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Sentence 

Charge 

L. The defendant pl.eade.d guilty to 1 cou:nt of 
dotne.stic v.iolence contrary to section. 4 (1 ) (a) and 
sect1on 58 of the Family Protection Act 20.14. The 
rrtaximurri penalty for thi's offence .i.s :a fine .of 
30,000.00 penalty units or th:i:ee ye.a.ts 
imprisonment • 

. 2, I take i .nto ac;<;;ount guilty plea at the first 
opportunity. The D~fei1d;ant is also a: first 
qffender . The o.efendarit i -$ still a yoµng man, 

3.The reason for assau~ting the Victim is because 
she is said to l1:ave a:rranged for deferidq;nt's 
sister a 19 year old female t:o go· and meet wit h 
her horfrie_nd in the. b ~s.h, . 

·4. Firstly tl:le sist;e.r. of the defendant is 19 years 
old. Ab.ov<::= l8 ye9-rs old she is by l aw t .onsi dereq. 



to be an adU:lt capable of making her own 
decisions. 

5. There is nothing in the. facts to s.how that the 
defe.ndant demanded compensation from his s.;b::rter 
and also there is nothing in the fa,cts to show 
that an offence in custom that has been. breached. 
Tri any event, J: h~ve not come across any law in 
custom thp.t say you i:nust a.ssa11lt anyone who 
breached cuatom. 

6..The defendant in my view sho11ld have a l lowed the 
elders to deal with the isstie. Instead he took a 
stick and administered own punishment. 

7.If I were to c:1ccept the reasons stated in the 
agreed f<:l.cts th<:l.t the victim .arxangecl for the 
defendant's sist.er to meet with her boyfri~nd as 
a genuine mitigating factor, I would in ef feet 1::)e. 
setting a bad precedent {n Solomon Islands -
where brothe.r$ to.ink tl1$y couid just assault 
their sist;ers for alleged wrongs in custom. 

8.I take into account the f ollowing mitigating 
factors presented on behalf of the Defendant; 

a) The guilty plea entered. 
b) Th,e Defendant i$ a first offender. 
c) The Defendant cooperated with the Police. 
d) The De•fendant is remorseful. 
e) There were no physical injuries. 

9.I take into account that t he defendant intends :to 
attend vocational schdol to do carpentry. 
Carpenters build hornes - I 11.ope you wi l l learn to 
resp.e:ct and build relationships at hotne like the 
houses he will learn to design and. build when 
goe's to study carpentry. 



10. When viewed together these are powerful 
mitigating factors. However·, I must bal ance this 
against the aggregating factors. -- A weapon was 
used. As if it wa;s bot enough, that he plapped 
her twice. The Victim i$ hi.s . coµsin sister. In 
many customs in the Solomor.i :Cs.lands, b r others 
sh..ou.1,d not f1ght their sisters; this nust inclv.de 
not assaulting their sisters. 

li. Therefore taking into account the fact that 
the nature of the assault on the. Victim was 
Qnt,;,arrailted and was an unnecessary execution of 
f .b.rce and pain bn her because the defendant is a 
brother. 

12. Issues like this will . a.rise in the family but 
tli.,e.te are ways to de$1 with this by pea ceful 
means and i n according to the law . 

13 . I am of the v.i ew that a.: $ hort sharp and 
shocking sent~rice is warranted~ I sentence t he 
defendant to 6 mohths i'.rnp:fisonrhe;ht. 

Dated 2021 


