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On 23rd March , 1982 appellant was convicted in 

the Suva Magistr~te ' ~ Court of obtaining $15 by false pretences 

contrary to section 309(a) of the Penal Code and was sentenced 

Lo two YC,H's ' irn[)ri:c;onmenl. 

Appellant lS appeali ng against sentenc~ on the 

ground that i t is manifestly harsh and excessive . 

The f tlC L~ showed lhd t o n 28 Lh J dflU .. H'Y , 1982 <.ll 

about 3 p.m. appellant met one taxi driver Ram Narayan s/o 

sampat and told him that he had an electric iron he wanted to 
sel l . Appellan t ' s aski ng price was $1 5 . He tol d Narayan to 

give him the money and he would go and get the ele~lric iron 
for him . Narayan gave appellant $15 but appellant welshed 
on him . 

The c.1p}Jl!l l ant ha~ several previous convictions fur 

similar offences and from his record he appears to be fast 
developing into quite a confidence trickster . 

At the he.:lring of the appeal dppellant informed 

this Court that he was reformed having now realised the 

futili ty of his crimindl ways in the PdS t:. 

I am prcpured to bel ieve .J.ppelLmt L!"!J.L he want s 

to be reformed bul whether he woul d succeed in doing so remains 

to be seen. Be that as it may the sentence of two years ' 
imprisonmen t for a transac tion worUJ $15 , albei t c.!'imi na1 , is 



2. 

In my view so disproportionate to the gravity of the offence 

committed by ' appe11ant . Besides the sum of $15 has been 
restored to Narayan from monies found on appellant when the 

police picked him up. 

In these circumstances I will allow the appeal 

and pass such sentence as would allow the appellant to be 
rcle<J'}cd .from prison lod.JY. 

Chief JUs tice 

Suva, 

15th October, 1982 . 


