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SENTENCING NOTES OF THE HON. JUSTICE DAME JUDITH POTTER 

[FTR 09:12:25] 
 
[1] Joseph Cowan you are before the Court having pleaded guilty to two charges.  

One charge of possession of cannabis which carries a maximum penalty of 2 years 

imprisonment or a fine not exceeding $2000.  And the second charge is possession of 

a utensil used for smoking marijuana, mainly a bong.  That is clearly the lead 

offence, it carries a maximum sentence of 5 years imprisonment or a fine up to 

$5000 or both. 

Facts 

[2] On Wednesday 11th April 2012 the Police executed a search warrant at your 

address in Matavera.  During the search the Police found a plastic drink bottle that 

had been modified into a bong for smoking cannabis as well as a small amount of 

dried cannabis, approximately 1.15 grams in weight.  You admitted to the cannabis 

and the bong as being yours and said they were for your personal use. 
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