





























that he was only the representative for the Matanitu Vanua of Nadroga-
Navosa.

114, The accused agreed thar during his interview he was given the
apportunity to change his answers but he did not.

115, The accused further stated that the people of Nadroga-Navosa only
wanled the Province to be a Christian State and for the non-Christians living
in the Province they will be persuaded to become Christians. The accused
agreed he was particularly upset about the Surfing Decree as per his answer
fo 0.33 in his record of interview.

116, The accused in his evidence stated that he did not have any intention to
bring into hatred or excite disaffection against the present government in
respect of the 12" count.

[19]  Thereafter. the judge had given the following reasons why he was not agreeing with

the majority of assessors on count 12.

117, I do not accept that the 6" accused told the truth in court when he
stated that he did not have any seditious intention when he took an oath to
serve as a Minister for Fisheries for an unlawful entity.

118, The appoimtment of Cabinet Ministers and then taking an oath in
whichever form is indicative of the formation of another Government which
has the tendency to bring into hatred or contempt or to excite disaffection
against the Government of Fiji ax by law established.

119, The form or contents of the oath taken is irrelevant to the charge. The
purpose of the path is relevant which was to serve as a Cabinet Minister for
an urdawiul entiry.

1200 T am satisfied that the accused told the truth to the Police during his
interview that he took an oath to serve as Minister of Fisheries for the entily
“"Nadroga-Navosa Sovereign Christian State”. The accused is deemed to have
intended the consequences of his actions.

121. 1 am satisfied bevond reasonable doubrt that the 6™ accused took an
oath to serve as the “Minister of Fisheries” for the entity Nadroga-Navosa
Sovereign Christian State with the seditious infention to bring into hatred or
contempt or to excite disaffection against the Government of Fiji as by law
established.

122, I therefore overturn the majority not guilty opinion of the assessors
and accept the minority opinion by finding the 6™ accused guilty of the
12" count as charged.
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