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Date: 19 March 2019 
 
Counsel: Ms A Glassie for the Police 
  Mr W Rasmussen for the Defendant 
 
Sentence: 19 March 2019 
 

SENTENCING NOTES OF HUGH WILLIAMS, CJ 

[9:40:50] 
 
[1] Petrena Tiatoa, at the age of 19 but by no means any stranger to the Criminal 

Courts, you are here this morning for sentence on one charge of altering a cheque on 

14 June last year. 

[2] The cheque was undated.  You wrote the date in.  The cheque was a blank 

one, you wrote the word “cash” into it and the amount of $2000 and then went and 

cashed it, using the proceeds for food and other items.  

[3] On this offence the maximum penalty for which you could be sentenced is 10 

years imprisonment.  That shows how serious it is. 
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