; Hence, Lam satisfied that 2 months®
mapnmnment is appropriate for 4il.the defendants with the exception, of ’va Ramg. :

61. I will now proceedito deal w1th; Ranyo’scase.

62, I am aware of the pinciples quamy and eensmtency whendcalmg with simifar offenders, Mr
Ramo should also receive a similar senterice of 2 months? imprisonmient. Mr Ramo is 47 years
old and has .5 children He is the sole breadwinner inhis. family. Mr Hou sibmitted that a
suspended custodial sentence is appropriate for the defendant which although I agree may be
 bit unfair to his co-aceused Mr Wanefiny. He was granted bajl since December 2021 with 4.
¢ash bail of SBD {060. T understand that [ hiave the powers to arder 2 penalty fine in place of
an intprisopiment. sentence and such powers must be invoked sparingly and appropriately,” I
vefer to the Penalties and Miscelluneous Act 2009 to aid me to-reach a just and appropriate
penalty ﬁne 10 The penalty fme sheuid bapmportmnal to fhe“Z month& zmgnsomnentthathis

is. prop,omanal toa 2 mcmths 1mpnsonmeni seritenice.

CONCLUSION.

63. The rule of law must alwiys be adhered o at all times in order for our country to prosper.
Sclomon Tlanders must take owtiership of this countiy and the spixit of patriqﬁ_'sm should be
embraced. We are fortunate to have our friends in the Pacific who are literally “one call away™
in our preatest time of need. The expeditions intervention by members of the peacekeeping
forces from. Australia, -Papua New Gumea, New Zealsnd and Fiji to secure the critical
infrastructure and restore normaley in Honiara last November rekindles the days of the
Regional Assistance’ Missidn to Solomon Islands (RAMST) that ceased operations in 2017.
RAMSTI had been heie for 14 years sirice 2003 because of the ethnic conflict at the time and

k4 Pem:f Code: [Cap 263, sentwn 74;3} states: (3)A gamn Iable to jmprisonment for an offence may be sentenced 1o

® Penaities and Miscellaneons Act 2009
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{51 Right Appﬁaimthmﬁdays
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(7} This conrt'so orders.

_.éffabﬁes'geur

i _i.{anuary 2022 ai: 4»30pm T the

et

: oﬁMs Aneth T1sa is a@oﬂmed f@ﬁw 14“‘ af this menth, that is this Friday
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