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THE ARBITRATION TRIBUNAL

In the Dispute Between

ECTRICITY WORKERS ASSOCIATION

and

FIJI ELECTRICITY AUTHORITY

FEWA: = MrD Urai
FEA:** . -Mr D Sharma with Ms Y Fatiaki

DECISION

This " is a dispute hetween the  Fiji EIectncnty Workers Assmatnon (the
“Assocuatlon") and the FE]I Electncuty Authonty (the “Author:ty") concemmg
el E'g to temls'and conclmons of employment.

various issue:




e

A trade. dispute was reported by the Union on 5 Septernber 2005. The report
f. Executive who referred the
_rese!ved and mvoived an

was accepted on 14 September 2005 by the ¢
Dispute to conc;lnation As the Dispu e .
essentlai service the Mmlster authorized the Chlef Fxecutive Offi cer 1o fefer the

Dzspute to an Arbltranon Trlbunai for settlement pursuant fo section 6 (2} (b} of

the Trade Disputes Act Ap.97.

The Dlspube was rexferred to_the Permanent Arbitrat

1) Pay membem of the Association an extra o
- similar to the payment made to the Electrical 7
. members dated 31/12/04;

Negotlate and canclude the 2004/ 2005 C 0“ payme,

(3) Sign the undated collective agreement issued by the
' Authority on 24 September 2003 for verification and
4 fiﬂalisation;-

(4) Breach of the Recognition Clause including negating on the
undemtandmg between the Assoclatmn and the CEO _that

~ The D’E‘;pute was Iisted for a preliminary hearing on 6 October 2005. On fhat d.ay
the parties were directed to file preliminary submissions by the close of.business
on 11 October and the Dispute was listed for hearing on 12 October 2005.
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_Trades Union (ETU) have each-:
relation to a number of matters mcludmg COLA, for the 2003 2004 penod

The hea g of the disp““é commenced on 12 October in Smfé and continued on
'- 13 October 2005

Atrthonty did not ead any evndence

At the ﬁconctusien of the e'\’iiden'cé the parties sought and Weue*-granted leave to

file. written: fi nal submnssronss The Assocnataon filed its final su mnssuons on: 25 :

During the hearing the paaﬁeé informed the Tribunal 'that"issues (3) and (4) in
the terms of reference were to be
respect thereof diseg_ntinued. '

The Tribunal accepts the evndence of the witnesses which- demonstrated that -
similar work was being performed by two employees who each belonged toa-
different unlon and who essentlally worked under the same terms and

condlttcns

However the Tribtinal also accepts that both the: Assocuatuen and the Electrical
_______ncluded agreements wnth the Authorlty in

This fact distinguishes the Dlspute from the Dlspute which was settled by Award .
No.52 of 2004 where the Fi]l Electrical and Allied:Workers Umon were attemptmg:

o reach agreement w:th the Authority on the|r claims. Here there are already -

. The Assnciatron callecl four witnesses fo g ___:_ewdence The

ithdrawn by consent and the proceedings in



=1

. w1th the collective bargaining process by _
p"arties It was not alleged that the Autl car:ty had decewed or made

msrepvesentahon to the Assocnanon in respect of matenal facts. -

yment is to
face of

wrl! be equaﬂy compensated for the erodmg effect of inflation on their wages

Be th,at- as it may, the partiES continue to seek percentage increéses As the
Auth‘oﬁly‘ has agreed to a 4% COLA increase for members of the' EAWU, the
| tribunal has concluded tha
the fi |

only fair that the same increase be awardecl to

Ciatio s members.
The issue of ccl) ssions made by other unions: émcl increases ih other
aHowances is a matter for the parties to resolve by the pmcess of co[lectlve
bargaininig. S
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The “Tribunal will not generally interfere with a recently concluded agreement
made 'by the parties on any particular issue. However, it wil nevertheless
continue to attempt to ensure that employees in any given workpiace so_
pract]oablg' enjoy the same basic terms and conditions where separate
agreements have not determined otherwise, |

AWARD

1. The claim for a further increase of 1% COLA payment for 2003*2094 is - .
| re}ected o

:'-E_:The Association is to be awarded a 4% COi.A paymertt for 2004-2005
" Iperid.

. CONSENT AWARD

3. Items 3 and 4 in the terms of reference are withdrawn and the
proceedings discontinued.

[} '/fl"
'DATED at Suva this J¢  day of January 2006

ARBITRATION TRIBUNAL




