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The p r i sone r  who has been convicted of w i l f u l  murder 15  a 

man of almost 30 years  of age from Ainouk v i l l a g e  i n  t h e  Ramu sub- 

d 5 s t r i c t .  His a rea  has  been under Administrat ion inf luence  f o r  some 

t e n  years  and i s  acces s ib l e  by motor c y c l e  pa t ro l .  The i n h a b i t a n t s  

a r e  p r i m i t i v e  and a b e l i e f  i n  so rce ry  is un ive r sa l ly  held. This  ca se  

demonstrates c l e a r l y  t h e  e v i l s  a s soc ia t ed  wi th  such b e l i e f s  and t h e  

d i f f i c u l t i e s  i n  t r a c i n g  t h e  motivat ion which they inspi re .  

It appears t h a t  i n  about 1965 t h e  p r i sone r ' s  wife died.  The 

p r i sone r  a t t r i b u t e d  her  dea th  t o  t h e  so rce ry  of a woman, t h e  wife of , 
t h e  then t u l t u l  of t h e  v i l l age .  He attempted t o  k i l l  he r  and For t h i s  

at tempt was sentenced by t h i s  Court i n  July 1966 t o  t h r e e  years '  

Imprisonment. The p r i s o n e r ' s  d e s c r i p t i o n  of t h e s e  events  was: 

" It s t a r t e d  when my wife died.  I thought t h a t  t h e  wi fe  

of t h e  former t u l t u l  had kiLl,ed he r  by magic, I: had then 

k i l l e d  t h e  t u l t u l ' s  wife but  she d id  not d i e  and I was sen t  

t o  t h e g a o l  i n  Madang f o r  t h r e e  yea r s  f o r  nothing." 

The impl ica t ion  no doubt i s  t h a t  no punishment was j u s t i f i e d  f o r  an 

at tempt t o  murder which f a i l ed .  

The p r i sone r  s e w e d  h i s  term and re turned  t o  h i s  v i l l age .  

It i s  noteworthy t h a t  while i n  p r i s o n  he d i d  not  l e a r n  p idgin  a s  might ,  

be expected and t h i s  f a c t  t o  some e x t e n t  confirms t h e  suggest ion from 

t h e  ba r  t h a t  he is perhaps below normal i n t e l l i gence .  

Af ter  t h e  p r i sone r ' s  r o t u r n ,  t h e  witness Glndong, husband of 

t h e  v i c t i m  Tangu, t o l d  him t h a t  t h e  t u l t u l  had sa id  t h a t  t h e  p r i sone r  

had p rac t i s ed  sorcery. Again i n  t h e  p r i s o n e r Y s  words: "I: ttlen s a i d  

t o  everyone, 1 have j u s t  come back from gaol and am enjoying my 

freedom. Why has t h e  t u l t u l  s a i d  t h a t  I have done magic?" 
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What fol lows i s  not easy t o  understand. I t  i s  not  a l t o g e t h e r  

c l e a r  exac t ly  what Gindong o r  t h e  t u l t u l  sa id .  Be t h a t  a s  it may, t h e  

ob jec t  of  t h e  p r i sone r ' s  malice became n e i t h e r  t h e  t u l t u l  nor Gindong, 

but Gindong" innocent wife Tangu. As he sa id  t o  me: 

" When I was i n  t h e  v i l l a g e ,  t h i s  woman's husband sa id  I 

was a so rce re r ,  s o  I marked her  and wanted t o  k i l l  her." 

On 28th January t h i s  year ,  while  Tangu was preparing a f i r e  

alone i n  he r  house, t h e  pr i soner  entered and a t tacked her with h i s  axe 

and k i l l e d  her. 

The problem now i s  t o  determine how t o  dea l  wi th  him. In t h e  

space of about f i v e  years ,  f o r  ha l f  of which he has been i n  p r i son ,  he 

has attempted t o  l t i i l  two women of h i s  v i l l a g e  and on t h e  second occasion 

has succeedecl. He has l e a r n t  nothing from h i s  period of  imprisonmi?nt, 

I recognize i n  mi t iga t ion  t h a t  he was a young man before  h i s  

a r ea  came under Administrat ion c o n t r o i  and t h a t  he g ives  t h e  appearance 

of being of low in t e l l i gence .  These f a c t s  combine t o  expla in  t o  some 

e x t e n t  h i s  f a i l u r e  t o  ob ta in  any b e n e f i t  from Administrat ion o r  Mission 

in f luence  i n  h i s  a r ea  o r  from a term of t h r e e  yea r sq  imprisonment. 

Nevertheless ,  he is a danger i n  t h e  c o m u n i t y  i n  which he l i v e s  

and, if no t  completely i n t r a c t a b l e ,  i s  u n l i k e l y  t o  come t o  a r e a l i z a t i o n  

wi th in  a s h o r t  time of  t h e  s o r t  of conduct which t h e  present  law requ i r e s  

of  him. This  i s  a l s o  a c a s e  i n  which t h e  p r i sone r  and those  i n  t h e  

c o m u n i t y  who might a c t  a s  he has should be shown t h e  ex ten t  of  t h e  

c a m u n i t y ' a  disapproval  of such conduct. 

Sentence s 15 years '  imprfsonment w i th  hard Labour, 


