
NITIJELA OF THE MARSHALL ISLANDS 

24th CONSTITUTIONAL REGULAR SESSION, 2003 
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BILL NO. 144 NDl 
BL,, ?#>3-90 

2 An Act 
3 
4 To amend certain sections of the Judiciary Act 1983, 27 MIRC Chp. 2 (the Act) in order to: (a). 
5 revise the rate of compensation of temporary judges of the Supreme Court and the High Court; (b ). 
6 to increase the jurisdictional limits for the District Court and Community Courts, and; ( c ). to allow 
7 a justice of the High Court to serve as a member of the Nuclear Claims Tribunal. 
8 
9 BE IT ENACTED BY THE NITIJELA OF THE MARSHALL ISLANDS: 
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Section 1. Short Title. 

This Act may be cited as the Judiciary (Amendment) Act 2003. 

Section 2. Amendments. 

To achieve the intent expressed above, the following provisions of the Act are amended; 

(1) Section 210 subsection ( 4) is hereby amended to read in the following 

manner; 

"(4) A judge of the Supreme Court or of the High Court appointed as 

hereinbefore provided to replace a disqualified judge of, or otherwise fill a vacancy 

in, such court shall be paid such amount of compensation as may be agreed upon 

by the Chief Justice of the court concerned and such judge; provided, however, 

that the amount of compensation paid shall not exceed the pro rated salary of an 

Associate Justice of the High Court based upon the highest salary payable, plus air 

fare and per diem for those not already on site. 

(2) Subsection 228(1)(a) of the Judiciary Act, is amended to read in the 
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follmving manner; 
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"(a) subject to Subsection (2) ofthis Section, in all civil 

cases, including proceedings for change of name, where the amount 

claimed or the value of the property involved does not exceed 

$10,000 except:" 

(3) Subsection 228( 1 )(b) of the Judiciary Act, is amended to read in the 

following manner 

"(b) in all criminal cases involving offenses against any law of the 

Republic, for which the maximum penalty does not exceed a fine of $4,000 or 

imprisonment for a term of less than three (3) years, or both; and" 

(4) To conform with the amendment made above to Subsection 228(l)(a) of 

the Judiciary Act, which establishes the civil jurisdiction of the District Court, Subsection 

228(2)(a) is amended to read as follows: 

"(a) to award alimony and support for children in divorce 

cases and in separate support and separate maintenance cases, and 

support for the children of unmarried parents, regardless of the 

limitation set forth in Subsection 228(l)(a) above; and 

(5) Subsection 234(2)(a) of the Judiciary Act, which establishes the civil 

jurisdiction of the Community Courts subject to certain exceptions, is amended to read as 

follows: 
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"(a) in all civil cases (not including divorce, adoption or 

change of name), where the amount claimed or the value of the 

property involved does not exceed $200, except: 

(6) Subsection 234(2)(b) of the Judiciary Act, which establishes the criminal 

jurisdiction of the Community Courts, is amended to reads as follows: 

Section 3. 

"(b) in all criminal cases involving offenses against any law 

of the Republic, for which the maximum penalty does not exceed a 

fine of $400 or imprisonment for a term of six ( 6) months, or both; 

and" 

(7) A new subsection ( 6) is inserted at the end of Section 268 of the Judiciary 

Act 1983 to read as follows: 

"(6) Paragraphs (l)(c) and (l)(d) of this Section do not 

prevent a justice of the High Court from serving pro tern as a 

member of the Nuclear Claims Tribunal upon designation by the 

Chief Justice of the High Court at the request of the Chairman of 

the Nuclear Claims Tribunal. 

Effective Date. 

18 This Act shall take effect on the date of certification in accordance with Article IV, 

19 Section 21 of the Constitution. 
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CERTIFICATE 
I hereby certify: 

l!._01 
( 1) that Nitijela Bill No. J..!i.!:C_ was passed by the Nitijela of the Marshall Islands on the 

7 ~ day of. ~~ b er, 2003; and 
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(2) that I am satisfied that Nitijela Bill No. ~D;;~s passed in accordance with the 

11 relevant provisions of the Constitution of the Republic of the Marshall Islands and the Rules of 

12 

13 Procedures of the Nitijela. 
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I hereby place my signature before the Clerk of the Nitijela this 3-Y-~ay of_ lkcam bLY , 2003. 
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, 
1t1Je a of the Mars. a s ands 

Attest: 

Clerk, 
Nitijela of the Marshall Islands 
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