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SENTENCING NOTES OF THE HONOURABLE JUSTICE CHRISTINE GRICE 

[10:05:23] 

[1] Mr Ngametua, you appear today on one charge of careless driving causing injury.  It is 

a serious charge.  It carries a maximum term of imprisonment meaning you could go to jail for 

up to 5 years and a maximum fine of $5,000 as well as a term of disqualification from holding 

a driver’s license for a period of up to 3 years.  I see that you realise how serious this is. 

[2] The Crown outlined the facts and Mr Rasmussen explained these from your point of 

view.  On 6 September 2017 you were driving your motorbike with a pillion passenger along 

the main road in front of CITC.  You moved into another lane to pass a car that was slowing 

down to park at CITC.  You were travelling about 40 to 50 kilometres an hour in a 30 kilometre 

per hour zone through the town.  Ms Woulfe was crossing the road.  You did not see her and 

collided with her.  You tried to avoid her by braking when you saw her at the last minute but 

you could not.  She broke her leg badly as a result of the collision.  In fact she broke her right 

leg femur, which is the thigh bone.  It required her to stay at hospital and later go to New 

Zealand to have a steel plate put in it. 
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