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SENTENCING NOTES OF DOHERTY J 

[1:33:59] 

[1] David Tononio, you are now for sentence on a number of matters.  The most important 

of which were three charges of arson that were dealt with by a jury last week and a jury came 

back with three guilty verdicts earlier this week. 

[2] The first of those was of a commercial premises, a supermarket, the Friendly Mart in 

Arorangi on 14 June of last year.  Eight days later the Tex Mart in Arorangi was also burned 

to the ground, on 22 June.  And then a couple of weeks later Raro Mart in Avarua was also 

burned to the ground, on 8 July.  

[3] You have also pleaded guilty today to two burglaries on Friday, 22 February 2019.  

Those were dwelling houses where you took a laptop from one and cash from another.  You 

were on bail for the arson charges when you committed those burglaries.  You were also serving 

a probation sentence in relation to another burglary for which you had been convicted and 

sentenced.  

[4] So I am sentencing you in respect of the arsons and those two burglaries today. 
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