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All accused in 

STATE 

v. 

DROMUDOLE 

fo State 
per on 

RING ON BAIL 
PEi!IDING TRIAL 

The l!1t Accus e d Aku i la Dromudole makes an application for 

bail pending trial . He mak s the application on the ground that 

the remand facilities CIt t' e Korovou Prison are inhumane . He 

face s charges of robbery wi h violence in the High Court and in 

the Magistrates ' Court. 

charged in December 2C07 . 

e has been in remand since he was 

The charges are very serious and 

allege , on four count!; , r bbery with four others with pinch 

bars . The value of the ite s alleged to be stolen is in excess 
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of $18,000. The charges are at 1 da ed the 6 th of December 200'J . 

The case is currently a .... aiting an ppl:icatlon foe consol.idation 

by the State. Thereafter a hearing date will be set . The case 

management system in the High Cou t at present ensures trial 

within 12 months of chd.rge . The Applicant will probably be 

tried by November 2008. 

In response to the Applicant t complaints about the remand 

facilities , the prosE-!cution c lIed Super intendent Frank 

I-lazelman, the Officer-in- charge of he Korovou Prison. He said 

that there were -, dormitories at t e Korovou Prison and that 2 

were currently used to house the re and prisoners. He said that 

formerly the Sacau Dormjtory was u ed for t he remand prisoners , 

but that. this dormitory was curren ly being renovated to ensure 

compliance with the Prisons Act . As a temporary measure., the 

Applicant a nd 67 other remand pris ners were kept at two other 

"dormitories until renovations were 'ompleted within the next two 

weeks. With commendable honesty, agreed that the dormitories 

tha t 4 men were sleeping on 

sa d that they were permitted 

had a capacity for 64 pl"isoners, 

mattresses on the floor . He 

outdoor recreation for half an our daily bu t that longer 

recreation periods were difficult ecause of the large numbers 

of remand prisoners hel::! . Fo r th remaining hours of the day , 

the remand prisoners had the priv lege of watching television . 

He also agreed that t hE beddi ng i the dormitories was old but 

said t h at with the renovation 0 the Sacau Dormitory , each 

prisoner would receive clean and ew mattresses and bed linen . 

He agreed that the toilt~ts were bl eked but again said that they 

were to be replaced, in the course f the renovations . 



The State opposes bail 

will soon be in better 
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the grounds that the Appl icant 

facilities, and that he has a 

history of absconding whilst on bail. Counsel tendered a copy 

of the Applicant's previ 

Applicant has a list of 6 

convictions. Since 2001, the 

convictions, all f or minor 

offences. However two in 20 6 are for absconding while on bail 

or breaching bail condl t . 

history of failing to abjde 

Clearly, the Applicant has a 

his undertakings to the court . 

The accused FeJ.ix 

same charges . However 

vuso,$itokalau was granted bail for the 

he upplied, the prison officer 

giving evidence candidly that the remand facilities 

were unsuitable and did not know of any plans to improve them . 

That was a month ago. Felix Vusoni tokalau di.d not 

have a history of absconding This Applicant does . 

I refuse bail not: only because th~ Applicant has· absconded 

in the not very distant PGI: 

remand conditions 

nature . 

but also because I a ccept that the 

complains are only temporary in 

has said the Sacau Dormi tory As the Officer-in-~harge 

will be in compliance wjth 

Standard Rules ) within 2 we 

I?risons Act (and the U.N . Minimum 

For these reasons, bai is refused . 

At Suva 
21 st April 2008 

Nazha Shameem 
JUDGE 


