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IN THE 9JPREME COURT ) 

OF THE TERRITORY a: ~ 
PAPUA AND NEW GUINEA ) 

REGI'l,~ v 

FOR SENTENCE 

This offender has been convicted of the wilful .urder of the wo.en 
Goya-Dawa. 

He is a native of Laundi, a vill.ge about a mile and • hell fro. the 

long-established station of Watabung, situated eo.. thirty '&1 .. frea thl. 
town of Goroka. 

He is about twenty-seven years of age and appears to hwe been quite 

well-establ ished in his cOlMlunity with gardens , pigs and a good reputltlon. 

His has been the life of a villager in such a situation h.vlng had no 

significant direct contact with the outside world but close contact ~th the 

stron3 Admin! stration inn uence from iiatabung under which he has grown up. 

He has had no school1n9 and apparentl y no influence froll the Mission 

conductpi net far from his horne. fle doe5 speak Hdgin- ::nglish,aflParently 

fluently. He is !!larried and at the time of his crime his wife was pregnant. 

The offender first met his victim some years ago when neither of them 

was married am she was but a girl • . ::ihe belonCled to a different group from his 

but apparentl y awel t not so far from him since he met her when he was cutting 

planks am they becaMe friends. i~lthouoh it "lOulci a!,pear that he had some 

ciesire that their relation5hip vlOuld develop into marriage their paths 

se~arated, they ''Yent their di fferent ways for some· years and he did not see 

her again until she was brouqht to his area SOMe weeks before the killing as 

the wife of a man of a nearby viIla~e . 

This man belonged to the sallie qroup as the offenlter but to anoth.r 

line or subdivision of it. However, h. we. in a clo •• reht1~lp wltlt t. 
offender because, earlier, he had not only II8ITled a __ of the • ffender, • 

11ne but al so had co ... to Uve with th_ for ... u.. untU .......... 1 .... nt· 

on account of a scandal. 

On the day the offender _t Ilia wldi .. on 

his gardens and not far front hla yill ... , 

She opened a conversation .... in tlw coun • ." tilt. COftNI'_"_ 
reminded her of an old loan of £2, "lela he had __ ...... 

that if she had the money she could replY It or otHfwt •• she ~. Ilk her 

husband for it for this purpose. HoweYer, he told her th.t If ~~ld 
permit him to have intercourse with her he would forget III .~ ~ .aney. 

It was clear to him that she rejected his suggHtlon and he foZ'Md the 

opinion that she was about to expose him to some men who were worklng not far 

away and to whom it appears she cOllllllf'nced to call before he grabbed her 

throat. 

Thereupon he drew her and hi. show.l 

her on the head with his ah4Wel. -.n'. 



showed SOIM signs of I1f. be .t~ 

a knife, ~ich he worked about 10 

IIIOre detail. The Crown he, ....... 

it, having made up his atnd to 
concerned to finish the work. - ___ ._. __ 'line. __ .: 

her bilum and calmly went about hb ordinary llfe untll the Iusplcion. of the 
police were attracted to him by lome scratches on his body and hil ~ 
which the woman had bitten. 

He killed her to avoid an exposure which would have led to the lOll or 

soiling of his reputation and probably little more although this prospect did 

cause him great shame, shame from it being disclosed in his ca..unity that he 

had made the suggestion of adultery to a woman married to a -.n with whom he 
stood in very close relationship. 

It was said by the anthropoloQist called for the offender that adultery 
itself in the Circumstances of the offender, his victim and her husband was 

regarded as something completel y wronn, the diSClosure of which may llean a 

fight but most of all loss of face and sh~me resulting in the person ashamed 

leavino the local community temporarily or permanently. The result of the dis

closurf' not of ad'lltery but of merely the sugQestion of, or request for it, 

could not have more serious consequences ann I would think probably would have 
had 1 ess. 

This offence is without any traditional excuse; there was no fear of 

death, e.q. of the offender or his kin from sorcery, no provocation or provoc

ative conduct or so on - merely fear for his own position as a man of good 

reputation, which he valued more highly than the life of an innocent wo.an,who, 

as the wife of a close relative, was acting strictly correctly in declining his 

invitation,an invitation which he offered with some cunnlnq pressure by his 

introduction of the subject of the loan and his reference to her telting the 
money from her husband to pay back to him. 

I do not recall having to do with a worse case and at first I found it 

difficult to contemplate that I would be able to find extenuatl~ circuMStance 

to justify me in refraining from pronouncing sentence of death. 

However, J aqree that there was no premeditation in the lense that it 

was not until the sudden fear of her disclosing him that he had any idea of 

killing her. His was an action on the spur of the moment by a native in panic _ 

a native who has not had the restraining influences and training of a civilised 

European person." Alt houqh," as the anthropologist said it is true to say that 
h ) most people" (and I am sure that this included the offender "in the Sina Sina 
and on the frinqes of the Chuave regions are very much aware of the sanctions 

which the Mministration brings to bear against killing but of course the 

greater majority of their actions will still be in confo~ity with their own 

culture." I do not consider that there is any basis whatever for regarding 

this killing as "culturally" justified and the ..,ldence is finly te the 

Contrary. I do consider, ~er, that 1 

dlllinistration as a native per~ ... 
ropean to resist a sudden 

how l1ttb so often that co 

contact wi th a. 
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