
IN THE HIGH COURT OF THE COOK ISLANDS 

HELD AT RAROTONGA 

(CRIMINAL DIVISION) 

CR NO:  236/14 (AITUTAKI CR 5/14) 

 

 

 

POLICE 

 

 

 

v 

 

 

TEREAPII KARORE 

 

 

 

 

Date: 26 September 2014 

 

Counsel: Ms M Henry & Ms C King for the Crown 

  Mr B Mason for the Defendant 

 

DECISION OF THE HONOURABLE CHIEF JUSTICE TOM WESTON 

 

[1] Mrs Karore, you are here for sentence today having pleaded guilty on one charge of 

theft as a servant.  The offence carries a maximum penalty of 5 years.  The offending 

occurred while you were an employee of Westpac Bank.   

[2] It seems you used your access to the Bank’s money to fund your lunches from time to 

time.  Generally speaking the monies would be refunded later on.  Westpac Bank said there 

was a nett shortfall of some $120 and you have since refunded that.  Consequently, there is 

no issue now as to monies still being outstanding. 

[3] Nevertheless, the aggravating factor in this case is the relationship of trust.  And in 

normal course, theft as a servant attracts a term of imprisonment.  In this case the Probation 

report indeed seeks a term of Community Service should be ordered. 

[4] Fortunately for you, the Crown has recognised the particular circumstances of your 

case as entitling you to consideration for a relatively lenient sentence.  The Crown has 

referred to the significant mitigating factors which it says are the repayment of outstanding 




