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Date of Dismissal: Tuesday, 2 May 2000 

REASONS FOR DISMISSAL OF APPEAL 

Avvellam .. 1 

Respondent 

On 2 May 2000 the Court dismissed the appeal for want of prosecution. We 

undertook to state our reasons in writing and now do so. 

When the appeal was called on for hearing on 2 May 2000, the date set for it. Mr 

Dorsami Naidu, who was on the record as the appellant's solicitor, appeared and sought leave to 

withdraw. He informed the Court that he was no longer able to represent the appellant and that tvvo 

weeks earlier he had informed the appellant of that and had told him that he must either attend 

himself on 2 May for the hearing or arrange for another legal practitioner to attend as his 

representative. The appella1)t was not in Court or in the vicinity of the Court and ·was not 

represented. He, therefore, failed to prosecute his appeal and the Court dismissed it for that reason. 



2. 

We should add that the facts of this appeal reflect a long history of neglect and delay 

by the appellant in his prosecution of this litigation. The learned primary judge dismissed the action 

for want of prosecution. It was against that decision that this appeal was brought. But it would 

appear that the appellant has been no more diligent in prosecuting his appeal than he was in 

prosecuting his case at first instance. In the light of the history of the matter, it would have been 

quite unfair to the respondent to allow the litigation to remain on foot any longer. Dismissal was the 
. 

only reasonable course for the court to take. 
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