
IN THE CENTRAL MAGISTRATES' COURT 

OF SOLOMON ISLANDS 

Criminal Jurisdiction Criminal Case No. 514 of 2018 

Before his worship, Ricky Iomea, Deputy Chief Magistrate 
On the 31st day of July 2018 

BETWEEN: 

AND: 

THE STATE (REGINA) 

ANNIE NGASI 

Ephraim Pitasua for Police Prosecution 

Mr. Clifton Ruele for the Accused. 

SENTENCE 

Complainant 

Accused 

The accused Annie Ngasi has pleaded guilty to the offence of having 
in her premises utensils used for brewing and distilling of l... iquor 
without the written approval of the responsible Minister. This is an 
offence under section 50 (2) (b) of the Liquor Act. 

The particulars are that on 9th March 2018 at about 1658hrs, the I?olice 
executed a search warrant at Karaina Settlement at White River at the 
house of the accused. 

The Officers found implements and utensils for making liquor, kwaso. 
The utensils are: 

1. 2 x cylinder (9kg) on process of distilling liquor (kwaso) 
2. 3 x cooling systems horse iron 
3. 1 x full pure kwaso blue bottle water (5 galon) 
4. 2 x ¼ pure kwaso blue bottle water (5 galon) 
5. 1 x ½ pure kwaso bottle wine (21) 
6. 1 X ½ pure kwaso white bucket (10 Litres) 
7. 5 x ½ full pure homebrew white yellow jarican (20 Litres) 
8. 10 x ½ full pure homebrew white jarican (20 Litres) 
9. 1 x full homebrew black jarican (20 Litres) 
10. 4 x full pure homebrew blue jarican (25 Litres) 
11. 1 x empty cylinder (9kg) 
12. 1 x empty blue bottle water (5 galon) 
13. 3 x empty bottle wine (2 Litres) 
14. 2 empty yellow jarican (20 Litres) 
15. 3 x empty black jarican (20 Litres) 
16. 1 x empty white bucket (18 Litres) 
17. 1 x empty green jarican (25 Litres) 
18. 1 x empty blue jarican (20 Litres) 
19. 1 x green plastic bag containing empty szeba bottles. 

During the time of the search, it was discovered that the production 
of the kwaso was active in that the production was on. 



• 

Kwaso was believed to be introduced in Honiara and then in other parts 
of the country in the mid-1990s. Since its introduction, it is C)ne of 
the main causes of anti-social behaviour in society. It::. has 
contributed to most problems experienced in communities SU•ch as 
disturbances and criminal offences such as fighting, swec:::::i.ring, 
domestic violence, stealing, and the destruction of property ~nd so 
forth. 

It is also believed to be a cause of heal th problems to thos: e who 
consume it. It is a hazardous product. 

These problems would be avoided if people do not produce this i1legal 
liquor. It can be easily assumed that those who produce this ill_legal 
liquor do not care about the health and social problems assoc:::iated 
with the consumption of this illegal liquor but only care abot.:::1.t how 
much money they can make from their sales. 

The Court has a responsibility to stop the illegal production of kwaso 
and therefore, will impose punitive and deterrent sentences ta. send 
the message clear to the public that kwaso productions is an iLlegal 
activity that the courts will not tolerate. 

The defendant says that she was not the producer. I do not accept this 
as the utensils or implements were discovered in her possession at 
her residence. 

Having considered the facts, the plea of guilty, the seriousness of 
the offending, the factors put in mitigation and importantly, the need 
for deterrence, I impose a fine of $3,000.00 against the accused. In 
default, six months imprisonment. 

Payable by 4:30 pm on 14 th August 2018. 

I order that the all the i terns or utensils confiscated during the 
search be forfeited to the RSIPF and be destroyed. 
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