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Thit~ trial began on the 6th OctobE~r against eIght persons charge(J 

before me that they on the 7th December 1969 assaulted Dimain Tokul'apa and 

thereby did hi\"!) bodily b.az:m~ Those persons were Topamkin !!Vami, Tepan 

Toil:i.aoi Tontrl1k Tokalt,m~ Daniel Rumet~ Tobing Tokalt:., .Joseph Tokubak s 

Toiona Tabut 811d Joseph Titilop .. At the conclusion of the case .ror the 

Crown and 85 t.he rosult of submissions by Counsel that the:ce was no case to 

answer oX';.- cJJ_to_cn.ath.,'(~J y, that the case was faT too tenuous to be allowed tJ) 

proceed fUl"thG-r 11 I acquitted Tepan ToiIian~ Tontl'uk Tokalcf1 and Toiona 

Tabut~ It x'c.-n;:,ins for mo now to pI'onounce a verdict and jLh.:l9nlent in respect 

of t.he rem~dn~ng fiv(~ ~'tCcused 0 

It i~?, alle<':H~d by tho C1'Ol~(n that each of the accused took part in ;} 

joiqt attack on Dimain TokuTapa :in O:r :l.n the victnity of the United Church 

at Matulau on the outskirts of Rabaul~ on the morning of Sunday 7th Decembc:I' 

1969? and tht'd; there was a GOffi'nOn pUl~pose amongst 01' betWGf1I1 thom to assault 

the victim" ];".'n1' the oefence it waS generally argued before flln that unless 

r were to find Gomothing in tho nature of a consp~.l'acy albeit instantaneously 

conce:Lved by :;O£l1e or Ell,l of tlh'? accused to 8ssaul t and thereby caUse bor1:i.l y 

harmS' then the verdict should be one of not gu:Hty", It was submitted that 

all I have he:co is 8 sories of aSSaults 9 perhaps with some continuity :i.n 

point of titnf:~ b!Jt not 0ffDcted in pursuance of any common purpose" As VJas 

forcibly put by Nr" Griffin two identical purposes do not necessarily amount 

to a common purpose~ 

I pJ:opose fhc,t to set out the facts as I find them and in my 

view It is f)(-,lc<:?GS8ry to b(;)gln wIth some event.:; and attitudos p:d,ol" to the 

happenings at Ma1.:alau Ch!J:1:'ch" Thn accused!} Daml(~n Rumet, waS a "lee·· 

president of an assoc1:Jtion in December last yea1' well""known in Ha.b,:tul and 

in the Gazelle PeninsulA" That cts50ciation of COU1':j:0 is th~2 Mataul1gan 

AssociatiofJo ,'Hel the other foul' accusc:d had all previous to the 7th D0Ceti\b0~'" 

attended executive !ne!?tinqs of that body.. On Saturday~ 6th DG'ccmbl?T 9 th0 

Administrato~c ;"lx" Hay a:cr).vcd in RabGul and Rumet'] and I have- 1"10 doubt the 

other members ot the As:;;ociation, believed that a:rrlval to be of a secret 

natm,"e ,--.. this belief bl2int;l 0~ngendered clS was said to ffiH beCallS(? of tho lack 

of publiclty att<;mdant upon his visit... I would not n01' should I COm~ll>2nt on 

the reasonableness of this belief~ I not.e its e.Y.istence becGlU!?e r th'ink it 

has some beal'inq on the events with which r am concerned" 

At sonl.) time on the Sunday morning Rumet and the p-.::ees:tdGnt of til(;: 

Mataungan' Assoc:t.:.J.tion>J one Damian Kereku 9 were in the Association office on 

the other side of Rabaul when they were attracted by the noise of shoutin0 

c'oming f:t'om trucks passing on the roadway and on going out aod stopping ODC 
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of thc!:;o trucks Rumct heard of sorno trouble having taker) place in 

v~lhich the /ldministl'atoY.' and the District Commissioner werl;J involved ,< 

He .11so" from INhnt he 1N3S told~ formed trw belief that members of 

whet "J;'15 thGn compendiously known as tho f/.uI ti=Racial Council were 

meeti\)~j C}t ;41.TcrJlau-; that the truckloads of men on the move were 

headinsJ for that meeting and thclt. there was lik~l y to b(~ troubl(~", He: 

deciclH(\ to go 210nq to sec what he could do to ave:rt such trouble .. 

En rout.e to ::,cl::fiL1li ;) then Multi n ·Raclal Council Suppol'ter named 

Ismae1. Town12Jc,;. 'JJ;)S sCIJf':rel y aSu3ul ted 0} It was obvlous to Rumet that 

the' cx·o\.Vd W[\s in 3D anqry mood a nd he bel ieved that t.here were those 

among .it who ",'TO akal. I' to try to break lip the imagined meeting of 

the councillors <:.md indeed to assault those eouncillorso 

After the To\r:,:daka diversj.on the convoy proceeded -on its way 

to j.tJEd:.qlau, coming to a halt on the roadway below a st.eep pathway 

which rose about a hundred foet to the Church and its sur:rounding 

groun:1s, There \."lore eight or more trucks and something like 60 or '70 

peopl.e, gathered... Hurnet Gnd Kereku spoke to the crQt.ovd In an endeavou:t' 

to calm them and w-ent up the pathwayo On arrival at about lLOOclTJ 

they -found th;.l.t B fOIN of the truck passengers had precedG:,d thorn and 

othol's '··vere folJ.(w..-ing up the hill afte:r. the\i)o ThHY VJ0!'0 mot by th~J 

Revel'c-nd TayJ.oJ.'jI the ~~lnJster of the Church p v"ho himself had been 

attractod and I would think disturbed by the noise.. He as:;urGd Rum(~t. 

and KOl'eku that vIlhat "\1'1'';'\5 happening at the Church was not a meeting of 

counciL.ors hut a mGctlnq to discuss Chlttch finance-5 9 follo\lflng upon 

the ChUTCh se~rvJce" The Minister requested Rl.Imet and thOS0 with hl r -, 

to TotiJ'8 until tho conclusion of that meeting" At this time thor: 

tNOre f.l'l}m 10 to 20 stJ.'angors on the- small plateau on top of tho 

path,~Jay~ And r am satisfied that dUring this ,corrverr.;at5.on Rumet ""ent 

hal fway down the path and spoke to the throng below commanding or 

beseeching them not to come up~ Clod returned to join K(::.:r.eku" HU!11et, 

then retixed and on going down -to the Y.'oadt.vay concluded that soml? of 

the truck party hnd gono fl1l'theJ.~ on to Nodup& He went aftel' them both 

t.o see what had happoned and to try and exerclsc some control ~ It 

seems th;,~t thoro was some sort of a fracas there~ that he was briefl y 

involv(~d in an al~9ument with onl'? Herman Taman and that he thon retuTDe_' 

I should $;:lY that my impression 19 that ;?It tb~lS staqe so 

far as Ruroet WnS concGl'ned the situation had got out of han:L The 

excited, ;:~nd angry mob1i\lhl.ch he h<"ld joined vias hardly amenablc.; to 

control £Ind I thl.nk thet he himself was sufficiently upset by what he· 

ccmceiw.;-c) to he the pe:rfidy of his opponents to be unable to calmly 

and rEiU.I:>ne.lly twndlo the situation \Nhich was developing. -'~everth(!l(.;:·;!,; 

I was :i..iJ'ilyressed by his sincerity in the witness box and J: am sat.isf:t('(l 

that he \.\'8.S dc~termin0d t.o do wh(~t he could to prevent the sp:e8i1d of 

the violence whIch h(: had already seen in COi..trse of qrowt.h" On 

"rriv.Jl ''It Matalau 3fter a ton to fift€,en minute absfmce it was obvioLS'· 

that th(:) improcJtJ.ons to c<?Ilm and to allow the leade:cs to discuss 
,'; , ., / ~ 

matters 1,·d.th th0 councillors had beon disregarded" '. I.' 


