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IN TEE !v1ALAITA LOCAL COURT 

t 

2/97/NlLC LAND CASE lIO: •••••••• " ••.••••• 

6.rR :MAY, 1997 DA'i"E: ••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

1) 

2) 
:HOSES OFASISILI OF GVTAUNARU VILLAGE (present) 

FRANCIS .BILY MA01-!A. 11 "(absent) 

3) PAUL BILIMAOY'lA " " (present) 

" " (Present) 
PLAINTIFF'S: 

4) ROBnrSON KOFANA 

SPOIV.,"'SM.Alf LAMErELIA .........................•..................................... 

v. 

1) MARTIN SADE mLOI OF GV1AUlrARU VILLAGE, WEST KtfARA' AE 

DEFE.1DANTS: 2) LUCY AUTEE (F) OF KllAISALIU VILLAGE (both present) ...•.............................•.....................•••.....• 

Name of Land in Dispute: BIRANAK'IfAO .•.......................................•......... 

Jt1DGI!l·rElrT I COURT FINDIlrGS 

Court finds that the chiefs of ward 3 were wrong to reopen Biranakwao land 

case which already disputed back in 1985. This Court fefers to the Local 

Court Amendment Act 1985. Previous decisions by Court - page 5 para 2. 

The Amendment Act does not give the chiefs any power to reopen or review 

any dispute that has already been decided by a Court. The :ru.le is that 

once a decision has Deen made by a Local Court, CLAC or the IIigh Court 

that decision stands for evermore. 

Court also finds Robinson Kofana is said to be a relative of Billy Maoma 

and Lucy Autee(f) is the daughter of late Atonia. In the :previous cases 

T-i:r. Kofana used to be .. partner to .itonia and Billy Maoma groups but :101., 

i:hen the tw'o genuine l';;,.l1downers Atonia and Billy Maoma died Mr. Robinson 

Kofana starteo. to takE.. over Atonia's right of 'land, ovmership of Biranakwao 

from his only beloved inhe:l:'it daughter Lucy Aute'e(f). 

Mr. Martin Sade thE' part landovmer -vTi th Atonia & Billy Maoma(deceased) knew 

that chiefs of vTard 3 revievTed Bira:nakwao land case that he and Lucy Autee 

refused to attend the chiefs settlement panel held at G"railiki village, 

viest KvTaratae. 
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court finds that lTr. Robinson Kofana wants to be a nevT member of landownership 

,groups vr.i. th those i'Tho takes the rent of Gwaunaruu airport that is Billy 

J·!aoma's sons then separated to 1.Iartin Sade Baloi and Lucy Autee i-rho inherit 

(takes) the title of her late father Atonia. Then he took Billy J·!aoma's 

sons lri th him and claimed I\1artin Sad:! and Lu,J;: Auto.e to become defendants 

in this case.. It is understoOd that Atonia, Billy Naoma and Martin Sade 

Boloi B'I'oups are the landOlmers of Bira.na.bmo customary land but now 

1.11'. Robinson Kofana cuts Billy Maoma into t'VTO halves, that he grabed Billy 

I'~aoma 's sons to hi s side and to Martin Sade and Lucy Autee who represent 

her father late L. Atonia the tl1!'ee present landholding croups of Biranakwao 

land. 

Court finds that it is impossible fo~ a human being to be divided into two 

hal vas one half to the plaintiff side and another half to the defendant si,:1.e. 

Therefore if 1·11'. Robinson Kofam vrants to make a new· claim he should stand 

independently by himself and against the three land title holders or t~e 

land decree holders. Atonia (Lucy Autee(f)) Billy Maoma and Martin Sade Boloi. 

Court finds that Fulisisila tribe claimed ovmership but according to customary 

land ownership~"lthere is no primary right or secondary right exist among tlle 

landowning groups of any customary land in Malaita. Nowadays law Courts 

sometimes offer the decree of Primary and secondary rights. According to 

law today the current landowners are Atonia (deceased) inheritence Lucy 

Autee, Billy:Maoma. and JIartin Sade Boloi the genuine lando"lmers of BiranakWao 

customary land. 

Bearing the s<bove points in mind this Court is satisfied that the Plc.intiffs i 
claimed has no merit either in custom or in law. We dismissed this claim. 

DECISION: 
• I 

Claim DISMISSED decision of CLAC 5/1985 stands. 

L. Atonia (Lucy Autee), Billy r.1aoma and Martin Sade are the LANJX)'imERS of 

ICWARUIASI and BIRANAKlfAO lands. 

This Court refers to section 19 Local Court Handbook 1979 page 11 vrhich 
stated "A Local Court cannot change decision given by another Local Court, 

I~agistra.tes C01l:i..,t Or High C01,.LC't neighter can it Cha11ge a decision gi van by 

itself already this includes land case. " 

Right of Appeal Explained 8/5/97 - 8/8/97-

court officials. Of'adau Sanga ~ 
J.. :Meke ,/!t. CM 

I. ILimanu i:Jf!;.bv CM 

Lucian Keba~jr~. C/Clerk 


