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(Sentence) 

Langa has pleaded guilty to attemptinq to rape a younq 

woman on the 15th day of November 1962. lie 15 a younq man of villaC'Je 

origin who has had an education up to 6th Standard and is of normal 

inte 11 i genc e • 

He has been employed as a domestic in ~ort ~oreshy sin~e 

January 1962, and during three weeks before the offence to which he 

has pleaded guil tv, he was employed as a wash boy by three youn'J 

women who shared accommodation at a sort of sinqle qirl s quarters. 

On the day in question the younCl woman who was the victim 

of the crime was alone in the premises, the accused also bei') '1 tt.I'I0in 

working at his ironing. She had in the course of ordinary movement 

in and around the premises been in fairly close contact with him in 

the premises during the day. The young lady went to the bathroo"1 

for a shower. There was a lock on the bathroom door but it had on1 y 

recently been placed there when she was absent on leave and she rlid 

not know of it or notice it. Accordingly, she was bathin'; in 

circumstances in which access to her was not obstruch·d. This .... as 

particularly unfortunate, as the manner of the accused on this ~"'Y 

had already made her feel uncomfortable. The accused beinll as he 

said himself not perfect suffered his imagination to wanrlnr,fnJ J ~n 

the enSUing temptation, went into the bathroom and attacked "the youn'} 

w~n. She struggled successfully until the accused desisted ann 

ran away. He subsequent! y gave himsel f up. He has no previolJs 

Convictions. 

The object of puni shment is to prevent repetition of the 

offence, to reform the prisoner, and to deter others from committinC'J 
the 

Sallie offence, hence retribution is not now regarded as a sound 
baSis. 

The question cannot be decided without reference to the 
nature f t o he offence. The outstandin'J feature of the o(f,·ncl' Is that 
it cause dl s stress to the victim of so great intensity that If it wpre 
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Of frtqUlnt occurr.n~e. norm. 1 , ... 1. llr. In 
not pel'llst. 

Th. punishment must therefore reflect tho •• 

punishment which are designed to prevent repetition by tht accused 

.nd more importantl y to operate as a deterrent in the mind. of other 
young men similarly tempted. 

Nevertheless, regard must be had to the circumstances in 

which the crime was committed. It may be normal for young women to 

employ young male natives for domestic purposes, such as washinq and 

to be in their company otherwise unattended in enclosed premises. 

Although normal it obviously presents a condition of potential danuer. 

Young women ought not to assume that youOCl men do not have wicked 

thoughts. Accordingly, freedom of association shOUld bp. acco~panied 
by a common sense recognition of the perils. 

Doors of bedrooms and bathrooms ought to be lock~d. An 

ounce of action in this respect in this very Case might well have 

prevented the commission of this crime so painful to thp victim and 

so damaging to the life of this youn, man. Fortunately, no seriou~ 
or permanent physical injury \','as suffered. 

I must remember also that the set up was one not contriver/ 

by the accused but which arose as a natural incident of his employ
ment. 

\'iith the object of imposin1 a penal ty deterrent of his kind 
of conduct, emphasising the dangers of youno women trustin~ too 

confidently in the capacity of young men to restrain themselves in 

Circumstances of opportunity, and to be fair to the accused, I 

sentence the accused to three years. The sentence automatically 
carries hard labour. 


