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Klluka Moru ltenctl charged beforl _ thllt on or 

Dec"'", 1970 ~ wilfully 1IUJ'd.nd one AJ'OIII Le-'. 
cont.lnl many puzzling featur •• not the lea.t 0 

evidence againlt the 8ccu5ed con.l,tl al-olt 

confusional statements IUde by hill, that tho .. ah 

flictlng in significant respect. and that one 'UhIu Hat 

it 11 said, conspired with the Iccu,ad and In.tl91ted 

I, not arraigned jointly with hi .. 

1 

ellUl'ller, 

In .1pproaching my verdict In thla ca .. I ..". thouFt It 

dedrable t ., consider firstly and Indes-ndently .&1 the .. ldlnc. 

other than the ~ccused·. own .tlt ... nt •• 

.197.l. 

1~ 

Q-e Tuelday l~th Oec"'" he ... _t on • ro ..... y by • 

nailed Gauma. This road led 1I'0Il Ello9O 'lent.tS. in a "" .... 1 

southerly d lrection to the trad.ator •• nd houee ...... by a 

Carriage which stood at the Up of a nlJ'row penineuh jutting into 

Sir1nlDU Dam. Over a mUe to the north of thh ate ... and about JO 

yards to th! ea.t of the roadway II a ~l cl .. ~ plec. of Ie 

on the shor'" of the Dol"' which ... uled by loc.l peopl. for d .. llfing 

up clnoes Clnd which has been ... f ... rad to In thll c ••• II -the c.no· 

anchorage". Something over half I 1I11~ to the noJ'th .nd ... t of 

this Irea Is the house of Mr. Brian Lukin on IIlhoa 'l.ntatlon .hleh 

in its turn is louth of Ind adjoining £ll0g0 'llntetlon. It l. 

clear where on the roadway Gau .. _t the accused but It IIUIt h." 

been sollewh'~re to the north of the canoe .DCho ..... bee.UI. ICcoldlng 

to ~r thr'y were both heading In t~ direction of the canoe 
anchorlge f:-om tht. direction of 111090 .nd the KW .... who -I 

walking f aster than her passed her on t 

.bout 7 o'clock In tho lIoming but It h 

he ... ccuraey .a to ti... tto.ev_. I conel 
the IIOI'nl ng . At about 8 • .e_ tM ICW 

'hntaUon. He .. 1 

• the upper P 

~ ... vna,. 
He 1 •• 

ro .... NI .... Slid ... 

I on 



villager. unlikv most of the young Mn 

hal no g,ll"de ns of hh own am appu 

on r.latlv, ,; . He was doltribod by a le 

.. a good /Toil n in tho vllhge. On th 

h 171 

house Muru ~ 5kod him wh~t w~s the .,.tt.r .lthhl. to .nleh hi 

reply was , requ~st for tob~cco - with .nleh to roll , c19,r.t 

Appar.ntl y t o expl ain his wet ltete ho told MUru th,t 

frightened, that th ~ro were " ... t.rs· - by .nleh I t, 

Europeans - at tho dver and he e •• ...,. 

lnoa, he had water all ovn his body .... leh un 

trousvrs '-Ill on het a sking hill wily h. elM to the 

that hv w.:: ~ afraid of the muter and thll ... fo 

rlv.r. Th~,e i. a chc~t-dc~p river a few yard. to 

.... ru·s hour."~ and there was evidence that _. Lukln, 

the Plant "llon , discouraged people othu th,n ellplow .. tr_ 

entering on the pl~nt~tion. To enter by the no~l 

have ll'lllolv od the accused palling the phntaUon rubber 

'. , 

and probahl( being ~~~n by Mr. Lukin. Howev.r, on oth.r occa,lon 

he had vi~lted In03 walking up the pl,nt,tion roedwey in full 

view of thu factory. 

Aft ,}r Muru had finhhod hil breakfast he l.ft the hou 

to work end Inoa and the accused WRlked up the .. In rotdwe 

n 

towards Ogotana. According to lnoa he If'" no ... l in bel\tylour. 

This would ~av. been at .om. ti .. shortly after 9 o'clock. On 

the roadway th.y met one John Dav1d -"0 CI" fra a vUle,. • 

dl,tance aW1Y and who waf walklng 1n a south.rly 'lrectlon. 

ACcording tJ the latter the accu.od'. be~lour •• ..-IIat 

.trange In that he turned hi. blCk on hl. when they •• chanted 

greetings , but I cannot ... any real ai,nlflcenc' ln thls action. 

David ,.ent on hlt way toward. the canoe .nchor ... on Itriv:o l 

there he saw the WOCIIlIn Uhau ln • canoe ln the .lcIIIl. 0 .tr.... She apparently wa. ClUln9 out and he ___ auftOO 

look for her hu.band, the dec ........ n.vo-. Tbi •• a. the first 

indication that Aroma w •• .s •• lng end I •• ~ that De¥ld,prob.bly 

fro. wilat Uhau had , .. id, bellaved ttult ~ had fl11en lnto 

wat.r. 

Ther. 11 about ~ y.rd. of water be ft 

.nchol'ag. and the OPPOlit. thor. It thll pol 

WOUld .ppear th.t Uheu ln her canoe would have been 

yudl out frca the .bo.... ~'. dl ..... eranc 

e .... 

the polle. ,\nd .t about .tdday "'It d.~y M-lnepectol' ...... 

IftlVed 'l'OIII Put ~ .. Ity. On· ......... i.al .. t 

the c ...... nc ....... tbeI'. 

It.nIIlng .round .... th 

lt 
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,t the peopl 

ctor boroded 

n the b 
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lub-Inlpector Hodder •• 'Uheu. T 

trav.lled to within about 

oppotite .hore ~eN Uhau pointl!d out I tr • • to hla. A poIlu 

In tbl vicinity of t his s pot but without l'elult I nd I •• 

nil of 

oppo.ite Ihore l l ~ but nothing o f Iny l ignificlncl ... found. Th. Sub-

Inlpector had obser'/ ed a Il\u k which could hlVl be. n .... t. 
It 3 feet out frOG! the bank but 1t WI. lllpOulb1e to d 

this .. rk. Howevlr, he did ObleNe thlt to 9.t I 11 tl"9 in 

II ,. fro. the bani< '. 0 wheN the powered reft W/II tled to I tI' 

Id be forced to .' nter t ho waler and wl1k out froe the b 
pel ton 

f Jpproximetely 20 feet. 

Later that r· ven1ng Sub-In.peetor Hodd.r tnt.IVI .... th • • ceu 

tt . Sogeri Pollce :it ation. I should add that ~. accu.ed heel efter 

I . turning to hh vi aog. with Inoa gone to IUU,..,. ao. 12 to 14 

~l y where he v1s1t lod rellltlve., arrtvlng at lOIII U. efter lunth. 

In ~ptetor Hodder qU ltstloned the acculed IIUng ht. dtd he know the u n 

An;1III Lahema to which the accu.ed r'Plled ·Y •• , h .... the ahllonl\ry I t 

~tanl·. He next "skeel him dtd he know thlt the ahdonuy WI •• hot I t 

the Slrtnumu Dam tholt day and kll1eel. Accordl"9 to the M-Ifttpector the 

,ccu.1d .elllled quitt· tcken ab~ck <:It the .... Uon Ind Ihoclled MIl h. had to 

u k hi. twice more hefore he received the an ... r thlt the .ceu.ed had ,been 

r 

at Itlklnll1lu all day. Upon being liked Illy he went to Illlll..., tI. nplled 

th"t he went to see his atater to have hh tl'ou .. ,. ........ The .... 

IMpactor asked him 1·,ih2t UIIIe did you go to Itlkir..u7" to "'lctl he reDltH 

°10 o'clock". The ~ub-Inspector corrected hl ... lf by .. yl"9 that till 

QUestion was, "~Ihat t lme did you get to ltiki,..,.?" tto.v., I do not thl 

th"t this is of grei't lIIOIIIent. During the fUl'ther que.tlonl", the .ccu .... 

dtnitd having had sExual intercourse with Uhau. He .......... ently 

.110'" to le('V8 th, police station. 

Police enquiries continued during the .nlulng dlY •• nd on Friday, 

18th December, SUb-Inspector Hodder with Doctor :I1IU., the Gov.,,..nt 

Ptthologht, went .)g3in to the Dam lind In the water lbout !IOO yard. f 

tilt Canoe anchorage ~nd n.",r the oppol1te tho,. .aw the IIoIIy of ~ 

floating. Around th,] left ,'lTII WIlS 1l plec. of rope 100HI, looped tIIIldI 

tIIey u.ed to tow the body ashore. It ... then tlll.n to the Generl1 

1ID..,ltll In Port Morasby where Doctor ~ll1l1. conducted ..... t __ 
""'netlon. There .... r. four .eperat. nund hole. on the wlellt aW. of "'. 

'ICt tech about a hal f-Inch In dh_tel', u. hl,he 

..... the others lawv on the fac.. n.., .... tIM ....... 

The IIIIIdlble hili been cCllll»l.te1, o~ 

In tho 10ft tloouel of th. 

• .11kl • ..eGV~ • ~ 



.... I e. satisfied ocYOn:l doubt that the •• plec.. of Ie., .. ,. portl 

pellet. froll <'In leI 93 Ccrtrldge and Ulet the ItIot In thh caruicloe 1 
tfMd for large 9am. ~t clo&, rang •• Dr. lUlU .... __ Ie ~ la, lIfte1.fter 
til lleel been C QUS l:<f by these WOUndl 01' fra. drowning, but It hel 

tII ! t It WJI c,)usC<! hy rm.' or the other. 

On the Su 

he So9trl rolice 51 ,lUon 

'IF.tn. :ihll st aweit 

th o.c • .,.I'. the .ccu.ed 

i s time by Conat.l. Ibn. 

m h.rdcuffed "'xl Ibare told him that , 
,ccused, hllCl killed th ·o rr.l s sI onuy. Th.e ••• ea.e ...... Uon UI.t IDeI' 

,ud to him thilt if h. hid ttl" trut h h., lbar •• would c.U all the people 

th., ; would slIY that the Olecused had killed the dec. ..... IMIt lber • ..,lel not 
ltl that he h·'d s il id th 1 t;. 

Sub-Inspector Hodd'r questioned UI. accu .... t \be 

m lied. out.:! typey.rltten record of the lnteI'YI_. , .. Uon 
, to the ilIlmissibllity of this document .nd .lthough the 

IMptCtor HOdder of th.:· accused W.:II ItrlcUy In breach 
.tlonlng by Sub-

,II 

the JIIII911' 1\J18s I clln see nothing unfab 01' werbeltrlng In the ~r In 

IiIleh h. was interrogated cnd the Sub-I,..ector .... to _. 

co"sldereblll p.:l1ns to remind hill th'-It he ... not .,e.tlon •• 
Thh record of interview disclole. that on the pnvlou. Tu .... " Ulllt 11 the 

l~tI\ December, the deceased mlln. hll wife Utlau and the IICCUMd had 10M 0 

on the wator. thAt the deceased lhot .:It a bird .Uh • gun taut Ill' .... that 

.. told the accused to toke the gun and u •• It, that the acCUHd 

Itood on the bank, but Insteod of .hooUng a bird shot the abel 
the tun, 

1',. The 
Keuslel went on further to m.,ktl .:I full dllClolUft of a , .. Iou ..... rnftel' 

long-Ihmlng sexuill "Sloeiation with Uhlu. The ahootlng ... del .... at 

the l!lltigation of Uhau and she had be.n taltlng to hla 

If the y.er €bout kUling her hu.bllnd. In "' ... r .... 

telU,. hint thilt if he loved hor he would kill ANal IN& U lie .w -' he _I. take her undp.rpants and U. UI_ • ...,nd hie 

-1\1,. I'lIIIark Ind teltlng thllt he .a ... t • 

• he 'Ild In the third WItek In Hov..... He tor. I 

...... that It wa. a good id.a to kill til. _ad 

be ... afreld. ~c. agatn In thle cia uut 
I .. n lind told hla to get hu WIll ....... 

,laid hla to IIng_ and he told 

De 
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lIOn of a shotgun for tiIllch no perilS t 

.18 to hid. th" gun tn tho bush near the D, 

t about 1 o'clock at Ar~ 's hou.e, had .a.e 
.." the three of them walk ed down to the De 

laid 

till "'" (IIId gr.ve it to Arom.' . Aro.~ heel 2 SG Cartrid 

of t~ .nterad ,~ C'l not Dr.:! wen t to thl other lid 

tiII1GlI!r'( gave hill the g'Jn nnd the cOlrtrldge, he went 

, of "bout 40 Y"rd s fired at Aroraa. Uhnu W~I In the front of thl c 

,1 In the bi'ck. After he wns shot Azo~ f ell Into tnt wat.r . He- Droke 

IbOtgun 8g"in.t ~ tree e nd threw it I\W:lY into th 

IIt.r went to ItikinJITIJ, efter having fiut go 

19t. lie volunteered to tuk e thp. police bllck to 

Incident had t;-ken pl -ce 1'n,j 

,".ter, but with r eg lr:l to th 

150 to show where the 9Un had then 

l·tter he .tllted th at It would be he 

1 

to 

• H. was taken b ~ck tu Port Moresby li nd c:heJ'9ed with the wilful ... rder 

AIOel. On the foll owing day ' single barrel .hotgun 110" found In 

1IIIIftC. of Uh~u but abuu t 30 feet from the canoe 3nchorage. In thebreKh 

• an ICI SG cartridge ose. Sub-Inapector Hodder again CflIIUOned th 

lINd showing him the g ... n and -sking hill ""ether he knew It. He replied 

11 

til lit did, that 1t belonged to hit father. 110" dead and th.t h. had be.n 

*"9 after It. Upon being asked whether he wanted to teU enyt.hlnt .bout 

... h. laid th"t he did and thereupon related a cOllllhtlly clUf.r 

,on of the shooting. Thh wa. lit out In a record of intenl .. by the 

IniptCtor. Kauka stilted that on the morning of the .hootlng he WIlt 

to the Dall Urst and wei ted for ArOIN and Uhau to co.. At the unoe 

.'19' Uhau b89an to t ,1ke off her clothe. to wash In the .. ter _n.t 

.. lat on the edge of 1 canoe. He .hot AT ... ""ereupon he fell to the 

and the accu.ad r an and held hill then toot ht. and put hl. Into a 

I took the canoe out into the Dee havlng put the .hot9U" on the ............ 

.. AroIIe lnto the mlddle of the water, tumed the canoo "e .. and 

into the water. He saw Uhau throw the shotgun lnto the _ter. She 

. .... hill In another c lnoe but when he puahed hh canoe beck to the tho 

.. t 1n her canoe ln the .1ddle of the water. He then .. nt to -"ru'. 

thence to the vllL:ge Clnd l ater to IUII1....,. He we. hWlng In the 

IIItn h. Ured the shot at tU'OlIII and accoldlng to hla Uhau knew thet he 

- .. lUng 1n the bu.he. end .he preterded thalt the ... IDlnI to ••• h. 

.tated that on the Itlnday night UMu had .aid to ht. tNt Oft 

-'mint h •• hould walt for t"- ln the bush when the ceMI. 

"'en they Cl.e. UhAU and ~) c_ he lbauld uu -. 

t .. t the 

s 
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• I en unc le (or clen fathu) oft CCUled. 

The acculi'd elec ted , 4lI he ... entltled to, IIOtto ,1 

CIll .ny evid ence iO t hat I - left .lth the pI'Obl_ 0' , •• th 
• 110' 

10 
NyOIIII 'lIiOnable dulJlt of t ho eccuucl', 9I/11t on the u ... 1 P'Hented 

die CI'OIIft. 

1Ir. Dll10n, fcr the tcC Uled, hll fOl'Clfully .nd ebl 

dang" of conv1ctl ll9 on confoSilon.l evldene. 1Il0ne .... I 
contcioul of that da nge,. In hlt luta-lilion the t, 

Ul11", glv.n by thl ICcu .. d art iO Inc I 
O/I.lt11.,. AI h. pointed out elthough the, ...... ,.... 

canoe enchorag. lite on thll IDOrnl", of the l~th Dec ....... 

VI"lon .... true 1 t it 1 nc rtellble th.t no blood thou I "til. on the grourd or on the accultel', clothing or In • 

no-one h.ard any shot that IIIOrnlng and the po .. lbUlty 11 

tile tIIooUng could have taken place at l ••• t ,d,y .,,11 

tile .... ,. no wUness to the .vont. NDnethel ... th ..... n 

... 1 

the 

t 

bdlcatlon. to conn~ct the accultel with the killing. 'l"tly It II cle., 

tIIIt ~01111 dhappearud on that IIOl'nln9. this I dteluc. fro. thl .ltne .. 

David'. arrival at the canoe (!nchol'ag. It I COll»",tlvely .. rly hou .. and 

Undlng Uhau obviousl y .etting up an alara ov.r the dh ....... "". 0' he .. 

llulbtnd. It h undoubttel thl\t the occu.ed ... In the vlclftlty It the t 

.f the dlsapp • .,anc€:. It 15 undoubttel, too, t"-t the _,. 0' tlh bod 

!lid be.n 1 ...... teI 1 n .ater shortl y prior to hlt .rrl •• l .t 

In the Ught 0' his previous and open vltlh to the houl. It would heY • 

• en lIIII.utl 'or him to go v12 the rlv.... Although then •• no evident 

u to the cu.tody of the gun af ter Nevar.'. d.ath It 1 •• 11ftI'1cent 

that no evld.nc •• es ltel of any cUltody other than thet of the ICcuted. 

n. po ••••• lon of a gun In village. 0' thl. Territory 1. notorlou.. I 

11th". beYOnd rta&onablt doubt that .uo. .... hot .t , ft", 0' no _n 
tllan 27 fMt and I am flom'ther utltfl. thet the ~Ing of allot. on hi 

'ICe -.ald not have bltn po.dbl. at anything Uke 40 YINh •• ttllt 

litton the vullon contelntel In the flnt conf ... lon I dl ..... 

teo the VOluntMring of the slCond .t.t~ wlthout~'" 
If .,.y IOrt Ind after dbcovery of the .. I ..... c .... lIdl 

..... 411 to the ICCU,. •• to when the 

cltul y .ho... tMt he .. at ....,. 

tbt Ihootlng. Then It no .... st 

In wi 
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11&0 _id'I'IUon the probabh .. ani of IInowhdle ,on .luer I 

is not .IIUy alCortll1nabh by the prolecution, but h probeaaly 

to the d.fendllRt, then the hct t.h.It no 'lIPhn.Uon 0 

tIIGOIIllI9 .. 81ghl be expected if the truth were conah ttl 

ris 

IIIIClCence, 11 a utter whlch the Court 01' jury .ay properly COMid.r.-

III tllll cale I have a voluntary ltat 

_ I renge of loaethlng like 22 feet, 
t 

lIidd1e of the Itretch of water opposite the anchor."., ",.t he 

tilt eenoe and IW/lm ashore with it (thul ... hUng the .Ib"" 
IIIIlell would have be!!n present) that Uheu r_ln«l .t the ecene (with 

opportunity to dhp('se of any other evidenc. of the crt..) end there h 

bien nothing ar1s1nq In the courle of thle trhl to .,.ed .y tllh 

con, ... lon shOUld b,) untrue. 

In th.le clrcuastances the lack of expl.n.tlon by ec:eused 

11 

will .... to cOile to the clear c:oncludon that It 

til. gun. 
leh fU 

Ac:c:orcUngl y I find hi. gull t y. 

I P.J. Clay, ~ SoUet_r. SoUcitor for the Crown 

SoUQto.r for the Acc:used I ;j.". Lalor. PubUc JoUettor. 
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) 


